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Joker sees something К GOP & GNP GROWTH RATES 


sinister in PCGG silence 
By Philip C. Tubeza : |) 9T TO ATH QUARTERS, 2004-2005 


"THERE 18 SOMETHING SINISTER IN THIS." 
This was what Sen. Joker Arroyo sald yester- 
day after Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
эптеп Ghar Gamllo Sabio chose to have the : М. 
proposed PCGG budget slashed to zero rather KERN j^ 
than answer questions оп whether President BALANCED 5, FEARLESS VIEWS | 
Macapagal-Arroyo authorized negotiations toset eite eeu 
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RP growth 
slower but surprisin 


Economy 
expands 
5.1 percent 


By Michelle V. Ramos 


2004 2005 
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Mine firms 
warn of job, 
capital risks 


By Christine Gaylican, 
HIGH ОШ PRICES, $ ў Blanche 5. Rivera 


1 and Т] Burgonio 
sluggish exports and UP TO 10 MILLION PEOPLE ARE 
weak agricultural out- at risk of economic dislocation 
TUE. 3 J over calls by Catholic bishops to 
pui capped Philippine 1 repeal the Mining Act of 1998 
economic growth at 5.1 and cancel all existing mining 
percent in 2005 from 6 v permits, Benjamin Philip Ro- 
i mualdez, president of the Cham- 
percent the previous ber of Mines of the Philippines, 
year, officials» an- Ne $ запустела й й 
е statement is ex- 
nounced yesterday. =s treme and sweeping. They do not 
Even so, most market analysts realize the actual impact of what 
were pleasantly surprised the they are seeking,” Romualdez 
economy surpassed their average said a day after the Catholic Bish- 
forecast of a full-year growth of x . ‘ops Conference of the Philippines 
only 4.8 percent—thanks to an 1 (CBCP) issued a statement 
estimated $10.85 billion in remit- declaring that the mining law 
tances from overseas Filipino 2 04 gius y “destroys life” and produces “evil 
workers that spurred consumer effects.” 
spending. 
The Philippines’ gross domes- tential "massive environmental 
tic product (GDP), the value of damage" and the industry's sup- 


ese GMA presents P1B in benefits to cops "soa. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo troops the line during the 15th anniversary celebration of the Philippine National Police inCampCrame.Like — The bishops cited risks to po- 


she did earlier with the Armed Forces, she promised РІ billion in benefits to PNP personnel. PCPOMALACARANG PHOTO 


5.1 percent to P5.379 trillion. At a press conference, Ro- 
The gross national product mualdez, the president of 
(GNP), which includes remit- By Christine O. Avendaño “1 needed you. Istill need you, of the Philippines, Ms Arroyo an- grams her administration would Benguet Corp, said all forms of 
tances of OFWs and other income and Luige A, del Puerto because the seas were often nounced thatshe was authorizing implement. investment, not only in the min- 
from abroad, slowed to 5.7 per- ough and the wind was in our the release of P1.5 billion for — "Wewantrotelleachandevery ing sector, would be affected 
Gewomdpementm2004. — PROFUSELY THANKING THEM face. But because of you, the ро, housing projects for soldiers, member of this police force, you should the legislature and other 
"The agriculture sector, which for their support amid new coup lice, were always there for me,” Аг the 15th anniversary cele are not forgotten,” the President branches of government be 
employs nearly four in 10 Fil- threats, President Macapagal-Ar- the President bration of the Philippine National said. swayed by the CBCP 
{ров “moderately expanded” Toyo yesterday announced a Pl. In a surprise visit to Camp Police, she ‘announced that the Aside from inaugurating a resi- "If there will be such an im- 
PyDpercent compared (04.9 per- billion package of benefits forthe Aguinaldo last week, the general police would also Белей: from dential condominium for the PNR pact, the labor sector will be first 
cant in 2004 due to the El Niño national police. headquarters ofthe Armed Forces housing and scholarship pro- ‘GMA PRESENTS/ Aé MINE FIRMS/ A4 
dry spell that tempered the 
growth of crops, livestock and 


cate: =, Abalos, other Comelec execs reject quit call anew 


news conference. 

The key services sector also Ву Jerome Aning bishops for them to consider re- lent purchase of automated vote into a poll body "beyond re- the “Hello Garci” гаре controver 
eased to 6.3 percent from 7.1 per- signing counting machines worth P1.3 proach." sy centering on allegations of 
cent, according to the National COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS "Тапзмегей that (issue) along billion. “Yes, there should be a contin- vote rigging during the 2004 
Sender entretien Board Chair Benjamin Abalos made it time ago,” Abalos said, referring Abalos, in a phone interview, uous investigation,” Abalossaid. elections 
(NSDB). Gear yesterday не апа his fellow to his rejecion last month of a said he shared the hope of the Aside from the MegaPacifie  Abalos reiterated that he and 

DB). industrial sector ex. Comelec commissioners intend. call by the Senate for him and Catholic Bishops Conference of scandal involving the counting Commissioners лор 
panded by 5.3 percent from 5.2 d to hang on to their jobs de. other Comelec commissioners to the Philippines (CBCP) that the machines, the reputo ofthe Borra, Florentio Tuason Jr. 

Te irae. spite а call from the country’s resign over ће allegedly fraudu- Comelec would be transformed Comelec has been damaged by ‘ABALOS|AS 


CBCP plea for truth 
runs into brick wall 


By Gil С. Cabacungan Jr., In its strongest and most cate- 
NO lorman Bordadora gorical statement yet, the 119- 
Opposition'sidea апат Burgonio member CBCP declared at -the 
" close of its semi-annual plenary 
of truth different, тнк c«uouc pisos’ DE. at the weekend that the search 
mand for the truth in the contro- for truth must be “pursued relent- 
says Garcillano Verses surrounding President lessly" noting that previous ef- 
By Michael Lim Ubac Macapagal-Arroyo appeared yes- forts had been burdened by "eva- 
Noc an ооа terday to have run into a brick sion and obstruction.” 
wall, In reply, Malacafiang washed 
‘THE MAN AT THE CENTER OP Reactions from Malacafiang its hands of any involvement in 
allegations that President Maca- and Congress were solidly behind the aborted "Hello Garci” probe 
pagal-Arroyo had cheatedinthe — Sunday's call by the Catholic and said that it was solely 
2004 presidential election Bishops Conference ofthe Philip- Congress that decided not to pur- 
doesn't believe that there will pines (CBCP). sue the impeachment case 
ever be closure to the “Hello But each of the protagonists against Ms Arroyo over charges 
Garci" scandal. cited one reason or another for she stole the May 2004 presiden- 
“What closure? There will be the absence of closure to the tial election. (See related story 
no closure for aslongastheop- scandals that nearly unseated the on this page.) BISHOPS led by Cebu Archbishop Ricardo Cardinal Vidal (right) and opposition personalities join a 
opposirion's/ad 58-year-old President last year. "Silent Majority" prayer rally at the Quezon Memorial Circle. Joan tonooc 
t RTA GE Е 5 EIER NEP ШИЛ HAE * т. 5 AX dX CERCA ЫП CES] 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Noter and Eastern Luzon will have most cloudy 
‘hes with scattered ralnshowmrs. Southern Luzon, Visayas and Mer- 
‘tanao wil have moshy cloudy ке wth scattered ranshower and 
Isolated thunderstorms. The rest ol Lon wil be partiy coudy to 


ру wth Isolated rainshowars. 
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VAT hike takes effect tomorrow 


By Ronnel W. Domingo and Michael Lim Ubac 


WITH PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
set to raise the value-added tax (VAT) to 12 
percent from 10 percent tomorrow, the De- 
partment of Trade said yesterday the increase 
would have a “very slight effect” on the prices 


of basic goods. 

Still, Trade Secretary Peter Fav- 
ila convened the National Price 
Coordinating Council yesterday 
*to ensure smooth coordination" 
among government agencies in 
mitigating any impact of the VAT 
hike, 

During the meeting, Favila 
reiterated his call for traders 
and manufacturers to exercise 
restraint in any price hikes. He 
said the stronger peso and sta- 
ble import costs should keep 
drastic price adjustments at 
bay. 

“0 ат again appealing to busi- 
ness operators), especially since 
the current strength of the peso is 
enabling manufacturers to im- 
port raw materials at better 
prices," he said. 

For their part, representatives 
of food manufacturers and retail- 
ers said there would be no imme- 
diate price hikes as they would 
first have to study the capacity of 
the market to absorb higher 
prices. 

The current value of the peso 
against the dollar is allowing 
businesses to absorb the impact 
ofthe VAT hike, they said, 


Favila said government moni- 
toring showed that prices of most 
basic commodities remained sta- 
ble relative to their levels before 
the implementation of the re- 
formed VAT law. 

The reformed VAT expanded 
the coverage of the tax to previ- 
ously exempted goods and ser- 
vices. 

Citing а Department of Agri- 
culture study on the movement of 
prices in the weeks before and af- 
ter Nov. 1 when the reformed VAT 
took effect, Favila said prices of 
most agricultural and fishery 
commodities in Metro Manila re- 
mained at pre-reformed VAT lev- 
eis. 

But a militant member of the 
political opposition warned that 
without the release of official eco- 
nomic data, President Arroyo 
could not push through with the 
VAT increase tomorrow. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Teddy 
Casio blamed Malacafiang 
“for conditioning the minds of 
the Filipinos that a VAT in- 
crease will be implemented by 
Wednesday when in fact official 
statistics are not yet ready to 


justify the increase.” 

Casifio said Ms Arroyo should 
exercise prudence in the matter. 

“Pending the official release of 
the National Income Accounts for 
the previous year, we still don't 
know if Malacafiang has met the 
conditions mandated by Republic 
Act 9337 (the expanded VAT 
Law) for raising the VAT from 10 
percent to 12 percent, Casifio 
said. 

The law provides that before 
the President can raise the VAT 
rate by 2 percentage points, the 
following conditions must be 
met: That the VAT collection as a 
percentage of the GDP exceeded 
2.8 percent the previous year and. 
the government deficit as a per- 
centage of the GDP exceeded 1.5 
percent for 2005. 

“I doubt if the figures will be 
ready by Wednesday" seid Casi- 
fio, who was invited to yester- 
days Neda briefing on the 4th 
Quarter National Income Ac- 
counts. 

Using the GDP forecast for 
2005, the Bureau of Treasury esti- 
mated the government deficit аз 
of November 2005 at 1.9 percent, 
way above the 1.5 percent of GDP 
deficit requirement. 

‘The Department of Finance es- 
timated the GDP at current prices 
will be P5.3 to 6.3 trillion. 

“Based on these estimates, 
however, the government will 
most likely fail to meet the re- 
quired VAT collection of 2.8 ре 
cent of the GDP for 2005,” Casifio 
said. 
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Next five months critical 
to GMA survival—Gonzalez 


‘The volcano is the impeachment complaint’ 


By Armand N. Nocum 


JUSTICE SECRETARY ВАШ, 
Gonzalez warned yesterday that 
the next five months would be a 
"critical period" for the survival 
of the Arroyo administration as 
the opposition—now wiser in ће 
wake of its failed bid to impeach 
the President last year—may take 
another crack at unseating the 
President, thereby strengthening 
the hand of military coup plot- 
ters. 

“The volcano there is the im- 
peachment complaint,” Gonzalez 
said, describing how the filing of 
а new impeachment complaint 
against Ms Arroyo this year could 
fan military adventurism. 
Critical period 

Gonzalez said the capture of 
escaped alleged — Oakwood 
mutiny leader Capt. Nicanor Рае! 
don could cause anti-Arroyo 
forces in the military to lie low or 
take "drastic" moves against the 
Presidentand her government. 

"The next five months is still a 
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critical period ... That is how we 
look at the situation in view of the 
fact that we know that there will 
be another impeachment (com- 
plaint and it) can stir the hornets’ 
nest again,” he said. 

“This time, we dont know how 
prepared they are to muster the 79 
signatures or whatever (is required 
to sent the impeachment complaint. 
automatically to the Senate)" he 
said, adding that the mere delibera- 
tion of the issue could be enough to 
agitate Congress and the general 
populace. 


Opposition failed 

Last year, the President sur- 
vived an impeachment bid after 
the opposition failed to get there- 
quired number of votes to move 
the impeachment complaint for- 


ward. 

“The impeachment complaint 
is always a problem. If they get 
the 79 votes, they can already for- 
ward it to the Senate," he said 
“The impeachment will create 
destabilization.” 


Renegade soldiers 

Gonzalez. said the capture of 
Faeldon “could inflame the minds 
of these renegade soldiers” or 
force them underground, fearful 
that the "long arm of the govern- 
ment will get them.” 

Following the escape of Faeldon 
and four Magdalo officers, the Pres- 
ident had changed the leadership of 
the Presidential Security Group, fu- 
ейп speculation that she may be 
afraid of being bodily harmed by 
sympathizers of the Magdalo men. 


Coup threats remain, 
says AFP spokesman 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


THREATS TO DESTABILIZE THE 
government remain despite the 
arrest of renegade Marine Capt. 
Nicanor Faeldon, a military 
spokesman said yesterday. 

Although he would not give 
details, Col. Tristan Kison said a 
shadowy group had been trying 
to recruit junior officers. 

“There was intent but the 
group lacked the capability.” Ki- 
son told reporters. 

“We discovered the recruit- 
ment at a very early stage but 
managed to nip it in the bud,” he 
added. 

Asked if the threat of a coup 
still remained, Kison said: “The 
threat is always there." 

His comments came just days 
after фе recapture of Faeldon, 
who was among 300 officers and 
men who launched a failed rebel- 
lion against President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in 2003. 

Kison would not say whether 
Faeldon himself was part of a 
wider conspiracy to recruit junior 
officers. 


Escape 

Faeldon escaped in December 
from military detention, embar- 
rassing the government and fuel- 
ing rumors of a brewing destabi- 
lization plot. Four other officers, 
also implicated in the rebellion, 
escaped early this month. 

The Armed Forces was trying 
to track down Faeldon's other 
supporters in the military as he 
was arrested with a military pros- 
ecutor Capt. Candelaria Rivas 
Friday night in Malabon. 

Faeldon was with Rivas when 
Intelligence Service of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines [ISAFP] 
operatives finally caught up with 
him 44 days after he escaped 
from military custody. 

When asked if the military had 
identified Faeldon’s supporters, 
Kison said: “Our counter-intelli- 
gence units are working hard оп 
this. They have leads [and] in due 
time, we will beable to have posi- 
tive results.” 


Rivas’ letter 

Kison later admitted that Fael- 
don had not revealed his military 
supporters during “debriefing.” 

Rivas, a military prosecutor 
who serves as spokesman for the 
Oakwood mutineers court-mar- 
tial proceedings, reportedly de- 
clared ina letter that she supports 
Faeldon’s "cause to fight... for a 
credible government.” 

* believe and support the 
cause of Faeldon to a fight in a 
non-violent way for a credible 
government,” said Rivas hand- 
written letter which was report- 
ойу recovered by ISAFR 

"[But] two things | cannot do,” 
the letter continued. "[First] to 
mar the Image of the AFP which I 

* 


consider my owm family and 
[second] to speak against Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo because 
God said: Touch not my anointed! 
‘That is, assuming that she really 
has the mandate of the people.” 


Опе swallow 

The Palace was unperturbed by 
Rivas’ decision to side with the 
cause of disgruntled junior mili- 
tary officers to bring the down 
the Arroyo administration, 

“One swallow doesn't a sum- 
mer make,” said Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita, quoting a 
proverb when asked about the 
likelihood of another coup. 

Ermita said he did not know 
for sure if Rivas supported the 
cause of the Magdalo Group. 

"If she was- convinced by the 
group, that is her lookout,” he 
told reporters. 

"Lets not generalize. Thats 
just one official... If that’s her be- 
lief, we can't do anything.” 


Lovers? 

According to military sources, 
Faeldon was captured because Ri- 
vas was being tailed by ISAFP op- 
eratives. 

ISAFP reportedly suspected a 
relationship forming late last 
year, as the two frequently played 
badminton inside the ISAFP com- 
pound where Faeldon and other 
alleged Oakwood leaders, Navy 
Lt. s.g. Antonio Trillanes IV and 
James Layug and Marine Capt. 
Gary Alejano are detained. 

Faeldon, 40, is again single as 
his 10-year marriage was an- 
nulled last year. He has a teenage 
son. Rivas, 34, is single. 

While the AFP carefully avoid- 
ed the mention of a romantic re- 
lationship, sources in the know 
said Faeldon and Rivas are 
lovers. 


Under investigation 

‘The Judge Advocate General's 
Office [JAGO], Rivas’ unit, is al- 
ready preparing charges to be 
filed against her before military 
and civilian courts. 

“We're sticking to the line that 
Capt. Rivas will be charged be- 
fore court-martial and (before a 
civilian court] as possible acces 
sory to the continuing crime of 
coup d'etat. But as to the relation- 
ship, we can't speculate on that. 
Only the two of them know that," 
Kison said. 

He added that Rivas was also 
being investigated to "determine 
whether she is involved in the 
destabilization” plots. “It’s too 
early to tel if Capt. Rivas leaked 
information to Faeldon,” said Ki 
son. 

"Through his lawyer Roel Puli- 
do, Faeldon denied that Rivas 
was his girlfriend and accused the 
military of playing up the roman- 
tic angle to discount the support 
he was getting from his col- 
leagues. With AFP 
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shot dead in Lanao Sur 


Salonga links 
dissipation of Marcos 
money to poll fraud 


By Mike Suarez 


FORMER SENATOR JOVITOR. 
Salonga said yesterday the dis- 
sipation of P35 billion in funds 
seized by the government from 
deposed dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos’ Swiss bank deposits 
was part of the reason Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo could 
not “tell the whole truth” about 
the "Hello багс” election 
fraud scandal. 

In an "Open Let- 
ter” to the Presi- 
dent, Salonga said 
he was dismayed by 
Budget Secretary 
Romulo Neri’s ad- 
mission at a Senate 
hearing last Novem- 
ber that only P8 bil- 
lion of the money 
remained, and that SALONGA 
the biggest withdrawal and 
disbursement took place im- 
mediately prior to and after the 
May 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. 

Opposition leaders in both 
the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives have said that part 
of the money had been re- 
leased to a select group of con- 
gressmen under the Ginin- 
tuang Masaganang Ani pro- 
gram of the Department of 
Agriculture that figured in the 
P728-million fertilizer scam. 
The funds were intended for 
the purchase of fertilizer and 
other farm inputs but were al- 
legedly diverted to support Ms 
Arroyo's campaign. 

Salonga, who as first chair of 
the Presidential Commission 
оп Good Government was in- 
strumental in convincing Swiss 
authorities to freeze the Mar- 
coses Swiss bank deposits, 
Jamented that nothing was left 
of the Marcos money for land 
reform as mandated by law. 

^ recall that last year, more 
than six months after the May 
2004 election, a major paper 
published ... my advice ‘Be not 
afraid to tell the much," Salonga 
said, “Now 1 realize why you 
could not tell the whole truth, 
partly because of the far-reaching 
implications of the sad truth, as 
confirmed by the admission of 
Secretary Romulo Neri.” 

"To support his point, Salonga 
attached as "Annex B" a list of 
disbursements from the Marcos 
funds as of Sept. 15, 2005 sub- 
mitted by the Development 
Budget Coordinating Council 
"which shows that the biggest 


must 


withdrawal 
of the forfeited Swiss deposits 
took place on April 26, 2004 
and immediately after the May 
2004 elections." 

Salonga pointed out to Ms 
Arroyo that the information he 
was putting forward to her did 
not come from press reports ог 
opposition 
fom the government itself. 

“We in Kilosbayan had ob- 


lion for human rights victims 
during the Marcos regime, 
there are no more funds avail- 
able from the Marcos Swiss de- 
posits for the poor, landless 
farmers under the law (CARP) 
enacted in 1988, when 1 was 
Senate President.” 

Salonga recalled telling Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita and Foreign Secretary Al- 
berto Romulo some months 
ago that a Swiss lawyer who 
assisted PCGG during his 
watch had uncovered the exis- 
tence of between $1 billion and 
$2 billion more in secret Mar- 
cos deposits in Europe. 

“T hope and pray that for the 
sake of our suffering people, 
the recovery of this huge 
amount- bigger than the $683 
million already recovered - 
will not be jeopardized by the 
disappearance of the Marcos 
‘Swiss deposits” said Salonga. 

Referring to the pastoral letter 
issued by the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines 
which called for the continued 
pursuit of the truth in the бага 
scandal, Salonga told the Presi- 
dent; "No one can validly assert 
that the CBCP is against you per- 
sonally. For truth, like justice, is 
non-partisan. 

He concluded his letter say- 
ing, "We respect your high of- 
fice but we respect truth and 
justice more.” 

‘Asked in an interview what 
he expected the President to 
do, Salonga replied, ‘Justice 

take 
сошзе...Їт against violence or 
a coup. Let her defend herself 
in impeachment proceedings." 


md disbursement 


billiard parlor massacre 


been establistied but 
we will not divulge his 
identity so as not to + 
hamper our manhunt. { 
T ordered the chief of 
police in Balabagan to 
file the necessary | 
charges against the 
perpetrator,” he said. 

The family of one of 
the assailants appar- 
ently had a lingering 
feud with another 
family whom the at- 
tacker suspected of 
being behind his son's 
death, Mamalinta 
зай 

“They apparently 
spotted a lone quarry 
in the billiard һай 
then opened fire, 
Killing many, indud- 7 
ing children and 
women who had nothing to do 
with their feud," Balabagan May- 
or Amer Sampiano told The Asso- 
ciated Press by telephone. “It was 
amassacre.” 

Balabagan is a coastal town of 
about 30,000 farmers and fi 
men. 


COTABATO CITY - AT LEAST 
eight people were killed while six 
others were wounded when five 
gunmen strafed a billiard hall in 
Balabagan, Lanao del Sur, on Sat- 
urday, Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) po- 
lice said Monday. 

Senior Supt. Akmad Mamalin- 
ta, ARMM police chief, said the 
attack was apparently part of a 
do (family feud) as a son of one of 
the assailants was killed in the 
same town last month. 

Mamalinta said the victims, 
mostly women and children, 
were watching a billiard game in 
Barangay Crossing Lalaguan at 
around 4 pum. when the as- 
sailants drove past in a van and 
opened fire with assault rifles 
Seven people were killed on the 
spot. 

‘The wounded were rushed to 
the Cotabato Regional Medical 
Center here where one of them 
died while being treated. 

Mamalinta said witnesses had 
identified one of the attackers 
and police were searching for 
him. 

"The name of the suspect has 


allegations but 


tained the Status 
Report on the Pro- 
ceeds (forfeited 
Swiss deposits) 
submitted by the 
Development Bud- 
get Coordinating 
Council (DBCC) 
which, to our shock 
and dismay, reveals 
that other than the 
amount of РВ bil- 
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Deadly family feuds, locally 
called “rido,” are common in 
many parts of Mindanao. 

Studies funded by the Asia 


for International Development 
showed that there have been 
more than 1,200 clan feuds on 


Mindanao sine the 
1930s, killing nearly 
5,000 people and dis- 
placing tens of thou- 
| sands. 

‘About 60 percent of 
the feuds, which often 
last generations, re- 
main unresolved, 
adding to the percep- 
tion of lawlessness 
and violence in Min- 
danao, the studies 
said. 


TEESE] 
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| Abhoud syed Lin- 
nga, an expert on 
{ Muslim affairs, said 
| most of the . feuds 
stemmed from politi- 
? cal and business rival- 
ries or land disputes, 
but could be over pet- 
ty issues like a game 
of basketball. 

On Saturday, 20 people. were 
‘wounded when two gunmen on a 
motorcycle fired on a crowd leaving 
а mosque in Jolo, Sulu, in an inci- 
dent that police said may be linked. 
toa clan war. Jeoffrey Maitem and 
Edwin О. Fernandez, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau; AP; Reuters 
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Filipino maid who is |... 
set to hang for killing 
her boss there, the De- 
partment of Foreign 
Affairs said yesterday 

Marilou Ranario, a 
33-year-old teacher 
who went to work as 
a domestic in Kuwait, 
was sentenced to die 
by hanging in 
September for the 
death of her employ- 
ет. The woman had 
alleged her boss in- 
sulted her and her 
fellow Filipinos. 

De Casro and other 
Filipino officials are 
waiting for their Kuwait 
visas and would "leave. 
as soon as possible. 
They already have, 
(plane) беу» DFA 
spokesman Gilberto 
Asuque told reporters. 
APP 
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Bro. Andrew, 
ex-De La Salle 
prexy, dies; 65 


By Alcuin Papa 


FORMER EDUCATION SECRETARY BRO. AN- 
drew Gonzales FSC died Sunday of conges- 
tive heart failure brought on by advanced kid- 
ney disease at the De La Salle University (DL- 
SU) Health Sciences campus in Dasmarifias, 
Cavite. He was 65. 

His attending physician, Dr. Romeo 
Ariniego, announced Bro. Andrews death at 
5:40 p.m. 

Gonzales was confined on Dec. 2 at the Di- 
'SU Health Sciences Hospital with a fever and 
pneumonia. He underwent dialysis after his 
‘kidneys failed and was placed in the hospital's 
intensive care unit on Jan. 26. 

‘Gonzales was president of De La Salle University 
system in 1978-91 and 1994-98. He was president 
of Manila Bulletin Publishing Corp. in 1991-98. He 
‘was appointed secretary of the then Department of 
‘Education, Culture and Sports (DECS) on July 1, 
1998, serving up to Jan, 19, 2001. 

Gonzales rejoined the Manila Bulletin as 
president on Sept. 27, 2001. He also became 
DLSU vice president for academics and re- 
search and presidential adviser for academics 
and research in 2003-05. 

Department of Education officer in charge 
Fe Hidalgo in a statement said Gonzales’ 
“dedicated service to the cause of Philippine 
education is unmatched," 

"His contributions, from the development of the 
basic education curriculum to the restoration of our 
heritage schools, are recognized for their ingenuity 
and importance. The improvements we are seeing 
now are due in part to the vision and inspiration of 
Bro, Andrew His was a Ше devoted to the service of 
the education sector He shall forever serve as an in- 
spiration to us ай. He wil be missed.” 

In its own statement, DLSU said that dur- 
ing Gonzales's term as system president, the 
university “underwent significant develop- 
ments as an institution of higher learning, 
particularly in the areas of research, faculty 
„and program development, 
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CBCP plea 
for truth runs 
into brick wall 


From page Al 

“Congress started the investi- 
gation and Congress itself closed 
it down,” said Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermit 

"They are making it appear 
that it was Malacafiang who was 
running the investigation,” he 
said. “If they think that we should 
continue [in order] to [learn] the 
truth, then let's continue." 

Ermita blamed the opposition 
for botching its chances of prob- 
ing deeper into the alleged wire- 
tapping of phone conversations 
between Ms Arroyo and Virgilio 
Garcillano. The opposition said 
the recordings showed Ms Arroyo 
had manipulated the 2004 presi- 
dential election—a charge she 
has vehemently denied, 

“In the case of former Commis- 
sioner Garcillano, they have been 
criticizing us for his absence. 
‘When he finally appeared to testi- 
fy, they are now claiming that 
what he is saying are all untrue. 1 
really don't know what they 
want," Ermita said 


GMA ready for court cases 

"We are open to all just and fair 
means under the law to ferret out 
the truth surrounding all controver- 
sies affecting the presidency” said 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye. 

“Those who believe they have 
strong evidence should file” a case 
before the country's antigraft court 
“and give all parties concemed a 
chance to explain their positions" 
he told a radio interview. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
said that there could be no closure 
to the Garcillano controversy un- 
less all the audio tapes were au- 
thenticated and analyzed. 

Aside from the wiretapping dra- 
та, Ms Arroyo faced charges that 
her family had received payoffs 
from “jueteng,” an illegal numbers 
game, and that she, had diverted 


P728 million in agricultural funds 
toher 2004 election campaign. 


‘Truth has many faces 

"There was really no closure on 
somany of these things. That could 
be a reasonable assessment,” said 
Gonzalez. “The truth in all these 
cases have many faces.” 

“Just one specific example, 
where is the truth of the 
tapes—from the mother tape to 
the children’s tape and to the 
grandchildren's?" he said. 

The Senate, House of Repre- 
sentatives, and whoever has 
these tapes should submit them 
to experts to determine their au- 
thenticity, Gonzales added. 

"Are they endorsing the second. 
impeachment complaint?" said 
North Cotabato Rep. Emmylou 
Talino-Santos. "That can be prop- 
erly addressed when the ban on 
impeachment proceedings lapses 
in July 2006." 

She said that the truth of 
whether the President talked to 
Garcillano to rig the elections was 
not within the parameters of the 
House investigation. 

Rep. Prospero Pichay of Suri- 
gao del Sur said all the leeway 
had been given to the opposition 
to pin down Garcillano during his 
three appearances before the 
House inquiry into the wiretaps. 

“Is it our fault the opposition 
was so clueless in coming up with 
their questions that they failed to 
get the answers they wanted?” 
Pichay said. 


Bungling, grandstanding 

House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero of Sorsogon said 
lawyers were consolidating the 
evidence in a new bid to throw 
the book at Garcillano. 

“We are readying charges of viola- 
tion of election laws, rigging of elec- 
tions against former Commissioner 
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MEETING WITH WAR VETERANS 
President Macapagal-Arroyo greets members of the Veterans Federation of the Philippines during a ceremony їп Malacafiang yesterday. nuo 


Garcillano,” Escudero said. But the 
leader of the opposition criticized for 
bungling the impeachment case 
against Ms Arroyo had yet to say 
what new evidence it had. 

Rep. Teodoro Locsin of Makati 
City said the bishops reminded 
the opposition not to grandstand. 

He said that during the seven- 
month wiretapping hearing in 
Congress the opposition came up 
with "silly repetitive questions." 

“Instead of trying to get the 
truth, they're trying to get the at- 
tention of the cameras.” 


A good sermon 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Jr. said the CBCP 
statement was a "good sermon.” 

“Ies а good moral guideline. 
But the actual fleshing out of the 
guidelines is our particular 
sphere of action,” he said. 

fe should continue the pres- 


sure on Gloria to make her re- 
sign,” Pimentel said. “We need 
not put Gloria in jail.” 

Opposition Sen. Panfilo “Ping” 
Lacson said the CBCP statement 
was a subtle indictment of Ms Ar- 
royo, and proved the bishops 
were aware of her attempts to rig 
the 2004 presidential elections 
and fix her way out of impeach- 
ment last year. 

Administration Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago twitted the 
CBCP for its apparent double 
standard. 

She pointed out that there was 
also no closure on the "wider" elec- 
toral fraud against President Fidel 
Ramos in 1992 and that the im- 
peachment trial against President 
joseph Estrada in 2000 also 
"stopped at technicalities” because 
the prosecutors chose instead “to 
stage a coup d'etat at Edsa.” 

“it never works when the car- 


Mine firms warn of job, capital risks 


From page Al 
and foremost affected,” he said. 

‘The mining sector directly em- 
ploys one million workers and 
brings economic benefits to 10 
million Filipinos, including the 
workers’ dependents, according 
to Romualdez. 


Breach of contract 

He said revoking production 
sharing and similar agreements 
in the capital-intensive industry 
would amount to a breach of con- 
tract, and could lead to lasting 
damage to the country's reputa- 
tion as a capital destination. 

"We can't even begin to quanti- 
fy the amount of money that the 
government would have to pay 
back to the investors" Ro- 
mualdez said. 

Some $300 million in invest- 
ments were poured into the coun- 
try last year because of the re- 
vived mining industry, according 
to the Department of Environ- 
‘ment and Natural Resources. 


Exports 

Philippine mining companies 
exported $4.6 billion worth of 
metal and nonmetal products last 
year, according to the Mines and 


Geosciences Bureau. 

‘An environment official said 
recalling all approved mining 
concessions and disapproving 
pending applications would put 
the government at a huge legal 
risk. 

"We enter into agreements, 
and we cannot just unilaterally 
cancel them. That would not be 
standing on strong legal ground,” 
Deinrado Dimalibot, DENR un- 
dersecretary for mining, said. 

Dimalibot said suspending or 
canceling contracts must have а 
legal basis. 

“Otherwise, the government 
would be paying these investors 
the money they put in for explo- 
rations, operations,” he said. “We 
cannot risk that because the gov- 
ernment cannot pay.” 

Dimalibor, also undersecretary 
for legal affairs, said the bishops 
should discuss its call for the re- 
peal of the Mining Act of 1995 
with Congress as the DENR was 
only an implementing agency. 


Madrigal bill 

‘Taking her cue from the СВСВ 
opposition Sen. Jamby Madrigal 
yesterday filed a bill repealing the 
Mining Act of 1995, saying it was 


about time the "wholesale ex- 
ploitation” of the country’s re- 
sources was stopped. 

Administration Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago disagreed, 
saying the law should only be 
amended, not repealed. 

“Our country’s environment 
remains in a most dangerous 
condition due to the present ad- 
ministration policy of opening 
up our country's last remaining 
natural resources to wholesale 
exploitation by transnational 
mining corporations. This must 
be stopped now,” Madrigal 
said 

"We can no longer remain apa- 
thetic as our national ‘patrimony 
continues to be plundered for the 
benefit of the few, while our in- 
digenous brothers and sisters are 
robbed of their ancestral domains 
as our air, water and soil are poi- 
soned,” she said. 

Madrigal said she felt relieved 
that the CBCP had called for the 
repeal of the Mining Act and de- 
lared it "antilife." She recalled 
writing CBCP president Archbish- 
op Angel Lagdameo and urging 
its members "to fight for the envi- 
ronment.” 

“The Church has responded to 


our call; it is now up to all Fil 
ipinos to join the fight for life,” 
she said. 


Out of the loop 

Santiago, however, said that 
the law should only be amended 
by establishing а police and 
“prosecutorial system" for the en- 
vironment. 

“In defending the outmoded 
nationalist provisions of our Con- 
stitution, the bishops are out of 
the loop in global economics. Un- 
der the CBCP world-view, the 
likely scenario will merely install 

ipino exploiters over foreign 
exploiters,” she said. 

“To compete in the global 
economy, the country should 
open up the development of nat- 
ural resources to foreign capital,” 
Santiago said. 

“However, this should be 
done in stages, by which foreign 
equity rises gradually after a 
certain period of time. There- 
after, foreign equity should then 
be scaled down back to nation- 
alist levels.” 


Rehash 
Malacañang said the Catholic 
Church's appeal to have the Min- 


cass of printiple is exhumed for 
public consumption, depending 
on the discretion of the CBCP The 
signs of the times mandate con- 
sistency in moral principles,” she 
said. 


Wannabe politicians 

Santiago said she felt relieved 
that the CBCP rejected the idea of 
violence to resolve the crisis. 

“What a relief! CBCP has final- 
ly admitted that social justice is 
best pursued under a rule of law, 
mot a disco-type Edsa assembly 
attended by a few bishops who 
are wannabe politicians,” she 
said. "Goodbye, Edsa coup 
d'etat” 

Before nightfall yesterday, 
about a dozen senior CBCP mem- 
bers led by CBCP president Angel 
Lagdameo showed up at the 
Silent Majority Prayer Movement. 
at the Quezon Memorial Circle. 


ing Act repealed was a rehash of 
its position against the entry of 
big foreign mining companies in 
the country. 

“The Church, especially the 
bishops whose jurisdiction covers 
lumad (indigenous peoples), is 
really against the Mining Act be- 
cause the bishops say that this is 
destructive to the livelihood of in- 
digenous peoples" Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said. 

Ermita assured the CBCP that 
the government had taken into 
consideration both the social and 
environmental impact of mining 
projects before issuing licenses to 

ign and local mining firms. 

long as there are rules and 
regulations and these are strictly 
implemented, 1 don't think min- 
ing will be that bad because it re- 
ally helps our economy and we 
can take better care of our cultur- 
al communities,” he said. 

Не said this was the reason the. 
government established the Na- 
tional Commission for Indige- 
nous Peoples. 

Last year, Davao Archbishop 
Fernando Capalla, former CBCP 
president, wrote the DENR to 
raise the bishops’ concern about 
the lack of transparency in the ap- 


A surprise appearance was 
made by Archbishop Ricardo Car- 
dinal Vidal of Cebu, а known Ar- 
Toyo supporter. He joined the 
crowd of about 1,000, including 
noisy traditional and leftist politi 
cians. 


Ignore CBCP at your peril 

Bishop Teodoro Bacani warned 
the President against ignoring the 
CBCP statement. 

“She ignores it at her peril,” he 
told reporters. “If she doesn't lis- 
ten, ill be the people who'll 
move. Shell be in danger because 
the people will see that she's real- 
ly not responding to the needs of 
the country.” With reports from 
Michael Lim Ubac, Armand N. 
Nocum, Christian V. Esguerra, 
Christine О. Avendaño and. 
Luige A. del Puerto; and Delfin T. 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


proval of mining contracts and 
displacement of indigenous peo- 
ples. 


Dialogue 

Romualdez said the bishops’ 
statement had triggered inquiries 
by worried members of the local 
mining chamber, many of them 
involved in about two dozen ma- 
jor mining projects that took off 
last year after the Supreme Court 
upheld the legality of the mining 
law. 

He urged the bishops to accept 
the chamber's longstanding call 
for a face-to-face dialogue on the 
issues raised by the Church. 

"We would want to pursue a di- 
alogue with the bishops and 
maybe they could reach discern- 
ment on Philippine mining is- 
sues,” he said, 

Since 1998, the Chamber of 
Mines of the Philippines has 
‘opened channels for a possible di- 
alogue but has not been success- 
ful in reaching out to members of 
the CBCR according to Ro- 
mualdez. 

Market analysts said the СВСР 
statement did not affect mining 
stocksyesterday. With a report 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


From page At 

position is banking on bugged 
conversations,” said former Elec- 
tion Commissioner Virgilio Gar- 
cillano in a phone interview yes- 
terday. 

The confessional may be the 
only way to find the truth, said 
Rep. Prospero Pichay, an admin- 
istration айу. The Surigao del 
Sur congressman said the bish- 
орз could ask Ms Arroyo to con- 
fess to one of the prelates. 

But, Pichay quipped: "What 
truth are they looking for?” 


T can't invent stories 

Garcillano denied any “acts of 
evasion and obstruction,” at 
least on his part, during the sev- 
en-month wiretapping inquiry 
which ended Wednesday. 


“In fact, I told them the truth, 
but they won't listen to me. I 
can't invent stories. The problem 
is that they have a concept of 
truth different from what Ive 
said," Garcillano said. 

‘The 68-year-old Garcillano 
stressed that the most celebrated 
inquiry in the history of the 
House of Representatives failed 
because the opposition’s hands 
were soiled as well. 

"Every time I look at them, I 
see blood in their hands,” he 
said. He did not elaborate. 

Garcillano claimed that the 
tapped phone conversations be- 
tween him and Ms Arroyo at the 
height of the canvassing of votes 
in 2004 did not "show any agree- 
ment to rig the elections. 

However, he agreed with the 


Opposition’s idea of truth 


Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines that the truth 
should be relentlessly pursued. 
"There is an imperative need 
for leaders of this county to 
raise the sagging spirit of the Fil- 
ipino people. They should not 
hide the truth from their con- 
stituents. They must exercise 
their conscience and not invent 
stories,” said Garcillano, who 
came out after five months of 
hiding in December last year. 


Ask GMA to confess 

Pichay told the Ingumen that 
the House inquiry on the wiretap- 
ping case was not a fact-finding 
investigation but a hearing in aid 
of legislation—to plug loopholes 
in the Omnibus Election Code and 
the Anti-Wiretapping Law. 


different, 


"Why don't they just ask the 
President to confess before 
one of them [bishops] and ask 
what she said in order for them 
to know the truth?" said 
Pichay. 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles of Davao City said 
he also supported the CBCP 
stand. 

“The entire nation wants to 
know the truth. That is a given. 
Bur the search for truth has to be 
within legal parameters. There 
are many truths in courts of law 
that cannot be out due to techni- 
cal legal processes and problems 
like admissible evidence,” No- 
grales зай 

"This is something we need to 
live with in the search for the 
truth,” he said. 


says Garcillano 


GARCILLANO 
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Sandiganbayan allows 
Erap to see eye doctor 


By Nelson Е Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN SPECIAL DIVISION 
yesterday allowed former President Joseph 
Estrada to get treatment for an infected eye at 
the San Juan Medical Center. 

Estrada's right eye is infected and has af- 
fected his vision. 

In a seven-page Omnibus Manifestation 
and Motion, Estrada's lawyer, former Sen. 
Rene Saguisag, asked the anti-graft courts 
Special Division to allow the former president 
to be seen by an ophthalmologist, based оп 
the recommendation of Dr. Lorenzo Jocson, 
Estrada's personal physician. 

In open court, Jocson said that he visited 
Estrada last Jan. 21 and Jan. 25 at the deten- 
tion center in Tanay, Rizal, and noticed 
"swelling and puffiness of the right eye." 

Estrada had complained of “blurring vision 
and bi-temporal headaches,” he said. 

Jocson, a surgeon, said he initially thought 
Estrada’s eye condition was caused by an in- 
sect bite and prescribed pain killers and anti- 
histamines. 

‘Although the puffiness around Estrada's right 
eye subsided, his eyelid was drooping, “virtually, 
hindi na makakita 


Estrada initially complained about his eye. If 
the former president had been detained at the 
VMMC, he would have received medical care 
right away, he said. 

Former Manila City Prosecutor Jose 
Flaminiano, who is also a member of Estra- 
da's legal defense team, said VMMC would 
have a “chilling effect” on Estrada and poten- 
tial witnesses of the defense panel. 

'Flaminiano said the government had no re- 
spect for a person's right to privacy, as shown 
in recent developments. He added that the in- 
telligence service of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines has been known to misuse its bug- 
ging capabilities. 

Sandiganbayan Presiding Justice and Special Di- 
vision chair Teresita de Castro directed the court 
Sherif, Ed Urieta, to escort Estrada to the hospital 
She also ordered the Philippine National Police to 
provide the usual security arrangement. | 

It’s up to Estrada's doctors to determine 
how long he would stay in the hospital. 

Saguisag asked the Special Division to recon- 
sider its resolution directing Estrada to choose 
between Тапау and VMCC, proposing instead 
that the former president be allowed to moved to 
his Polk Street residence in Greenhills, San Juan. | 


yung isang mata (one 
eye cannot see)," Joc- 
son said, adding that 
the condition should 
be looked at by an 
ophthalmologist. 
Special Prosecutor 
Dennis Villa-Ignacio 
did not oppose Estra- C 
das request for a 
medical examina- 
tion, but stressed the 
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need for him to be 
transferred to the 
Veterans Memorial 
Medical Center for 
the duration of his 
plunder trial. 

This proposal was 
opposed by Estrada's 
defense lawyers for 
fear the facility could 
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RP growth slower but surprising 


"From page Al 
percent in 2004. Santos said all 
sub-sectors in industry posted 
"remarkable growth," except for 
utilities, which suffered because 
of reductions in government 
spending to achieve its fiscal 
deficit target. 

"The economy regained the 
growth momentum that got de- 
‘railed during thé third quarter,” 
said NSDB Secretary General Ro- 
mulo Virola. “All major sectors 
contributed positively to the 
growth of the economy despite 
the persistent increases in oil and. 
consumer prices and the political 
turmoil that continued to hound 
business and government." 


Achievement 
Although GDP expansion 
missed the high end of the gov- 
ernment target of 5.3 percent, 
‘President Macapagal-Arroyo said 
that last years growth was an 
"achievement," considering the 
higher oil prices, weaker global 
` demand for Philippine products 
and political squabbling. 
Ms Arroyo said money sent 
ihome by a bigger number of 


OFWs, many of whom had land- 
ed higher paying jobs abroad, 
provided a strong pillar for the 
economy. 

Remittances were estimated to 
rise 23 pereent to $10.85 billion 
in 2005 compared to $8.81 bil- 
lion the previous year. More than 
eight million Filipinos work 
abroad, representing about a 
10th of the country's population. 

"Even critics of the economy say 
ме are resilient. We are more than 
resilient, we are tough," said Den- 
nis Arroyo, director for policy and 
planning of the National Economic 
and Development Authority. 

David Cohen, director for eco- 
nomic forecasting at Action Eco- 
nomics in Singapore, admitted he 
and other private sector analysts 
had harbored doubts the Philip- 
pines would post a growth higher 
than 5 percent. 


Q4 growth. 

"So now I hope people will be 
satisfied," Cohen said. "It does echo 
the strong year-end performance 
we had seen across the region." 

‘The Philippine economy regis- 
tered а seasonally adjusted 


growth of 27 percent in the 
fourth quarter, way below market 
estimates of 3.2 percent. Even so, 
it was still the strongest quarterly 
figure in eight years. 

“Despite the upsurge in remit- 
tances of the country's OFWs, the 
continued hike in the prices of 
goods and services set back con- 
sumer spending in the fourth 
quarter," Virola said. 

Although the higher prices of 
ой and basic commodities 
crimped consumer spending, 
consumption grew at a seasonally 
adjusted pace of 8 percent in the. 
fourth quarter from the third 
where it rose by only 1 percent. 

‘Consumption makes up about 70 
percent of Philippine GDB and the 
fourth quarter is traditionally a peri- 
od of brisk spending as people pre- 
pare for the Christmas holidays. 

Shipments of electronic prod- 
ucts, which make up two-thirds 
of total exports, have suffered 
from competition with China, es- 
pecially after Japan's Toshiba 
Corp. moved a laptop manufac- 
turing plant from the Philippines 
to China in late 2004. 

For the first 11 months of 


GMA presents P1B in benefits 


| From pageAl 


she had asked Pag-Ibig to “rev up 

sits shelter generation program for 

; policemen." 

"Ms Arroyo said she had also 
talked to Carlito Puno, chair of 
the Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation, to open 1,000 new schol- 
arship slots to children of police 
personnel “who have fallen and 
who have been wounded in ac- 
tion.” 

(Earlier, officials unveiled the 
PNP Heritage Park, at the center 
of which is a monument with 
marble walls bearing the names 
of policemen who died in the line 
of duty) 

Оп top of these, she called on 
Congress to pass the budgetary 
allocation for compensation so 
that 120,000 members of the PNP 

{ and other civil servants could re- 


ceive an average 8-percent in- 
crease in their take-home pay. 


Bona fide poor 

She acknowledged that many 
PNP personnel were "bona fide 
members of the poor." 

"Before our fiscal reforms, 
we were expecting so much of 
our policemen without giving 
much to our police. But, to 
those from whom much is ex- 
pected, much must also be giv- 
en," she said. 

Ms Arroyo said that in the next 
few days the government would 
release a series of Saros (Special 
Allotment Release Order) worth 
P1 billion for the PNP so it could 
hire more police personnel and 
buy more handguns and patrol 
cars. 

For the next five years, the gov- 
emment will hire 15,000 police 


personnel and purchase 25,000 
handguns and 2,500 new patrol 
cars for them, according to the 
President. 

She said 15 percent of the slots 
for new recruits would be re- 
served for women. 


Phone lines, too 

То help fight crime better, the 
President said she had ordered 50 
more telephone lines to be 
opened for the PNP emergency 
response network. 

Ms Arroyo also extolled the po- 
lice for their commitment to pro- 
tect and defend the country 
against the pirates who "prefer to 
pillage our gains.” 

“There are dark places where 
the sunlight of freedom and hope 
does not shine, and there are dark 
and evil people who reside in the 
shadows who wish to do our na- 


2005, exports grew by just 2.7 
percent from a year earlier. The 
government had an export 
growth target of 10 percent for 
2005, but the central bank had 
said exports might only rise by 
6.0 percent. Exports grew by 14.1 
percent in 2004. 


Gov't forecast 

‘The government expects GDP 
growth to pick up this year to 5.7 to 
63 percent. While that December 
forecast is below the governments 
original goal of 6.3 to 7.3 percent, it 
is well above the median forecast of 
47 percent taken from a Reuters 
poll of analysts. 

Analysts see slower consumer 
spending as a key risk to growth 
this year, as Filipinos cope with 
an expected rise in the val- 
ue-added tax rate next month to 
12 percent from 10 percent. 

The expanded VAT is a key part 
of the fiscal reforms aimed at rais- 
ing chronically weak revenues 
and ensuring а balanced budget 
by 2008 at the earliest. 

“For 2006, the global picture 
remains supportive and there is 
теазоп to hope that the Philip- 


to cops 


tion and our people harm," she 
said. 

The President said the police 
knew who these people 
were—kidnappers, — criminals, 
terrorists, drug dealers and desta- 
bilizers "who are working to 
plant fear in the people every 
day" 

She called the police "heroes" 
deserving of the faith, respect 
and the applause of the people. 


Ensure loyalty 

Police officials did not see Ms 
Arroyo's promises to the PNP as 
an attempt to buy off and ensure 
their loyalty to her scandal-rid- 
den administration. 

"These are longdelayed re- 
quirements,” said Chief Supt. Vic- 
tor Boco, head of the Bicol police, 
referring to the handguns and pa- 
trol cars. 


pines can participate, especially 
with continued strength in remit- 
tances,” Cohen said. “However, 
rising oil prices can again poten- 
tially derail everything,” 

‘The continuing political crisis 
hounding the Arroyo administra- 
tion would remain the major 
challenge to the economy this 
year, according to analysts. 

Ms Arroyo survived an im- 
peachment bid in Congress last 
year, but her popularity remains 
in the doldrums over allegations 
she cheated in the 2004 polls. Al- 
lies have deserted her and calls 
for her resignation continue. 


Increased spending 

Even so, Santos said a recovery 
in agricultural production and in- 
creased infrastructure spending 
should also help the economy 
achieve the governments GDP 
growth target this year. 

"The challenge now is to sus- 
tain and accelerate growth to a 
level where we can significantly 
raise the standard of living of ma- 
jority of Filipinos,” Santos said. 

Dennis Arroyo, who is not relat- 
ed to the President, said a boom in 


"She does not have to do that. 
We've always been behind her ad- 
ministration,” Boco said when 
asked if he thought Ms Arroyo's 
promises would help cement the 
police's loyalty to her. 

Senior government officials 
have probably found the time to 
really listen to the problems of the 
police force, according to Boco. 

“We know what we lack, and I 
can speak for my region. Here, we 
really have problems with mobili- 
ty" said Chief Supt. Ely de la Paz, 
head of the Eastern Visayas po- 
lice. “If those are given, that will 
really help usa lot.” 

Other high-ranking officers 
echoed similar observations. 

“We're not being bought with 
these promises,” said Chief Supt. 
Joel Goltiao, head of the Police 
‘Community Relations Group. 

“Where do we get these things, 


Abalos, other Comelec execs reject quit call anew 


From page Al 


меһо! Sadain and Rufino Javier 
would not resign because doing 
so would give the impression 
that they were guilty of wrong- 
doing. 

‘The Comelec has an ugly pub- 
lic reputation. Results of a So- 
cial Weather Stations survey 
conducted at the height of the 
wiretapping issue in July last 
year gave the poll body a nega- 

' tive 27 trust rating. 
‘Two of the current commis- 
sioners—Javier and Sadain—will 
‘finish their terms on Thursday, 
i giving Ms Arroyo a chance to fill 
1 the vacancies as well as a third 
seat that has been vacant since 
June last year. 
Romeo Brawner, who assumed 
* his post in September last year, is 
the only commissioner whose 
name has not been dragged into 
the scandals. 


Trial court 

Abalos deplored the accusa- 
tions against the Comelec, saying 
these were never brought before 
any trial court. 

“That's the trouble when 


By T] Burgonio 


WITH LESS THAN TWO YEARS 
to go, IT experts are not that op- 
timistie that the country's elec- 
tion system could bé fully auto- 
mated in time for the 2007 mid- 
term elections. 

Gus Lagman, adviser of the 
Information Technology Foun- 
dation of the Philippines, admit- 
ted yesterday that the timetable. 
for such an automated system 
would be too "tight." 

“We're only 17 months away. 
It would take three months be- 
fore that (modernization) law 


could be passed. So we're left 
with 14 months. And then the 
bidding process normally takes 
several months, maybe 90 
days,” Lagman told a Senate 
hearing on the electoral system. 

"That's going to leave us 11 
months to procure and imple- 
ment the system, and educate 
the voters,” he added. 

Educating the electorate on 
the new system would also take. 
several months, he stressed. 

Elena Van Tooren, president 
of the Philippine Computer So- 
ciety, said it would take at least 
two years to implement an auto- 


Automated 2007 elections look dim 


mated system. 

She cautioned against rush- 
ing into a system that was being 
tried only for the first time. 

She also said that, owing to 
many questions about the credi- 
bility and integrity of the whole 
process, “it may take a while to 
build this credibility and trans- 
parency in the process.” 

Lagman, Tooren and other 
IT experts appeared at the 
hearing on three Senate bills 
seeking to amend RA 8436, 
which authorized the Com- 
mission on Elections to use au- 
tomated counting machines in 


the May 1998 elections. 

The hearing was conducted * 
by the committee on constitu- 
tional amendments, chaired by 
Sen. Richard Gordon. 

Lagman said an automated 
system could be in place before 
2007 if RA 8436 was quickly 
amended or if a special bidding 
process was held. 

“Its doable, but we have to 
move very fast. The law must be 
amended as quickly as possible, 
there should be a special bid- 
ding process so we can speed 
this up,” he said later in an inter- 
view. 


there's no full-blown trial Aba- 
los said. 

He said the Supreme Courts 
nullification, due to bidding ir- 
regularities, of the purchase of 
the automated machines from 
MegaPacific eSolutions Inc. was 
reached “without an extensive in- 


quiry into the facts." 

He pointed out that unlike in 
the case of the expanded value- 
added tax law, the high tribunal 
never issued any temporary re- 
straining order or held any subse- 
quent hearing for the automation 
contract. 


Unlike in the NorthRail deal, 
the case over the automatic ma- 
chines was not remanded to a 
lower court, he said. 


Garci acted alone 
“The case is pending; we'll 
wait for its [resolution], " Abalos 


Joker sees something sinister in PCGG 


From page Al 
tle the cases against Marcos crony 
Eduardo "Danding" Cojuangco 
Jr. 

Sabio not only refused to reply 
to Arroyo's questions about an al- 
leged government plan for a com- 
promise deal with Cojuangeo, but 
also ordered his fellow commis- 
sioners and PCGG staff not to an- 
swer. 

After Sabio refused to budge 
and on the motion of Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile, the Senate finance 
committee slashed to zero the 
proposed P67 million budget of 
the PCGG for 2006. 

"What is so secretive about the 
deal that Chairman Sabio would 

| risk losing his budget all because 
he did not want to answer a very 
simple question? There's some- 

1 thing sinister in this," Arroyo said 
ina press conference. 

Interviewed Бу reporters, 
Sabio said he wanted to protect 
his office but refused to elaborate 
оп how the PCGG could be hurt if 


4 


he answered Arroyo's question. 

When asked if his answer 
‘would have been “incriminating,” 
Sabio said: "Not for us. Pm a new 
official of the PCGG." 

Arroyo said he had received in- 
formation that negotiations on а 
compromise agreement on the 
P130-billion coconut levy fund 
had been going on for the last two 
weeks. 

“You would think that what 
(Sabio) knows has the value of a 
confession. Why can't he just an- 
swer the question? The answer 
will not prejudice him. What wor- 
ries me is that he could not an- 
swer the question of whether the 
President knew or not," Arroyo 
sa 


First time 

"The implication is that the 
President knew but (Sabio) did 
mot want to answer. That is more. 
worrisome. 1 never expected that. 
this hearing would go this way. 
This is the first time that a hear- 


^ 


ing has resulted in this kind of an 
answer, with a resource person 
like the PCGG chairman defying 
the Senate,” he added. 

On Dec. 19 last year, Sabio said 
the РОСС was open to a compro- 
mise with Cojuangco but the 
business tycoon ruled out any 
agreement two days later. 

"Which makes it worse. Why is 
Sabio now so eager (if Cojuangco 
had said no)?" Arroyo said. 


Sabio's side 

Sabio defended his refusal to 
answer questions at the Senate, 
saying that PCGG charter stipu- 
lated that "no member or staff of 
the commission shall be required 
to testify or produce evidence in 
any judicial, legislative, or ad- 
ministrative proceeding concern- 
ing matters within its official cog- 
nizance." 

Sabio added that the Supreme 
Court itself had upheld the PCGG 
charter. 

"With due respect and deep re- 


gret, I am constrained to say that 
I have decided not to testify or 
produce evidence in this proceed- 
ing concerning matters within 
the official cognizance of the 
commission. And 1 have advised 
my fellow members and our staff 
to do likewise,” Sabio said in a 
prepared statement he read to 
the committee. 

He read the statement midway 
during the budget hearing, which 
lasted for only 15 minutes after 
Arroyo insisted that the PCGG 
chair answer his questions. 


Presidential approval 

Arroyo pointed out that Sabio 
on his own could not have ap- 
proved negotiations for a deal 
that involved billions of pesos 
since this would require a "policy 
decision" from the President. 

"I was executive secretary 
when (former PCGG) Chair (Jovi- 
to) Salonga entered into compro- 
mise agreements and could not 
do so without the authority of the 


said, referring to the graft case 
being investigated by the Om- 
budsman. 

With regard to the wiretap 
scandal, Abalos said former 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcil- 
lano acted alone. The wiretap- 
ping controversy involved sup- 


silence 


President of the Philippines," Ar- 
royo said. 

“Certainly, the PCGG does not 
have the authority under its char- 
ter which I made, as Executive 
Secretary during the time of Cory 
Aquino, to enter into agreement 
unless the President of the Philip- 
pines says so," he said. 

“Now, what 1 want to ask this: 
Did President GMA authorize you 
to enter into an agreement?” he 
said. 

"Did President Gloria Macapa: 
gal-Arroyo authorize you, we 
want to know that?” Arroyo 
pressed on. 


‘Can't fool me’ 

“if your honor may please, as 
we said, we go by the decision of 
the honorable Supreme Court, 
Sabio replied. 

But Arroyo said Sabio could 
not refuse to answer his questions 
since the PCGG chair was attend- 
ing a budget hearing, and not a 
congressional invest 
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the mining industry and huge rev- 
enues from the higher consumer 
tax could generate up to P77.5 bil- 
lion in extra revenue this year. ~ 

Since the Supreme Court in 
December 2004 threw outa legal 
challenge to the law that liberal- 
ized the mining sector, 24 mining 
projects have generated $339.7 
million in investments, creating 
some 5,000 jobs. ; 

Santos said that while the ffs 
cal position remained weak, it 
was continually improving. 

The budget deficit is expected 
to fall to P124.9 billion, or 2.21 
percent of GDP this year, from 
P146.5 billion in 2005, he said. 

But Solita Monsod, an eco- 
nomics professor atthe University 
of the Philippines, voiced concern. 
Over the way the Arroyo adminis- 
tration was dealing with the huge 
budget deficit. She said the gov- 
ernment should be careful about 
cutting down on expenditures and 
insteadraisemorerevenues. + 

Monsod said cutting goverh- 
ment expenditures would ad- 
versely affect economic growth. 
With reports from Gil Cabacun- 
ganJr, AR AFP and Reuters. ; 


anyway? Of course, they'd come 
from the government," he said. 

In his speech, PNP Director 
General Arturo Lomibao said that 
for the police to deliver effective. 
services to the public, the police 
would need 50,000 more men, 
20,000 more handguns and 734 
more police stations. 

Of the 1,500 or so police sta- 
tions nationwide, one third or 
roughly 500 need patrol cars, he 
said. 

Also, 180 troop carriers are 
needed to quickly move police 
personnel to the regions, he said, 

Reacting to Ms Arroyos 
speech, Lomibao said more re- 
sources meant "better perfor- 
mance is expected from the PNR” 

He dismissed those who saw 
the benefits as Ms Arroyo's way of 
buying police support as people 
who were just “sowing intrigues.” 


posed conversations between 
Garcillano and President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo to tamper with the 
2004 vote. 

Abalos said Comelec officials 
were willing to undergo a judi- 
cial or congressional investiga- 
tion into the controversy any- 
time. 

James Arthur Jimenez, a direc- 
tor at Comelec’s education and 
information department, said 
Abalos and the other commis- 
sioners would not resign as а 
matter of principle. 


An independent body 

"Comelec is an independent 
body and its members are only 
removable by impeachment," 
he told reporters. 

Jimenez said that just be- 
cause Abalos and the others re- 
jected calls for them to resign 
did not mean the Comelec 
would not do anything about 
other points raised by the bish- 
ops, such as the need for a mod 
ernelection process. With rê- 
ports from Gil C. Cabacungan 
Jr, Armand N. Nocum and 
Leila B. Salaverria 


“He thinks he is immune to 
questions. 1 should know (the 
PCGG charter) since my namic 
is there. That's the first execu 
tive order of President Cory 
Aquino and my signature Ё 
there. Thats why he can't foo 
around with me іп that matter, 
Arroyo said. 

"There are so many goverh 
ment officials who think that they 
are sacred cows and untouch 
able," he added. 


No walkout 

Sabio denied earlier reports h 
had walked out of the Senat. 
hearing, saying he had asked th 
senators if they were done wit 
him and that he asked to leave. 

“And T left. 1 didn't walk out, 
Sabio told the Ingum in a phon 
interview. 

When asked how he felt abou: 
the Senate slashing his budget t 
nothing, Sabio said: ч leave ti 
to the wisdom of the Senate 
With a report from Alcuin Papa. 
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the WORLD ae 
Hamas victory may provoke EU aid cut 


BRUSSELS—THE EUROPEAN UNION WILL SEEK mh decisions Diplomats x it Hamas асла донт change does not dissolve its armed wing London Monday evening, with 

5. has time while waiting for a Pales- its positions, it would be ‘unthink- and renounce threats against Is- counterparts from the US, Russia 
Monday to hammer out a response to Hamas's sinian govemment to be formed, able that such an authoriy bei; zae, and Israel is pressing the FU e the UN- has stressed that the 
shock election win, amid a blunt warning the bloc os = My ne = oes byEU. led to do the: epum EU faces a new situation. 

i Я DIOC M horiyheadMahmudAbbasre- Merkel, whose country is the key “It is up to the EU to. clarify — Everybody hopes that the obli- 
could cut huge aid payouts if the new Palestinian mainsitskeycontact. EU paymaster. that there will not be any Euro- gation ae 
Jeadership threatens Israel. ‘But German Chancellor Angela The EU is the largest financial pean understanding shown to- litical process will have a positive 

Merkel warned starkly at the donor to the Palestinians and also wards a process which would effect on Hamas,” told the French 

As EU foreign ministers meetfor The Brussels meeting willbethe weekend, it would be “unthink- one ‘of the four sponsors of the mean the establishment of a gov- daily Le Monde's weekend edition. 
regular talks, contacts were also first chance for the 25-nationbloc’s able” for the EU to continue to stalled Mideast peace roadmap. ептеп: of terror" Israels Foreign Also Monday the EU ministers 
‘expected with a senior Iranian ne- ministers to talk since the long-rul- fund the Authority if Since 2003 it has given about 500 Minister Tzippi Livni said last will discuss the Iran crisis, which is 
'gotiator on the deepening crisis ing Fatah faction lost last week's Hamas—which is on an EU terror million euros ($613 million) annu- week. ‘coming to a head in the run-up toa 
ever Tehran's nuclear plans, ahead Palestinian elections at the hands blacklist—does not renounce vio- ally EU foreign policy chief Javier meeting of the International Atom- 
‘of crunch talks in Vienna this ofthe militant Islamic group. Тепсе against Israel. "The United States has already Solana—who will also attend a ic Energy Agency (IAEA) on Thurs- 
‘week. ‘The ЕШ is unlikely to take any “We must wait to see how wamed of cuts in aid if Hamas meeting of the Mideast Quartet in day. AFP 


'Saudi company 
boycotts Danish 
goods to protest 
paper's cartoons 


‘ABDULLAH ALOTHAIM, EXECUTIVE PRESI- 
dent of Al-Othaim Holding Company reaf- 
firmed yesterday his company’s boycott of Dan- 
ish products until that country’s largest daily 
apologizes for publishing 12 cartoons which he 
said mocked the Prophet Muhammad, accord- 
ing to a news release sent to the Inquirer by the 
‚Saudi Arabia Embassy in Manila. 

‘The release quoted Al-Othaim as having 
said that just as Denmark had freedom of the 
press, Muslims had freedom to buy or not to 
buy. The company is comprised of five sub- 
sidiaries (Al-Othaim Supermarket, Al-Oth- 
aim Mall, Entertainment, Training Center 
and Al-Othaim Commercial Group) and 
owns around 60 branches across the King- & 
dom. 

Al-Othaim's decision, which he said in- 
cluded a boycott of any supplier that in- 
cludes Danish products, may help to impact 
SR1.3 billion worth of exports to Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Denmark has been the target of protests, 
particularly in the Middle East since the pub- 
lication of the cartoons in the private-run 
Jyllands-Posten newspaper last September. 

‘The 12 published cartoons included a por- 
trayal of the prophet wearing a time-bomb 
shaped turban and showing him as a wild- 
eyed, knife-wielding bedouin flanked by 
two women shrouded in black. 

Muslims consider images of Mohammed 
as blasphemous. 

The cartoons have sparked an uproar in 
the Muslim world. Aside from Saudi Arabia, 
there have been campaigns for Danish prod- 
ucts to be boycotted in Kuwait. 

‘On Sunday, Libya said it was closing its 
embassy in Denmark in protest against the 
publication there last year of caricatures of 
the prophet Mohammed, amid a rising tide 
of anger in Muslim countries. 

“In light of the attacks against the prophet 
Mohammed and the silence of the Danish 
authorities, Libya has decided to close down 
its diplomatic representation in Copen- 
hagen the Libyan foreign ministry an- 
nounced in a statement run by the official 
Jana news agency. 

‘The statement added that Libya would 
take “retaliatory economic measures against 
Denmark," 


‘The Danish government “vigorously con- 

базны уыз ths ce ae Jett Water Heater Co., Inc. 
Danish flags have been burnt in the Arab ‘The Direct Selling Company 
world (on the West Bank) and expects the 

governments of these countries to do the Л è N 

Soren st. Mise Per dg эёпО Se It's A New Day to Embrace Change 
Moeller said in a statement. Jett Water Heater Co. Inc.is now a Direct Selling Company 


Moeller said such acts were “worrying” af offering our products and services directly to our customers. 
Denmark “normally maintains a good dia- 


Jogue with the Arab world and has played a 2 
constructive role at the international level in. even yout N \ More Products & Services to Meet Your Needs 


the Middle East peace process and the pro- Instant Water Heaters x Storage Water Heaters » Energy Saving Water Heaters 
motion of dialogue and understanding." 


He said he would be talking to fellow Eu- М E 
ee ANERE менто га ATIMOR JETI) JETT 


and the Danish government would decide in af your Shower Healers 
the light of its talks what further contacts it an aM u oe the Storage Heaters HEAT PUMP 
should make to resolve the issue. ina 24 

The boycott has extended to companies yo zl 
such as Novo Nordisk (pharmaceuticals) cE Ч VULCAN VULCAN 
and отла (pumps) according to the eI storage Water Heaters Solar Water етет» 
Danish industries’ federation. i 

‘Also adversely affected is Arla Foods, Eu- " ER А Г 
торе'з second-largest dairy company and ће m Cal Calorifiers + Water Pumps « Filters » Purifiers * Water Supply * Water Systems 
leading Danish exporter to Saudi Arabia, ENT TERMS 
‘where it sells an estimated two billion kro- pi TER CALL 
ner ($328 million) worth of products every 
year. 

"Моге and more supermarkets are aking TXT 
our products off their shelves and don't want 2 с 
fresh supplies because consumers no longer " GUARANTEE ; EMAIL : ра Ag 
want to buy our brand,” Arla Foods gu 


spokesperson Louis Honore said. "The situa- y ol it WEB W UT. Сот! | 


tion is very serious.” N 
Апа Foods sales staff had been summoned Units 3 & 5 Bona Condominium, 545 EDSA, Cubao, Quezon City 
by major Saudi customers who were threat- 
ening to stop buying Arla butter and cheeses. 
unless the Danish government officially 
apologized for the cartoons, he said, 
Officials in Muslim countries and various JETT SALES & SERVICES CO., INC. BAGUIO SALES & SERVICE CENTER PERKS WATER HEATER SALES 
religious bodies have voiced their indigna- 287 A. Dol Rosario St. Guizo, MANDAUE City 146 Kisad Rd., BAGUIO City 68-B Fuentes Bidg., Quirino Ave DAVAO City 


tion over the cartoons. 032 - 3464536 . 032 - 3464537 « 032 - 4202563 074 - 6191203 « 074 - 3041832 082 - 2250915 . 082 - 3008823 
With a report from AFP 
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The\WORLD | 
Bomb attacks in Iraq КШ 
dozens; US reporters hurt 


BAGHDAD—A SUICIDE CAR 
bomber blew himself up Monday 
next to a police training center in 
southeast Iraq, causing dozens of 
casualties, a day after a rocky ses- 
sion in the trial of Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

One policeman was killed and 
39 others wounded, including 
Four senior officers, in the city of 
Nasiriyah when the bomber 
struck during a training session, 
police said. 

“It was an open area where the 
policemen were training when a 
suicide car bomber blew up a 
саг” said a police officer from Ashraf Qazi, said the bombings 
Nasiriyah, 375 km from Bagh- outside the churches were “a rep- 
dad rehensible act that can only exac- 

Iraqi security forces have been erbate sectarian violence." 
prime targets of insurgents at- Не called upon Iraqi authori- 
tempting to destabilize the coun- ties to preserve the safety of all 
try since the March 2003 US-led worshippers and the sanctity of 
invasion. places of worship. 

А wave of fresh violence has In central Iraq, Bob 
been unleashed by insurgents in Woodruff, news anchor with 
the past two days with dozens the US television network ABC, 
killed and scores of others and his cameraman Doug Vogt 
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wounded, as rebels have struck 
with car bombs near churches 
and roadside bombs across the 
country. 

One roadside blast wounded 
two US television journalists near 
the town of Taji, north of Bagh- 
dad, on Sunday. 

Sundays attacks near 
churches in Baghdad and in the 
northern city of Kirkuk killed 
three people and wounded 
more than a dozen Iraqis. The 
attacks triggered fears of sec- 
tarian tension. 

The UN representative in Iraq, 


were seriously wounded when 
the vehicle they were in hit a 
roadside bomb. 

The two were embedded with 
the US army, but riding in an Iraqi. 
security forces armored vehicle that he could leave the court and 
ahead of an eight-vehicle convoy then ordered the former dictator 
at the time of the attack, ABC te- out. 
ported. “Iled you for 35 years and you 

They were flown Monday toa order me out of the court, retort- 
US military medical facility in ed Saddam. 

Landstuhl, Germany, after un- “Tam the judge, you are the de- 
dergoing surgery in Iraq, ABC fendant. You have to obey the 
News president David Westin rules,” said the judge. 

said. Saddam said "this is an Ameri- 

The latest rebel attacks came can court, not an Iraqi court.” 
amid chaos in the trial of Saddam Тһе defense lawyers also 
on Sunday, with the deposed dic- walked out and have now threat- 
tator walking out and his half- ened to boycott the trial com- 
brother Barzan al-Tikriti being pletely. 
ejected from the court on the “We are not going to appear in 
judge's order. the next session for a number of 

The new Kurdish judge Rauf reasons, the first is that the court 
Rasheed Abdel Rahman left his was so aggressive against our 
authoritarian mark on his first clients and the lawyers," Najib al- 
day by ejecting Barzan from Nuami, one of Saddam's lawyers 
the court and also taking on and a former Qatari minister of 
Saddam in a heated verbal ex- justice, said. 


change. 

“I want to leave the court,” 
Saddam, red-faced with anger, 
told the judge during their argu- 
ment, to which the judge replied 


THE WRECKAGE of a caris strewn in front of a Roman Catholic church 
attacked by a car bomb the previous day in Baghdad jan. 30. ^ 


Sabotage suspected 


DOMELI, PAKISTAN—SABOTEURS 
probably tampered with a section of 
railway track in Pakistan, causing a 
train to plunge into a ravine and 
killing at least three people, a minis- 
ter said Monday. 

Investigators found nuts on the 
track were unscrewed when they 
examined the site of Sunday's crash 
near the city of Jhelum in the east- 
em province of Punjab, Railways 
Minister Ishaq Khakwani told AFP 

Six carriages of the express 
jumped the rails and three fell in- 
to the 15-meter gully as it was 
travelling from Rawalpindi, a city 
adjoining Islamabad, toward the 
eastern city of Lahore. 

“It is almost confirmed now 
that itis an act of sabotage. The 
evidence says it is sabotage,” 
Khakwani said. 

“We have seen spanners, the nuts 
of the fish plates were open,” he 
added, referring to a key track part 
used to join different тай sections. 

The minister said there were 
“several elements” who could 


have been involved with tamper- 
ing with the rails, adding: “It 
could be internal, it could be ex- 
ternal.” 

The suspected sabotage was 
so in a “technically important" 
area. "Such a derailment in a hilly 
area could have caused greater 
loss but luckily there were not 
many casualties,” he added. 

The rest of the estimated 400 
passengers in the stricken coach- 


es survived the crash and it was a 
“miracle” that more were not though the attacks have largely 
Killed, said Maj. Gen. Shaukat been confined to Baluchistan it- 
Sultan, President Pervez Mushar- self 
ral’s spokesperson. Seven people were injured ina 
‘Two of the dead were women, bomb blast on a passenger train 
he said. near the provincial capital Quetta 
‘Tariq Masood, a rescue worker last April 
from a private relief organiza The rebels are demanding 
who rushed to the scene, said more revenues from Baluchis- 
there were suspicions that the tams natural resources and in- 
rails had been tampered with. creased political rights. 
“People say the track wasdam- ^ Accidents on Pakistan's aging 
aged, its fish plates were re- and overcrowded railway system. 
moved. There arefearsitcouldbe have themselves claimed hun- 
anact ofsabotage,"lietold AFP at dreds oflives in recent years. АЕР 


The railways minister said re- 
pair work was under way and rail 
traffic was likely to resume Mon- 
day afternoon. 

Officials would not speculate. 
in detail about who might have 
sabotaged the track 

Tribal militants from Pak- 
istan's southwestern province of 
Baluchistan have carried out a 
series of bombings on railway 
lines since January 2004, al- 


PAKISTAN Army troops and railway workers gather around a derailed passenger train in Domeli, about 
100 km southeast of Islamabad Jan. 30. Sabotage to a rail track caused part of the packed express train to 
derail and crash into a ravine, killing at least three people and injuring more than 40, officals said. 


Bird flu virus reaches Cyprus 
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BRUSSELS/NICOSIA—EUROPEAN UNION 
authorities have confirmed the presence of 
the deadly HSNI strain of avian flu in a sam 

ple taken from poultry from northern Cyprus, 
the European Commission said on Sunday. 

It was the latest sign that the virus, found 
mostly in Asia, was spreading west to infect 
birds їп Europe and humans on the conti- 
nent's doorstep. Turkey has reported 21 hu- 
man cases of HSN1, including four deaths. 

“The European Commission and the Turk- 
ish authorities have been informed ... of the 
high pathogenic avian influenza HSNI in a 
sample taken from the area not under the ef- 
fective control of the government of Cyprus,” 
the commission said in a statement. 

The EU's executive said it had banned the 
import of live animals or animal products 
from the Turkish Cypriot enclave into the EU, 
and added that it would be sending two ex- 
perts to the area to investigate. 

“The EU would be ready to assist with 
surveillance if needed. In accordance with a 
European Commission decision, the Cypriot 
authorities have taken all necessary mea- 
sures including placing poultry indoors,” it 
added. 

А commission spokesperson said an EU 
laboratory had confirmed the virus in one of 
two samples from northern Cyprus provided 
by Ankara, but she did not expect the EU to 
take any further emergency action at this 
stage. 

“We are confident our measures are hold- 
ing,” spokesperson Barbara Helfferich said, 
adding that the commission expected to have 
more details on Monday. 


Ferdi Sabit Soyer, prime minister of North 
Cyprus, which is recognized only by Ankara, 
told reporters all the poultry їп an area with- 
in a three kilometer radius around the village 
of Incirli, where the two samples were taken 
last week, had been culled 

“The radius is now 10 km. We are checking 
all people and cars going in and out of the 
area to make sure no birds are transported,” 
he said. 

“We сай on the Greek Cypriots to work 
with us as this is the only way we can prevent 
thespread of the disease." 

Soyer said no humans were affected by the. 
disease at present. The government was to 
meet the EU experts later on Sunday and 
‘would implement any suggestions. 

Greek Cypriot Agriculture Minister Timis 
Efthymiou said: 

“for the present there is no decision to 
close any of the crossing points and no addi- 
tional restrictions have been placed by the 
EU than are already in force.” 

Bird flu has killed at least 83 people since it 
reemerged in Asia in late 2003, according to 
WHO figures. 

Experts believe the HSN1 virus is contract- 
ed through close contact with infected birds, 
but fear the virus may mutate to enable it to 
spread easily among humans, sparking a 
pandemic that could cause millions of 
deaths. 

European Union veterinary experts last 
week extended a ban on imports of captive 
live birds from outside the bloc for a further 
four months to guard against the spread of 
bird flu. Reuters 


Japan's elderly take to crime 


TOKYO—CRIMES COMMITTED BY 
elderly people in Japan have risen sharply in 
the past 15 years, a trend that has officials 
worried as the population ages rapidly due to 
longer life spans and a falling birth rate. 

Police data show that people aged 65 and 
older accounted for more than 10 percent of 
those arrested or taken into custody for 
crimes other than traffic violations in Japan in 
2005, compared with just 2.2 percent in 
1990, the Asahi newspaper said on Monday, 
citing National Police Agency data. 

Theft topped the list of crimes committed by 
the elderly in in 2005, while 141 elderly people 
were arrested for murder--more than three 
times the number in 1990, the newspaper said, 

Nearly one-third of the victims of crimes 
committed by the elderly in 2005 were spous- 
es, it added. 


Agency officials would not confirm the re- 
port, which also said the Justice Ministry was 
seeking funds to research :he problem. 

In March, an 81-year-old man arrested on 
suspicion of strangling his 73-year-old wife 
said he had killed her after a quarrel over food 
she had prepared, Asahi said, 

Nearly one in five Japanese is aged 65 ог 
older, and the ratio is expected to rise to one 
in four over the next decade as policy makers 
struggle to deal with a demographie shift that 
could deal a heavy blow to the economy. 

Japanese worries about crime ina land once 
seen as one of the world's safest have focused 
in recent years on offenses by foreigners and 
youth. Despite such concerns, the number of 
penal code offenses known to police declined 
by 6 percent in 2004, the last year for which of- 
ficial data has been released. Reuters 
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Australia PM Howard denies 


knowledge of bribes to Saddam 


SYDNEY—AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
Minister John Howard on Mon- 
day denied knowing about bribes 
paid by the country’s wheat ex- 
porter AWB to Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq under the UN's corruption- 
tainted oil-for-food program. 

"We were in no way involved 
with the payment of bribes" 
Howard told national radio Mon- 
day. "We didn't condone them, we 
didn't have knowledge of them, 
but we did work closely with AWB. 

^T make no bones about that. 1 
had no reason to believe that AWB 
Ltd. wasn’t just going all out to pre- 
serve Australia's wheat sales to 
Iraq,” he said. 

An official inquiry Monday 
heard that Howard wrote to AWB'S 
chief executive in July 2002 after 
Baghdad threatened to cut wheat 
imports because of Australia's sup- 
port for the United States ahead of 
the war on Iraq. 

“In view of the importance ofthe 
matter, I suggest the government 
and AWB Lid. remain in close con- 
tact in order that we can jointly at- 
tempt to achieve a satisfactory out- 
come in the longer term,” Howard 
wrote to CEO Andrew Lindberg. 

Shortly afterward, Lindberg and 
officials from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
visited Baghdad and secured the 


wheat contracts, allegedly by 
agreeing to pay increased kick- 
backs. 

‘AUnited Nations report last year 
charged that AWB had paid some 
$220 million in kickbacks to secure 
$2.3 billion in wheat contracts with 
Iraq under the 1996-2003 oil-for- 
food program. 

‚The program allowed Iraq to ex- 
port oil to buy food, medicine and 
other humanitarian supplies under 
UN supervision to lessen the im- 
pact of international sanctions on 
the Iraqi people. 

Howard said he had met with 
the AWB after Lindbergs retum 
from Baghdad and was "pleased" 
that the problem had been re- 
solved. 

‘Asked whether he knew how the 
AWB achieved the favorable out- 
come, Howard said: "No, they 
didn't go into any detail. We had no 
suspicion, no suggestion there had 
been any bribes paid.” 

Howard established the com- 
mission of inquiry into the formerly 
government-run Australian Wheat 
Board in November, but restricted 
it to examining allegations of 
wrongdoing by private companies. 

The opposition Labor Party is 
pressing for the terms of reference 
to be widened to allow the соп 
mission to investigate the govern- 


Judgment day for ex-Enron 
chiefs Lay, Skilling arrives 


HOUSTON, TEXAS—JUDGMENT 
day arrived for Enron Corp.'s two 
former chief executives Monday, 
some four years after the fraud 
that rocked the corporate world. 


—— 


tay 


Kenneth Lay and Jeffrey Skilling 
were set to go on trial in Houston 
federal court, facing hefty prison 
terms for securities fraud and con- 
spiracy in connection with the 2001 
meltdown of the energy giant that 
‘was one of the largest US corpora- 
tions. 

Scores of news organizations are 
in Houston to cover the opening of 
the trial, which could last several 
months. As with other federal court 
trials, it will be open to media only 
with pen and pad, or sketch artists. 
Мо photographs or recordings are 
allowed in the courtroom. 

Unlike some of the other CEOs 
accused of crimes, Lay and Skilling 
have not shied from publicity ahead 
of the tral. 

"Were ready; bring it on,” 
Skilling, 52, said in an interview 
last week with the Fort Worth Star- 
‘Telegram. 

“But I have absolutely no ques- 
tion that what we did at Enron was 
correct. I have absolutely no ques- 
tion that we are innocent of any 
criminal wrongdoing. ГИ stand by 


that. ГЇ make that fight.” 

Lay 63, who founded Enron and 
served as chairman and as CEO ex- 
cept for a short time when Skilling 
occupied the ob, has set up his own. 
website and has given speeches 
proclaiming his innocence. 

Legal analysts said prosecutors 
‘must steer clear of the minute de- 
tails of the fraud and focus on lying 
and deceiving by Lay and Skilling 
‘The two former CEOs will seek to 
show that they were simply follow- 
ing the advice of their accountants 
and lawyers. 

‘The trial will be a major test for 
the US justice department task 
force set up after the massive scan- 
dals at Enron, WorldCom and other 
‘companies to crack down on corpo- 
rate misdeeds. 

“This is the championship 
game,” said Maryland securities 
lawyer Jacob Frenkel, a former 
government prosecutor who has 
worked in enforcement with the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. 

‘Although prosecutors have been 
able to put several key executives 
behind bars, an acquittal in the En- 
ron case, the most notorious scan- 
dal of this era, could be a severe 
blow to the government, the lawyer 
noted. 

"f Skilling and Lay are acquitted, 
corporate fraud prosecutions in the 
United States will be judged at best 
as a moderate success and possibly 
even a waste of money,” he said. 

"1 don't think its a slam dunk ei- 
ther way" said Ross Albert, a for- 
mer prosecutor and SEC enforce- 
ment lawyer who practices securi- 
ties law in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The complexity of the case—En- 
тот myriad of special entities it 
created to hide its debts—was a 
reason for the long delay in bring- 
ing the case to trial. But experts said 
prosecutors have to be able to state 
the fraud in clear terms. АРР 


Fugitive Malaysian heads 
new regional jihad group 


JAKARTA—FUGITIVE MALAYSIAN 
militant Noordin Mohammad Top 
has declared himself the leader of a 
previously unknown regional ex- 
tremist group, Indonesia's police 
chief said Monday. 

General Sutanto said Noordin, 
accused of masterminding a string 
of deadly attacks in Indonesia 
which have left hundreds dead, 
had named himself head of 
“Tandzim Qoedatul Jihad.” 

“In his own account related to 
the Bali bombings оп Oct. 1, 2005, 
Noordin M. Top said that he was 
the leader of the Tandzim Qoedat- 
ul Jihad for the Malay island 
group, which includes Malaysia, 
Brunei, Indonesia, the Philippines 
and parts of several other Asian 
countries,” Sutanto said. 

Noordin declared himself chief 
after his compatriot Azahari 
Husin, a master bombmaker, was 
killed by police during а raid on 


his hideout in East Java last 
November, the police chief said. 

Sutanto, who was speaking on 
the sidelines of a hearing with 
lawmakers, said the information 
came to light after police inter- 
viewed several suspects and wit- 
messes following last October's 
triple suicide bombing on Bali is- 
land, which killed 20 bystanders. 

Police have so far arrested 11 
suspects, mostly from Central Ja- 
va province, in connection with 
the latest Bali suicide attacks. All 
were close to Noordin, Sutanto 
said. 

He gave no further details of 
the organization. 

Azahari and Noordin were key 
leaders of the al-Qaida-linked re- 
gional terrorist network Jemaah 
islamiyah (JD, but experts have 
said they believed the pair had 
split to create an even more harc 
line group. AFP 


ment's role in the scandal. 
“Anything less is a cover-up of 
what has been, to my mind, the 
worst piece of corruption 1 have 
seen in my 25 years as a federal 
politician,” said Labor 
leader Kim Beazley. 
He took aim at 
Howard as well as 
Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Mark Vaile and 
Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer. 
“Theyre like the 
three wise monkeys. 
‘They see no evil, they 
speak no evil, they 
hear no evil,” he told 
Teporters. 
“But I believe they 
knew all about the 
evil. 
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Pride 


T= SOCIAL WEATHER STATIONS LAST WEEK 


said that amid economic uncertainty, political insta- 
bility and the exodus of Filipinos for abroad, it 
found one thing constant in the surveys that it conducted 
through years: the Filipinos’ pride in being Filipino. Ma- 
har Mangahas, SWS president, said: “Pride in being Fil- 
ipino is very high and impervious to crises. Public morale 
and equanimity is dented but indestruc- 
EDITORIAL tible.” Yearend figures of SWS in 2005 
showed that four out of every five Fil- 
ipinos looked forward to the new year with hope and felt 
proud to be Filipino. 

The disclosures are very reassuring, coming, as they do, 
in the face of the common misimpression that most of us 
are ashamed to be identified as Filipinos. 

There are many things that should make us proud to be. 
Filipinos, despite the pervasive poverty, the unending po- 
litical turmoil, the widespread corruption and the huge 
mess that politicians over the past half century or so have. 
made of the country. 

We can take pride in our people, the nation’s greatest 
asset. Filipinos are known all over the world as a gentle, 
hospitable, caring and smiling people. We are a talented, 
intelligent, creative people, but our talents are stunted in 
dur stultifying political, economic and social environ- 
ment. 

We can take pride in our national heroes who were 
multi-dimensional figures, not just military leaders or 
warriors. Our national hero, Jose Rizal, was a Renais- 
sance man—doctor, writer, poet, polyglot, naturalist and 
agriculturist, 

"We can take pride in our inventors, one of whom, Ed- 
uardo C. San Juan, designed the lunar rover, more popu- 
larly known as the moon buggy. It made possible a wide- 
ranging exploration of the moon's surface during the 
1971 Apollo lunar mission. Among other Filipino inven- 
tions that are benefiting thousands, if not millions of peo- 
ple all over the world, are the incubator, the fluorescent 
lamp, the videophone, the one-man band piano (that led 
eventually to the development of the karaoke), the bread 
toaster, the reflectorized circular lamp and the power 
tiller. 

We can take pride in our music, Someone once said that 
you can take everything away from Filipinos, but their 
music will always remain with them. Filipinos are known 
all over the world for their musicality and great love of 
music. It is no wonder that many Filipinos have achieved 
renown on the world’s concert stage for both classical and 
popular music. 

We can take pride in our artistry, in our creative talent 
and skills which are manifest even in everyday things like 
furniture, clothes, home décor and paper wrappings of 
sweets. 

We can take pride in our country that is blessed with a 
good environment and rich natural resources, We have 
verdant fields, lush forests (that are steadily being denud- 
ed by illegal loggers and slash-and-burn farmers) and 
great lakes, rivers and other bodies of water and unique 
flora and fauna, A Saudi journalist who visited the Philip- 
pines years ago told a Filipino journalist: "God gave us oil 
but took away the trees, plants and water. In your case, 
God did not give you oil, but gave you trees, plants and 
water.” 

We can take pride in our tourist spots like the Banaue 
Rice Terraces, the eighth wonder of the world; Boracay, 
arguably the finest white sand beach on earth; Mount 
Mayon, the perfect cone; Maria Cristina Falls; Camiguin; 
Sagada and Baguio; and the whole of Palawan. 

We can take pride in our unique political innovations 
such as People Power which produced Edsa I and Edsa П, 
the first toppling a corrupt and repressive dictator, and 
the second ousting an incompetent and plundering presi- 
dent. People Power became the model for the Velvet Rev- 
olution in Czechoslovakia, the Solidarity Movement in 
Poland, the Rose Revolution in Georgia and the move- 
‘ment that dismantled the Berlin Wall and ultimately led 
to the reunification of East and West Germany. 

Despite the poverty, the political instability, the corrup- 
tion, the depletion of our natural resources by unthinking 
people, the exodus of thousands for greener pastures 
abroad, Filipinos are still proud to be Filipinos. They still 
see hope for the country. Filipinos are a people struggling 
to come out and grow to their full potential as human be- 
ings. If only they could have a leadership that would in- 
spire them and bring out their greatness, they would vir- 
tually have a heaven on earth in the Philippines. 
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‘THIS IS A TOWN OF FEW SECRETS. SO, PEO- 
ple ho-hummed when our home-grown com- 
munists (aka. “militant left") announced 
they'd link up with military rebels to eject Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo and her scandal- 
hounded regime. 

Bayan Muna's Rep. Teodoro Casio claims, be- 
lieve it or not, that his comrades are the ones be- 
ing wooed. And the suitor? Disgruntled Armed 
Forces and Philippine National Police officers. 
(They) are reaching out to people's organiza- 
tions to get support for their grievances.” 

Commissars never could muster numbers 
enough to clamp on a “dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat.” OF the one million demonstrators they 
promised for their State of the Nation Address 
rally, only 40,000 showed up, the Inguirer and 
Reuters reported. 

Constitutional values have not totally atro- 
phied among officers, politicians’ abuses 
notwithstanding, notes the Yale University study, 
Closer Than Brothers.” Thus, all the coups 
staged failed, “A world record of sorts it adds. 

The Magdalo mutiny collapsed, within 24 
hours, when people didn't head for the barri- 
cades. 

‘Abandoned after China scrapped its "people's 
war" exports, the Reds here have propositioned 
the opposition to individual candidates. The lat- 
est was Joseph Estrada's bid to break his shackles 
with a “transition government.” 

Military withdrawal of support would be "cru- 
cial” for ousting the President, Casino admits. 
Buttherebels "exact role in her ouster willbe de- 
termined, to a large extent, by what the peoples 
movement can accept.” 

Hele, hele, bago quiere, chuckles a Zam- 
boangetio friend. That's bastardized Spanish for 
Hamlets "The lady doth protest too much." The 
key question, he says, is: Will the whole military 
agree to bed down with a movement that gloats 
‘over body counts of slain cops and soldiers? 

And do these selfanointed "liberators" look 
beyond our shorelines? "The 20th century's last 
two decades (saw) the number of authoritarian 


THANK GOD FOR ARCHBISHOP ANGEL LAG- 
датео. It’s enough to make you believe God 
may have something to do with the names of 
people in this magic-realist country, Remem- 
ber Ver, Custodio, Cameam and Galman in the 
past? Today, we have Gloria Arroyo, Defensor, 
Capalla and Angel. What can I say? Lagdameo 
is holier than Capalla. 

1 don't know how much of the new CBCP 
statement owes to the bitter complaints the 
bishops have gotten from their flock since they 
‘went astray in July with their position finding 
no cause to ask the person in Malacafiang who 
called ир Garci to resign. That July statement, 
read by Capalla, reminded me uncannily of the 
Supreme Court position ratifying the Constitu- 
tion that the Constitutional Convention hastily 
drew upsoon after Marcos declared martial law, 
а monumental exercise in double talk charac- 
terized by double negatives. The Supreme 
Court said it did not find anything in the way 
the Constitution was made that would cause it 
not to uphold it. The CBCP statement last July 
was a classic in that kind of evasiveness, too. 

Forthrightness is what the new CBCP calls 
for, and it practices what it preaches, It is ex- 
plicit in its stand, It calls for “a relentless pur- 
suit of truth,” something it criticizes Congress 
for thwarting when it blocked GMA's impeach- 
ment, which would have provided a wide av- 
enue for it, “What we have seen are acts of eva- 
sion and obstructions of the truth, as in the 
case of the wiretapping and the Garcillano 
tapes controversy.” The crisis today is funda- 
mentally moral. "Because of this erisis of val- 
wes in our public life, the common good and 
the plight of the poor are being ignored." 

‘The CBCP has a number of recommenda- 
tions, from electoral reform to poverty allevia- 
tion. But the moral imperative—ferreting out 
the truth, discerning right and wrong—is 
paramount, Does the relentless pursuit of truth 
apply to GMAts legitimacy? "Of course," says 
Lagdameo, But the people, he says, have to pre- 
sent "a credible alternative" to remove her, "We 
may not like the President, but what are the 
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countries fall from almost 70 їп 1980 to fewer 
than 30 in 2000," notes the United Nations study 
“Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World.” 

“People power in the Philippines removed Fer- 
dinand Marcos in 1986," the UNDP study adds. 
Latin American juntas toppled, starting with 
Ecuador's and Peru's. The Berlin Walls collapse 
marked the turning point for Central and Eastern 
Europe. In Africa, long-standing dictators, in- 
cluding Malis Trarore and Malawi's Banda, were 
sent packing 

Despite setbacks, as in Congo or Sierra Leone, 
the progress toward more open societies contin- 
tues. Lebanon's "Cedar Revolution,” Liberia's free 
polls and Ukraine's "Orange Revolution” under- 
score this trend. 

‘The Magdalos, nonetheless, would haul ай, 
whether we like it or not, back to caudillo rule. 
Their junta would done Marcos’ "Rolex 12," 
Thanom Kitükachorms Thailand or Augusto 
Pinochet's Chile. 

‘The comrades, likewise, would herd ай, like it 
or not, to a regime thard replicate Orwellian sys- 
tems: Kim Il Sungs North Korea, Walter Ul- 
bricht’s East Germany or the Gang of Fours Chi- 
та. 

Even a cynical marriage of convenience would 
never reconcile our would-be saviors’ clashing 
objectives. "A marriage of convenience is like a 
funeral except that you get to smell your own 
flowers,” irs been aptly said. 

But these self-anointed "liberators" do have 
‘common denominators: to oust a vilified—and 
їп many instances, deservedly so— resident by 
dismantling constitutional structures. And they'd 
have all of us charge blindly forward into the 
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people offering? Who isa credible alternative?" 

First off, agree completely, that the present 
crisis is a moral one, it owes to а question of 
right and wrong, justice and injustice, good 
and evil. The question is whether GMA is the 
legitimate president of this country, and there 
is the "Hello, Garci" tape to say she isn't. That 
cannot be excused as "lapse of judgment" by 
any stretch of the imagination—not in a 
democracy at least. That won't go away. That 
certainly cannot be snowed under by economic 
considerations or a need to survive, as suggest 
ed by that phrase “let's move on.” "Moving on” 
is not just idiotic in the face of an illegitimate 
rule, itis impossible. [es not just that, gripped 
as tis by amoral crisis, the government has no 
time to attend to solving poverty It is that hav. 
ing no seruples of a moral kind, it has no inten- 
tion of solving poverty. 

"Thats what I've been saying about Charter 
change: If you cannot solve so fundamental, so 
elemental, so stark a problem as determining 
who ought to rule, how can you hope to solve 
зо complicated, so convoluted, so mult-lay- 
ered a problem as what system of government 
to have? You have a president (or prime minis- 
ter) who steals your vote, you will have a presi- 
dent (or prime minister) who steals your taxes, 
You cannot move on, you can only move back- 
wards, 

But! part ways with the CBCP in some of its 
other propositions. Chief of them: Why do you 
have to restrict yourself to constitutional 
means to oust an unconstiturional govern- 
ment? As 1 sald earlier, what has demolished 
this country's natural aversion to coups is that 
its current government is the product of one, 
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past. Unfortunately, "the future,” columnist 
George Will once noted, “has a way of arriving 
unannounced.” 

Tt was “natural” for the Left and the Right to 
confer with each other, retired Commodore Rex 
Robles soothingly said at the same forum: “They 
were once together in detention... Remove the 
ideology you will see that the agenda is the 
same—the search for a good life." 

Haydee Yorac, Jose Diokno, Chino Roces, 
"Teodoro Locsin 57, Jovito Salonga, among other 
people, were imprisoned by Marcos alongside 
communists. And they worked to secure a good 
life for Filipinos. Yet, they never advocated blast- 
ing the Constitution to smithereens. Installing a 
junta, as the rebels demand, or a politburo, as the 
‘comrades insist, constituted idiocy for them. 

Robles says this proposed union hasn't moved 
beyond “conferring.” Its a pre-nuptial chat then? 
About what? Sharing of arsenals? Co-financing 
perhaps? Or dividing positions, if swept into 
power? Reform policies? 

"When recaptured, Marine Capt. Nicanor Fael- 
don’ reform plan was to “taunt” the military 
with videos of him at Cebu's Camp Lapu-Lapu. 
‘That's breath-taking—in its bankruptcy. Such in- 
solvency does little to uproot embedded injus- 
tices—corruption, skewed wealth, inept govern- 
ment—that stoke discontent in the countryside 
and in military camps. 

Our so-called democratic structures would be 
ripped apart by a rebellion of the rich if radical 
reforms were implemented, says Ateneo Univer- 
sitys John Carroll, S.J. So, our leaders settle for 
"tokenism" or lip service reforms. 

“Those who make reforms impossible make 
revolution inevitable,” John Kennedy once cau- 
tioned. Martial law dictatorship by Ferdinand 
Marcos made people power inevitable. 

Вой the regime and opposition should not be 
lulled by the unavoidable divorce in this prospec- 
tive marriage of convenience between commis- 
sars and rebels. Lip service has always been up- 
heaval's handmaid. 

(Email: juan_mereado@pacifcnet ph) 


‘The GMA government is arguably a coup, 
wrought not by guns but by Garci, not by a ca- 
bal of soldiers but a gang of carpetbaggers. I 
myself have repeatedly called for civil disobe- 
dience, capped by not paying taxes. Why 
should I yield my hard-earned money to an il- 
legitimate collector? 

‘More importantly, 1 do not know why the 
people should present a “credible alternative” 
for the Church to aska usurper to resign. At the 
very least, when we catch a thief who has 
stolen our cell phone, we get our cell phone 
back as a matter of course. We do not have to 
prove we have better uses for the cell phone 
than the thief before we can get it back. You 
catch someone stealing votes, you oust her as a 
matter of course, You do not have to prove an- 
other person can do a better job. 

Ас the very most, as Гуе also kept saying, 
contrary to popular opinion, the question of 
who should replace GMA is not the hardest 
thing to answer, itis the easiest. Who should 
replace GMA is who the people want, which is 
expressed in the vote. What is the problem? 
‘The problem is that GMA stole the vote. What 
is the solution? The solution isto give back the 
vote to the voters. 1 do not particularly care if 
the voters vote for Noli de Castro or even Erap 
again, 1 do not particularly care if the voters 
vote for a dog or a cat. In а democracy, the one 
who governs is the one the voters voted for. 

"The idea of the people offering an alterna- 
tive, credible or not, doesn't make things bet- 
ter, it makes things worse. It adds fuel to the 
fire. It contributes to a nasty turn in Philippine 
politics, which is that the vote has become ir- 
relevant people now just think of decreeing 
what is good for the country, namely them- 
selves. That was what GMA and her cabal did. 
Why should we want todo the same thing? Ev- 
ery time I get asked that question, "But whom 
do you want to replace СМА?" my answer has 
always been, "That is not for me to say, that is 
not for you to say, that is for the voters to say.” 

But we're geiting there, with no small help 
from angels. 
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Pastoral letter should be read i 


IF READERS ARE TO GO BY WHAT SOME MEDIA 
have chosén to highlight in the recent pastoral 
letter of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines, titled “Renewing Our Public Life 
‘Through Moral Values,” they could easily be led 
to conclude that the bishops have become very 
hostile to the administration. I read their four- 
page pastoral in its entirety and found it to be bal- 
anced in its treatment, It attacked the administra- 
tion in some parts and the opposition in others, 
but it reserved Из sharpest indictment for the “de- 
structive” and "chaotic" politics in our midst, 
while offering solutions to the "moral crisis." 1 
hope the major newspapers would publish it in its 
entirety, so that readers would get the clear mes- 
sage of our pastors. I found myself agreeing with 
a number of issues raised there. It was the second 
pastoral letter, which dealt with mining issues, 
where 1 found myself disagreeing with the bish- 
ops. 

‘The first pastoral letter cited the “acts of 
evasion and obstruction of the truth, as in the 
case of the wiretapping and Gareillano tapes 
controversy" and said the search for the truth 
has to be pursued “relentlessly” through legal 
and constitutional means. But the bishops also 
denounced those “who seem to use ‘the search 
for truth’ as a means of furthering their politi- 
cal ambitions.” They lamented how “truth has 
become a victim of political partisanship as 
well as of transactional polities,” resulting in a 
“paralyzing gridlock in the political sphere ав 
partisan interests prevail over the demands of 
the common good.” 

‘The bishops stressed that the people have 
“enough of this destructive politics” that has 
caused “widespread confusion” and “apathy and 
cynicism.” They cited the people's “loss of trust in 
political leaders from left, right and center, and 
‘worse still, in the political institutions themselves 
which are perceived to be corrupted.” The bish- 
ops traced the cause of our moral crisis to "the. 
erosion of moral values,” manifested by the pre- 
vailing “deceit and dishonesty, corruption, ma- 
nipulation and a deadening preoccupation with 


“THEY DID NOT REALLY PURSUE THE TRUTH” 
is Archbishop Angel Lagdameo's dry assessment 
of the impeachment proceedings against Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo last year. Lag- 
dameo, the newly elected president of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, 
was speaking at a press conference during which 
he read one of two CBCP statements on the na- 
tional situation, 

Echoing Lagdameo's point of view, the bishops 
statement called on President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to pursue “relentlessly” the truth behind the “Hello 
Garci" tapes and the allegations of electoral fraud 
these gave rise to. They also firmly opposed moves 
to cancel the 2007 elections, which is one of the 
carrots” being waved at lawmakers and local gov- 
ernment officials to get them to join the campaign 
toamend the Constitution. 

"Though the CBCP statement falls short of calling 
for Arroyo's resignation ({t says the country has no 
real alternative to her, yet), the pastoral letter is 
seen as a step farther than the one the bishops is- 
sued in July last year, when oppositionists were 
counting on them to help speed up the momentum 
created by Cory Aquino, the "Hyatt 10," the Liberal 
Party, and business groups. 


THE BISHOPS are also joining this time the 
campaign to get the Comelec commissioners to 
resign, saying the calls for their resignation and 
even prosecution “should not be lightly brushed 
aside.” So while they oppose cancellation or 
postponement of the 2007 polls, they urge po- 
litical leaders to get cracking on electoral re- 
forms, including, as they put it, "(transforming 
the Comelec) into a competent and reliable 
body beyond reproach.” 

Speaking of electoral reform, the appoint- 
ment of retired Chief Justice Hilario Davide, 
who is also a former Comelec chair, to head а 
body to study ways to improve the electoral sy 
tem is ostensibly part of the campaign. But this 
early, Davide has come under fire for accepting 
а position from someone, so critics of the Presi- 
dent say, who bears the biggest responsibility 
for the destruction of our electoral system. 
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narrow political interests." 

What is their answer to the moral crisis? A re- 
turn to the “gospel values” and what they call the 
“gospel mandate.” Here they cite “the many men 
and women of different faith traditions" who are 
working selflessly and sincerely to build our na- 
tion, such as good and decent police and military 
men, dedicated laity and religious, NGOs and 
other associations, and “public servants strug- 
gling for integrity and authentic reform of the 
Corrupted institutions they are part of." It is from 
these inspiring good men and women, said the 
bishops, that they draw optimism that evil will be 
overcome. The bishops renewed their commit- 
ment to place the Church and its people in the 
forefront of the campaign to transform our sick 
society. 

One of the bishops’ most laudable points is 
their reiteration that they “do not condone 
any resort to violence or counter-constitution- 
al means in resolving our present crisis.” They 
wisely see that such measures would only 
bring about “new forms of injustice, more 
hardships and greater harm in the future.” 1 
wish they had given this point even stronger 
emphasis, but their unequivocal stand is in 
stark contrast to the Senate's deafening si- 
ence on rumors of a coup. In this regard, the 
House opposition is more patriotic, Cavite 
Rep. Gilbert Remulla has been quoted as say- 
ing that his group would never countenance a 
coup attempt. 

Where I take issue with the bishops is on spe- 
cific points, such as their advocacy of a constitu- 
tional convention over a constituent assembly. As 
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Tm willing to give the former “Chief” the ben- 
efit of the doubt, at least as far as his motiva- 
tions are concerned. But let's see how he con- 
ducts himself and what conclusions he recom- 
mends, especially with regard to the kapit-tuko 
Comelec. 
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IN "FAHRENHEIT 9/11," Michael Moore's scathing 
‘exposé of the duplicity employed by the Bush ad- 
ministration to whip up support for the Iraq inva- 
sion, the controversial documentary maker sneaks 
into a briefing for potential investors in "post-inva- 
sion" Iraq. The speaker talks of the tremendous 
profits to be made in the country from reconstruc- 
tion to ой, from security services to food deliveries 

But itle did even Moore know how much mon- 
ey would not only be spent, but even wasted and 
squandered by American-led occupation authori- 
ties, "Tens of millions" of government dollars, a US- 
government audit found, have been lost, frittered 
away by careless spending, useless projects, if not 
outright fraud and theft. An American soldier is re- 
ported to have blown as much as $60,000 in recon- 
struction funds in a casino in this country. And in 
some cases, cash simply disappeared 

‘The story is based on reports of an audit of the 
Coalition Provisional Authority and deals with con- 
tracting in south-central rag, described as one ofthe 
‘country’s "least hostile” regions. And as the Associat- 
ей Press story details, theres more than enough in- 
cendiary material in the “dryly written” reports for 
опе or two Moore documentaries, I'm also looking 
forward to how Jon Stewart of "The Daily Show" as 
‘well as Jay Leno, Conan O'Brien and David Letter- 
‘man would riff on the waste and thievery. 

As the wire report states, not only did the thieves. 


n its entirety 


we all know, a convention is far more expensive. 
(estimated to cost PB billion, which the cash- 
strapped government doesn’t have) and will take 
forever to change the charter. Cha-cha advocates. 
say by the time the convention finishes its job, we 
will have been overtaken by Vietnam and ranked 
with Cambodia and Myanmar. 

1 found quite disturbing the bishops’ stand 
‘on mining, as expressed in the companion pas- 
toral letter. They propose the repeal of the 
Mining Act of 1995, whose validity the 
Supreme Court upheld in December 2004. The 
Court said that entry of foreign capital into 
large-scale mining is legal and constitutional. 
Since that ruling, the government expects 
‘some $90 billion in foreign investments to be 
poured into this sector, and 23 major mining 
projects are in the pipeline. In the first nine 
months of last year alone, mining investments 
were said to have reached $350 million. The 
bishops, however, reiterating their 1998 oppo- 
sition to large-scale entry of foreign capital, 
want the government to cancel existing con- 
tracts for fear they would destroy the ecologi- 
cal balance and deprive Filipinos of their patri- 
mony. 

‘The problem with this point of view is that a 
big percentage of Filipinos live in abject poverty 
even if this country is one of the richest in the 
‘world in terms of mineral deposits. To my mind, 
and to many right-thinking Filipinos, it is truly 
criminal to let our people languish in subhuman. 
conditions when God has given our country plen- 
ty of means to help them. The bishops are afraid 
our people would be unjustly deprived when we 
open the door to big foreign capitalists. Their re- 
action is a throwback to the Marcos era and 
shows the heavy influence of leftist elements in 
the Church and society. But the inequity could be 
remedied by putting the necessary safety nets, 
and once-poor economies such as Chile have 
shown that this can be done successfully. To let 
our huge mineral wealth remain idle beneath the 
earth while the majority of Filipinos remain very 
poor isnot charity, itis stupidity. 


cheat American taxpayers and the Iraqi people 
(much of the cash came from Iraqi oil revenues), 
they even ended ир ling some fols chavs, apart 
from the hundreds killed by invasion forces and in 
the continuing insurgency. In one instance, three 
Iraqis plummeted to their deaths in a defective ele- 
vator in the Hillah General Hospital, an elevator 
that its contractor had been paid over $600,000 to 
install 

In another documented case, auditors found 
thata contractor paid over $100,000 to replace the 
pumps and fix Hillah City’s swimming pool had 
"merely polished the old plumbing to make it look 
new and collected the money" When the pool was 
filled, “the water came out a murky brown and the 
pool's reopening had to be canceled." 


EVEN by Philippine standards, the amount of 
graft and corruption that is taking place in Iraq 
is staggering. Only about a quarter of the $23 
million entrusted to military and civilian offi- 
cials to pay contractors found its way to them. 
On the other hand, an extremely fortunate con- 
tractor was paid $14,000 on four separate occa- 
sions for the same job. 

‘The auditors recommended the filing oferim- 
inal charges against some of those involved, 
and in other cases, itasks the US ambassador to 
Iraq to try to recoup the money—apparently 
from Iraqi contractors or American contractors 
in Iraq. 

don't know how or ifthe charges against the 
incompetents in the reconstruction authori- 
ty—some of whom worked in George W. Bush's 
‘campaign—will prosper. But at least the audit 
reports are a start, though much will depend on 
how seriously the White House considers the 
charges and how determined it is to bring the 
wrongdoers to justice. 

But I doubt it. The story may paint the picture. 
ofa bumbling, slap-happy reconstruction effort 
throwing too much money at too many projects, 
but thievery on such a scale could not have tak- 
еп place without people fairly high up knowing 
about it. The question to ask now is what Dubya 
intends to do—and where the axe will fall. 


The last of the rain forest 


FURNITURE SHOPS IN BAGUIO FOR THE PAST 
two to three years have been displaying moun- 
tains of items made from kamagong (ebony or 
iron wood): whole tables, boxes, chairs, stools, 
vases and massive bowls from wood so hurriedly 
sawn and carved that cracks have begun to ap- 
pear, After the carnage in Aurora and Quezon two 
years ago (that is where the wood came from), 1 
Asked the owner if he didn't realize the amount of 
blood on those items. He shrugged and said that 
if he didn't buy the wood, someone else would, 
which is probably the same rationale used by 
drug dealers and other criminals. 

Numerous stalls along Marcos Highway display 
тоге kamagong planks and furniture made from 
it, Officials of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources must have been stricken deaf, 
blind and mute, both in Baguio and in Quezon 
Province not to notice the existence of these enter- 
prises. 

It is obvious from the lack of appreciation exhib- 
ited by people, whose idea of happiness revolves 
around name brands and the latest craze and fad 
from abroad, that there is also a lack of knowledge 
of just how blessed their country is. But then whois 
there to tell them how unique their country is and 
that, for example, among mammals that cannot fly, 
85 percent are found only in the Philippines (the 
tree shrew, tarsiers and the tree squirrels are exam- 
ples), There are also 172 species of birds unique to 
the Philippines, but of these 75 are endangered. 

All of these depend on the forest for survival. We. 
have the third-highest number of globally threat 
ened bird species. Ies really distressing to know 

Cebu (which has zilch forest cover) had 14 
species of birds found nowhere else. Three of these. 
are now extinct and of those that remain, there are 
fewer than a hundred, Of the Cebu flowerpecker, 
there were only four species left. These birds are 
probably doomed as Cebu в bound to continue ra- 
tioning is water and investing in desalination 
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plants, Obviously, timber is a source of quick profit 
but only fora very small group. 

‘The other day, there was a news item in the pa- 
pers regarding flash floods in Aurora, Quezon and. 
Isabela with corresponding loss of lives and har- 
vests. It didn't seem like anyone was particularly 
aghast or appalled—bothered, perhaps but only 
‘momentarily. This is after alla yearly event and the 
numbers were not enough to shock people into ac- 
tion. (Besides, officials have other preoccupations 
like replacing incumbents with themselves or their 
‘own people.) Foreign donors may have shaken 
their collective heads because of the amounts that. 
have been donated to mitigate soil erosion and the 
uselessness of the ban against illegal logging. 

1 don't really know whether people are aware 
that soil erosion causes siltation on coral reefs from 
the muddy water that flows out to sea and that 

lams like the опе in the Magat watershed should 
have lasted 95 years but because of erosion is life 
span has been reduced to 40. Destructive flooding 
has everyone beating his chest in remorse for two. 
seconds before going back to his own life. 

16s not like officials aren't aware of the drought 
that affects several areas of the country caused by 
rainwater that instead of entering the ground wa- 
ter system flows down denuded slopes and can no 
longer feed the rivers during the dry season. In Ioi- 
Jo, only two percent (maybe less) of the watershed. 
is forested. This means that during the dry months, 
water has to be rationed, 


Itisn’t the only place in the country where water. 
hasto be rationed, and the situation can only wors- 
en. You read figures like 450 sq km of agricultural 
land in Panay being affected, resulting in 118,000 
tons of rice lost. Do we conclude that the DENR is 
helpless or it doesn't care, and neither do the local. 
officials 

Would you believe that for the first time in its 
420-year history, Naga City was flooded in 1993 
when a typhoon passed through the area of Mt. Is- 
arog? People died, the water rose up to two meters 
in city streets, and economic damage was tremen- 
dous. Deforestation was blamed and everyone 
knew who was responsible, but nothing happened. 
Also 27 species of birds found in the national park 
of lsarog in 1961 had become extinct a quarter of a 
century later—a dismaying 20 percent of 135 
species. 

The tragedy of it (aside from the loss of life) is 
that there are over 500 species of mammals, birds, 
ший and fogs found only in the Philippines 
specifically in its rain forests. Most of them are en- 

fangered and, even as we write, the logging con- 
tinues threatening the flora as well before any sci- 
entist has the chance to examine their potential. It 
does nothing to my sense of national pride to know 
that there are more endangered species in the 
Philippines than in any other place in the world 
when you consider the size of the country. 

In Órmoc, there is no longer any watershed and 
the area is now planted to sugar cane. It is rumored 
to be owned by just si families The biggest prop 
епу supposedly is the mayor's, When a flood hit 
the area some years back, around 7,000 people 
died. In one section of the city, 220 survived among 
the 2,500 residing there. 1 wonder what the mayor 
thought and whether he cared one way or another. 
If he or anyone with the capacity to act wanted to 
do something about it, then reforestation would 
have been started and а flood control program put 
in place. 
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Snooping 


WATCHING PEOPLE IN THEIR UNGUARDED MOMENTS 
isa habit I have developed over time. Lam no spy or mentally 
deranged snoop, but merely a curious observer of people, 
their natural behavior and their eccentricities. 

Т used to believe that people behaved differently in cer- 
tain situations, but constant observation has convinced me 
that we all deal with life's complexities in surprisingly the 
same fashion. Our 
еуез sparkle at the 
sight of our beloved, 
we get a thrill from 
discovering a crisp 
envelope in our 
mailbox, we flare up. 
when our significant 
other shows up one 
hour late for dinner 
and we get annoyed 
at finding a long 
queue of shoppers at 
the counter when all 
we are buying is а roll of toilet paper. 

‘Commuting is another art in which I excel. And 1 like it 
because it gives me the opportunity to see people as they 
are. 

‘Once while riding a jeepney on my way to work, I almost 
got into an argument with а young woman who squeezed 
her butt into the tiny space beside me. 1 told her there was 
room for her on the other side, but she just ignored me. I 
looked at the passengers behind the jeepney driver, and 
saw the reason the snooty coed refused to seat there: An Ae- 
ta husband and wife were feeding their two children. The 
father was tearing a biscuit wrapper for his young son while 
the mother was breastfeeding her little bundle of joy. 

Since I felt very uncomfortable, I grabbed a seat beside 
the Acta family. The student let out a sigh of relief after get- 
ting rid of me. There was not even a trace of remorse on her 
face for being rude to the katutubo. 1 felt like giving her PS 
so she could buy some good manners. 

The Aetas seemed to be content in their own little world, 
oblivious to the fact that they had just been victimized by a 
bigot. The color of their skin did not make them less hu- 
man. We were of the same race and forever it would be. 

Malls are a convenient place for observing people, be- 
cause the strata of society are well-represented there, from 
the ABC classes to the jologs. But sadly social prejudice is al 
so very much in evidence in the malls. 

тез very obvious that customers who are dressed to the 
nines are treated differently from those who are clad in 
‘worn-out jeans and faded shirts. Sales clerks go out of their 
way to serve the former. From the moment these demi-gods 
step into the store, sales people would attend to them 
earnestly, silently telling them that they are at their dispos- 
al. However, many of the same sales clerks mutate into Mr. 
Hyde when they deal with customers who are not so well- 
dressed. Sure they will still pay close attention to such cus- 
tomers—but only to make sure they would not hide any- 
thing in their bags or their trousers. Strange how some peo- 
ple judge others by the clothes they wear, when clothes 
merely cover one's skin but not one's character. 

Thave a confession to make. I often eavesdrop on conver- 
sations, thought I seldom do it intentionally. It's just that 1 
can't help overhearing other people's conversations. And 
this happens frequently because I'm a fast-food junkie! 

You'd be surprised at the number of interesting charac- 
ters that abound in any fast-food joint. The most common 
are women who think that their pathetic love lives are the 
most important thing in the whole universe. One time, I 
overheard a woman badmouthing a former boyfriend who 
had left her for a guest relations officer in an obscure girlie 
bar. If curses could kill, her poor clueless boyfriend would 
have been dead many times over. 

It was also in a fast-food outlet that I found confirmation. 
for my theory that most women look at their mothers-in- 
law as a threat to their marriage. One time, I heard a wom- 
an who must have been in her mid-30s telling a friend she 
could not stand her nosy mother-in-law, She felt that every- 
thing she did was not good enough for her hubby's mother 
and that she was only hanging on to their marriage for the 
sake of her husband and children. 

On another occasion, I overheard a female employee 
whining about the injustices she had to suffer in her work- 
place. It seemed she couldn't get along with her colleagues 
as well as with her boss. She said her co-workers were a 
bunch of stupid humanoids ganging up on her and gossip- 
ing all day. Welcome to the world of human vultures and 
serpents. 

One incident I will have a hard time forgetting happened 
when I was stil in college. Before the advent of cell phones 
and text messages, there were phone booths in certain parts of 
the city and P2 was all you needed to make a call. I was stand- 
ing in line, waiting for my turn behind а dashingly attractive 
yuppie. The booth was partly open and I was a few inches 
away so I could hear what he was saying. At one point, he was 
telling the other party he was sorry he couldn't make it to their 
date because he had to attend to something urgent and impor- 
tant. After a few minutes, he ended the conversation by saying 
fervently, "I love you!" As soon as he left the booth, a pretty ri- 
say came rushing to him and they had a passionate kiss before. 
walking away hand in hand. 

My jaw dropped! 1 had just witnessed one of life's great- 
est mysteries: cheating partners! The nerve of that guy го 
even call his girlfriend when in truth he was spending the 
night with another woman. 

"There are certain facts of life that are not taught in 
school. These are the things we learn as we explore the real 
world. They come to us in ways we have not even imagined, 
but the lessons we gain will see us through our lifetime. 

Life is a mystery. Observing human life unfolding before 
our very eyes can make a lot of difference. We may not ap- 
prove of everything we discover about life for with good 
and the beautiful come the bad and the ugly, but learning to 
accept that there are things we cannot change is a great 
start, So unless they make it a crime to eavesdrop in public, 
will continue to search for new prey. 


Young BLoop 


Sharon Michelle L. 
Bubatin 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from ihe 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Sharon Michelle L. Buhatin, 26, is an English instructor at the 
Tarlac College of Agriculture, 
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NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
ercomn.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
‘course and year you're enrolled in or if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association ot Philippine Newspaper» 


Cha-cha and mining 


EIGHTY PERCENT OF OUR POPULATION 
live below the poverty line. Why is this 
зо? Indeed, our country is among the 
richest in mineral resources. But it suffers 
from extractive activities, like mining, 
Mining operations leave nothing but 
lethal wastes that affect the peoples 
health and livelihood. Mine tailings that 
spill into lakes and rivers cause massive 
fish kill and the death of water sources. 
Most appalling of all, our experience has 
shown that mining leads to the forcible 
evacuation of thousands of indigenous 
peoples and peasant families, or even 
‘worse, the death of many. 

‘We have not yet recovered from the ef- 
fects of Marcopper spill on the island of 
Marinduque, which led to the evacuation 
of 1,200 residents after mine tailings 
filled 26 km of the Makulaquit-Boac river 
system, thus flooding downstream areas 
and communities and contaminating 
agricultural lands. 

‘The Marcopper tragedy is only one of 


the mining companies exploiting our 
mineral resources. Hundreds of others 
are engaged in ongoing mining explo- 
rations in other parts of the country, 
which have resulted in human rights vio- 
lations. Many lives have been sacrificed in 
defense of the national patrimony and 
sovereignty. Many lives continue to be 
threatened because of the continuing in- 
flux of more mining applications and the 
continuing operation of many mining 
companies. The struggle to liberate our 
country and people from the deadly fangs 
of foreign plunder becomes more chal- 
lenging in the face of the threats posed by 
the proposed Charter change which guar- 
antees foreign investments a 100-percent 
unrestricted exploitation of our patrimo- 
nial wealth. 

Until now, our country, despite its 
claims to independence, remains under 
foreign control. Such control is killing our 
national economy, sucking our wealth for 
the enrichment of foreign investors, when 
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wealth 

ought to 4 
benefit the 
Filipino 
most. 

Tes time to free our country from for- 
eign corporations, as well as from vested 
interests and greedy bureaucrats. Enough 
of the human rights violations caused by 
these so-called “development projects.” 
Cha-cha should not be allowed to pass 
lest we suffer more from the damning ef- 
fects of large-scale mining and other ex- 
tractive operations that practically bene- 
fit only foreign interests. 

— RODERICK CARPIO, 

Kabataan para sa Tribung Pilipino 
(KATRIBU), 

Polytechnic University 

of the Philippines (PUP), 
Mapagbigay Street, Brgy. Pinyahan 
Diliman, Quezon City, 
katribu_org@yahoo.com 
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Wage war vs greed to find peace 


OUR COUNTRY NEEDS EVENTS LIKE 
the convincing win of Manny Pacquiao 
over Erik Morales to unite all of us. It has 
been a wonderful respite from the politi- 
cal bickerings that always make it to the 
headlines. I just hope the Pacman fever 
lasts. 

Pacman won by discipline and hard 
work and by following his trainors' 
strategy. We, too, need some strategies 
in order to keep our country going. The 
problem is that anything anti-govern- 
ment makes it to the headlines even if it 
is all speculation, and it goes on and on, 
such that truth is lost. 

But there are so many good things 
happening in our country that deserve 
the headlines as much as Pacman's vic- 
tory. The large headlines are sometimes 
also deceiving, unless one takes the 
trouble to read the whole article, some- 
thing which, perhaps, only a few bother 
todo. 

Talso subscribe to IHT and they gave 
some wonderful news about us last Jan. 


12 which unfortunately very few of our 
countrymen must have read. A balik- 
bayan relative came home a few weeks 
ago and remarked at how impressed she. 
was at our country's development. A 
very refreshing statement that ignited 
some patriotic flame in те. 

Tve been trying to think why some 
politicians always vie for the presiden- 
tial seat when there's already someon 
there. 1в it an innate chauvinistic att 
tude? We must admit that our Presi- 
dent is trying her best in spite of all the 
bickerings Why not give her some 
peace and just start fighting for the 
presidential seat when her term's end is 
near? 

We just celebrated the feast of our La- 
dy of Peace. Let's ask her for peace for 
the world, for our country, for our fami- 
lies, and for ourselves. We can only have 
peace when we make war on our greedy. 
ambitions and selfishness. 

—ELAINE SARMIENTO, 
15 Sta. Lucia, Pasig City 


MSU appointment 
followed precedent 


WE THANK THE INQUIRER AND RYAN D. 
Rosauro for running the news report "Fight on 
for MSU chancellorsip" in its Jan. 29 issue. 

We would like, however, to point out some 
facts for your readers' better appreciation of 
the Mindanao State University-ligan Institute 
of Technology's fight for the retention of its 
present chancellor. 

Chancellor (in holdover capacity) Marcelo Р 
Salazar joined the MSU-IIT 33 years ago as a 
faculty member. He was the director of the 
‘School of Engineering Technology before being 
appointed vice chancellor for academic affairs 
and then chancellor in the year 2000. 

In the institute's history, the precedent in 
reappointing sitting administrators was set 
when Prof. Manaros Boransing, the youngest, 
at 34, then vice president for administration, 
MSU Main Campus, was appointed dean of the. 
institute, and later as university vice president 
for МОТ, 

He served for three terms, or 16 years, before 
Dr. Camar A. Umpa became MSU-IIT chancellor 
in 1989, serving for 10 years before being elect- 
‘ed MSU System president. 

Boransing is now the education undersecre- 
tary for Mindanao Affairs and is credited with 
jump-starting the MSU-IT as the first au- 
tonomous campus of the MSU System. 

—LORNA O. TOLENTINO, acting 
secretary, Mindanao State University-Ii 

Institute of Technology (MSU-IIT) ligan City 


EPCIB Unit Investment 
Trust Funds 


We'll lead you 
to your goals. 


Cutting contradictions 


WE WISH TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING CLARI- 
fications on some points presented in the edi- 
torial titled "Deficit in candor" (PDI, 1/27/06) 

1. "The deficit narrowed because of expen- 
diture cuts rather than rising revenues." This is 
inaccurate, The deficit narrowed because of 
both. Some P20.9 billion in savings were made 
from lower interest payments because of im- 
proved investor confidence, lower costs due to 
cost-cutting schemes and the implementation 
of the procutement law. 

Revenues exceeded the goal by P12.6 bil- 
lion. While it's true that the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and the Bureau of Customs were be- 
low their targets, the Bureau of Treasury more 
than offset their collection shortfalls. BIR and 
BOC performance is being improved through 
medium-term administrative reforms and this 
cannot be done in a year. 

2. "While the government expected to raise 
P7.5 billion in additional revenues from the sin 
tax, the actual increase was only P2.09 billion. 
for the whole year.” 

"The revenue projection from the sin tax law 
is premised on a normal year without judicial 
encumbrances. The year 2005 was an abnor- 
mal year in several respects: 

а) Every time excise tax rates are adjusted, 
collections drop by 25 percent during the next 
two quarters as manufacturers advance the re- 
lease of their stocks a quarter before the effec- 
tivity of the new rate. 

b) ATRO was issued on sin tax collections in 
the Subic port, and shipments were directed 
toward this port. 

3. "Besides, cost-cutting seems farthest from 
the mind of President Macapagal-Arroyo as 
she continues to fight for political survival.” 

The editorial contradicts itself with this 
statement as it mentioned in a previous para- 
graph that "the deficit narrowed because of ex- 
penditure cuts.” The words “cost-cutting” and 
“expenditure cuts" should mean the same. 

It is unfortunate that in the attempt to tumn a 
positive economic development for the country 
into negative news, the editorial sacrificed accu- 
racy and consistency resulting in a skewed analy- 
sis ofan important development in our economy. 

—GIL S, BELTRAN, undersecretary, 
Department of Finance 
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Equitable РС! Bank Unit Investment Trust Funds 
make wealth-building simple and hassle-free. 


In today's financially driven world, wealth-building Is no longer an option, it's a necessity. 
To fulfill your goals, you need the strength and reliability of an award-winning fund management 
team to deal with the complexities of the financial world. 


We have a simple and straightforward way to lead you closer to your goals — the EPCIB Unit 
Investment Trust Funds. 


* EPCIB GS Fund is a diversified portfolio of government securities its yield from inception, 
remarkably surpassed the benchmark 91-day T-Bills. 


* EPCIB US Dollar Fund is a basket of select foreign currency denominated securities. The 
yield of this fund strongly outperformed the 3-month U.S. T-bills since inception. 


+ EPCIB Equity Fund is a portfolio of equity investments and other marketable instruments. 
From its inception, the fund exceeded the performance of the Phisix. 


At Equitable PCI Bank, we've simplified all these because all we do is all for you, to be your 
Bank of Choice, 


Invest now. Call the EPCIB Trust Banking Group at 878-4265 
or send your inquiry via SMS to 0915-7882308. 


Squitable PCI... © 


Bank of Choice 


Contact our Call Center at 84-911 (Metro Manila) 
PLOT 1-800-188-84-911 and Digitel 1-800-333-84-911 (Provincial) 
visit www.equitablepcib.com. 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news 
and photos by the Inquirer, you may write 
to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer Chino Roces Avenue, corner 
Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of 
Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 
897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ 
inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
quested to include their complete address. 
and telephone or pager number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. The In- 
quirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied, 


Your 


The EPCIB UITFs are not deposit accounts. These are not guaranteed by Equitable РС! Bank nor covered by РОС. I is possible 
for the investments and their income to fluctuate as a result of prevailing market conditions although every effort is exerted to 
preserve the value of the funds. Any income or loss from the fund shall be for the account of the participant. 
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Jueteng’ haunts PNP on anniversary 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE RESURGENCE OF THE ILLEGAL NUMBERS 
game "jueteng" in many parts of Luzon haunts the 
Philippine National Police on its 15th founding 


anniversary. 

‘Yesterday, the police sacked yet 
another town police chief for his 
failure to stamp out the vice even 
as top officials conceded that lick- 


more complicated than it appears. 
Director 
Lomibao said he relieved Supt. 
Renato Angara, chief of the Tanu- 
ing jueteng is turning out to be ап, Batangas Police Station, after 


General 


www.sountex.com 


the Anti-Illegal Gambling Special 
Operations Task Force arrested 
last week six men during a 
jueteng draw in the town. 

Lomibao also quoted sketchy 
reports as saying the antigam- 
bling unit based in Camp Crame 
has also successfully operated 
against people operating an ille- 
gal numbers game similar to 
jueteng in Dipolog City. 

“If it turns (out) to be true, we 
will probably relieve the chief of 


dens. 
‘Arturo 


6 in Batangas 
‘jueteng’ held 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—ANTHLLE- 
gal gambling operatives of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police from Camp Crame swooped 
down on a suspected “jueteng” den in 
Tanauan City on Friday and arrested six sus- 
pected members of a syndicate running the il- 
legal numbers game, police said yesterday. 

"The arrest came just two days after PNP 
chief Director General Arturo Lomibao issued 
a stern warning to all his men against tolerat- 
ing jueteng 

‘Batangas Gov. Armando Sanchez was men- 
tioned as one of the country's biggest jueteng 
financiers during the Senate hearings about 
the illegal gambling operations last year. 

Sanchez had denied involvement 
jueteng. 

Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, Calabarzon po- 
lice director, identified the arrested persons as 
Ambocio Vedra, 61; Maximo Gonzales, 53; 
Eriano Ladislao, 63; Bonifacio Langga, 40; Pe- 
dro Palma, 57; and Dario Dinglasan, 38. 

Verzosa said he had already ordered the re- 
lief of Supt. Renato Angara as the chief of po- 
lice of Tanauan City. 

‘Supt. Manuel Abu was appointed as the offi 
cer in charge of the city police office, he added. 

‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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police (there as well),” he said. 

The PNP marked its 15th an- 
niversary with President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo as its guest. 

Police are set to expand the 
scope of their anti-illegal gam- 
bling drive. Initially, the police 
have only gone after jueteng 


*] think there are other illegal 
gambling activities which are 
similar to jueteng,” Lomibao said. 
“I think they should also be given 


equal concern.” 


forjobs, 


The lack of an alternative 


livelihood to jueteng 


Some eight months after the 
police began their crackdown on 
jueteng, officials are seeing the 
other effects of the campaign, in- 
cluding the displacement of thou- 
sands who depended on jueteng 


main reason collectors, or cabos, 
are forced to “bite the bullet,” ac- 
cording to the PNP chief. 


* guess we should really find 
ап alternative livelihood for the 
people who are affected,” he said. 
“And according to statistics, thou- 
sands (are affected) and if people 
cannot find other means of liveli- 
hood, they will bite the bullet, so 
to speak." 

‘The Philippine Charity Sweep- 
stakes Office is planning to set up 
small town lottery in the country- 
side as a means of employing 
people, according to Lomibao. 
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FRIENDS 


with his pet dog. 


Dogs take center stage this year as а result of the CI 
is the Year of the Dog. At the Wright Park in Baguio City, a man enjoys his leisure time 
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Gov't, Church execs give backing 
to N. Vizcaya bishop vs ‘jueteng’ 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA—GOVERN- 
ment and Church officials in Cagayan Valley 
have supported Catholic Bishop Ramon Vil- 
lena, who has been besieged by demands for 
jobs from "jueteng" bet collectors here. 

“Please know that your fellow anti-jueteng, 
anti-wrong crusaders like me are here to sup- 
port you,” said Isabela Gov. Maria Gracia 
Cielo Padaca in a text message sent to Villena. 

Padaca, along with other government and 
Church officials, extended their support for 
the Nueva Vizcaya bishop following the re- 
cent move of about 150 displaced jueteng 
workers to mass up at his house in Barangay 
Luyang here asking for jobs. 

The group, composed of cabo (head bet col- 
lectors) and cobradores (bet collectors) from 
various towns in the province, blamed Villena 
for their difficult life since jueteng operations 
were stopped on Jan. 17. 

‘The operations stopped when the police's 
anti-illegal gambling task force raided a 
jueteng den in Solano town. 

Padaca said it was not right that cobradores 
blame the bishop for their hardships and the 
shame that their children suffer in school 


Muslims celebrate 


COTABATO CITY—MUSLIMS YESTERDAY CEL- 
brated Amon Jaded, Islam's New Year, with 
thanksgiving, food offerings and accounting of 
‘earnings during the previous year for a compul- 
sory giving of zakat (alms) to poor people. 

Young generation of Muslims exchanged 
text messages with New Years wishes for 
peace and prosperity 

Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan, of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), de- 
Чагей the celebration as a nonworking holi- 
day in Basilan, Lanao Sur, Maguindanao, Su- 
lu, Tawi-Tawi and Marawi City. 

"The lunar Hijra Calendar turned to year 
1427 when the new moon appeared yester- 
day morning. 

‘The Muslim calendar is based on the migra- 
tion of the Prophet Muhammad to Medi 
from Mecca toward the end of the 6th century. 

The first day of the New Year also marked 


“simply because what they do is illegal." 

Bishop Sergio Utleg, of the Diocese of lla- 
gan in Isabela, said the Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference of the Philippines had expressed its 
support for Villena in his crusade against the 
illegal numbers game. 

Quirino Rep. Junie Cua said he and Villena 
would always remain “strong partners" in the 
anti-jueteng campaign in his province. 

Utleg said bishops should not be blamed 
for their crusade against an illegal activity. 

“First, it is the duty of the person himself to 
look for an honest and legal job. Second, the 
jueteng lords whom they (cabo and cobradores) 
made rich should now help them,” he said. 

"The govemment and all concemed should 
think of how to give honest jobs to all" he added. 

On Thursday, Villena called on government 
officials for a dialogue to discuss the pleas of 
jueteng workers that they be given alternative 
sources of livelihood, 

Padaca, in a phone interview, said they now 
have to be more vigilant over the possibility 
that jueteng might also return to Isabela, after 
its short-lived comeback in Nueva Vizcaya. 
Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Islam’s New Year 


the first day of Muharam. 

Old folks, however, avoid long travel from 
the start of the year until the 10th day, known 
as ashura, is over. 

In the writings of Abu Huraira, narrator of 
prophetic traditions, the 10th of Muharam 
marked events of biblical salvation, like the re- 
union of Adam and Eve in the ocean of Desert, 
after being banished from heavenly abode; the 
end of the deluge in Noah's time; the culmina- 
tion of Joseph's sacrifice underneath the well 
where he was pushed by his siblings; end of 
Nemeses’ tyranny in Moses’ time, and Christ's 
appearance to his disciples in flesh and blood, 

But among Sufi and Shiite Muslims, the 
10th day is a day of great mourning for Islam. 
it was during that day that Amir Hussein, the 
propher's grandson, was slain by Islamic ex- 
tremists led by Abu Yajid, Nash B. Maulana, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Gov’t loses 
control of 
rice supply 
to traders 


PILI, CAMARINES SUR—THE 
government is losing local rice 
supply to traders buying at P11 
per kilogram, P1 more than the 
purchase price of the National 
Food Authority that buys rice for 
P10 per kilogram, a manager of 
the grains agency here said. 
Edmundo Enrique, NFA Ca- 
marines Sur manager, said the 
non-competitive buying price of 
the government discouraged 
farmers to sell their harvest to the 
grains agency's buying stations. 
Enrique said last year alone, 
the output of the palay procure- 
ment program here was very low 
with a mere 800 bags sold to the 
governments buying stations 
while the overwhelming harvest. 
of the province went into the 
warehouses of traders. 


Self-sufficient 

He said Camarines Sur is self- 
sufficient in rice, with an average 
rice harvest of 200,000 metric 
tons every year. 

He said the government pro- 
cures palay to build stock that 
would serve as a buffer that can 
be disposed of anytime to influ- 
ence the market price and ensure 
food security. 

Enrique said the government re- 
sponds to food security programs 
with its buffer stock of imported 
rice at the NFA warehouses. 

Не said that this year, at least 
1.8 million metric tons of rice will 
be imported by the government. 

The NFA manager said he is of- 
fering the provincial government 
of Camarines Sur a partnership 
agreement with the NFA to trade 
palay which, he said, is a way to 
respond to the competition. 

He said he will ask from the 
provincial government a counter- 
part of P1 per kilo of palay sold to 
NPAs buying station to push the 
government's buying price at par 
with the traders. 


Incentives 

Enrique said the NFA offers as 
an incentive to the provincial gov- 
emment the rights over the pro- 
cured palay harvest for six months 
from the period the rice supply 
was stored in NEA warehouses. 

He said the rice stock remains 
reserved for the provincial gov- 
ernment for six months. The deal 
would allow the provincial gov- 
ernment free use of NFA ware- 
houses for four months and 
charge the provincial govern- 
ment a minimum 1.5 percent of 
the stock's value starting in the 
fifth and sixth months. 

Enrique said the provincial 
government, given the rights 
over the rice stock, can engage in 
rice trading with other entities to 
generate profit. 

‘Authorities had tried to stop 
the monopoly in rice trading by 
middlemen and traders to no 
avail. Juan Escandor Jr, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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3 Left activists killed in Bicol, Samar 


IROSIN, SORSOGON—THREE 
more leaders of militant party- 
list groups Bayan Muna and 
Anak Pawis were killed in sepa- 
rate attacks here and in Ca- 
marines Norte and in Borongan, 
Samar. 

The latest victim of political 
assassination in Bicol was 
Councilor Maximo Frivaldo, 
39, and a member of Bayan 
Muna, who was shot dead ear- 
ly yesterday. 

Another Bayan Muna orgoniz- 
er was shot dead, yesterday by 
three men riding in a black TMX 
motorcycle without license plate 
in Barangay Rawis in Borongan, 
Samar. 

‘Also killed by an assassin was 
Abner Dalan, municipal coordi- 
nator of Anak Pawis in Capalo- 


nga, Camarines Norte. 

Dalan, 28, was shot at close 
range by a lone gunman while 
on board his motorcycle sell- 
ing fish in the morning of Jan. 
23. 

Sources said the suspect 
took the victim’s motorcycle 
after the shooting. The vehicle 
has not been recovered until 
now. 

House Deputy Minority 
Leader and Bayan Мипа Rep. 
Satur Ocampo identified the 
slain Samar Bayan Muna mem- 
ber as a certain Antonio Alde 
Jr., 25, a Bayan Muna organiz- 
er anda casual employee at the 
Eastern Samar provincial gov- 
ernors Barangay Affairs Of- 
fice. 

Ocampo said based on initial 


reports that reached Bayan Mu- 
na's national headquarters, a 45 
cal. pistol was used in Айез 
killing. 

Chief Insp. Diony Laceda, 
Irosin police chief, said Frival- 
do was shot by a lone assassin 
inside his home while attend- 
ing to his three-month-old 
son. 

Frivaldo's wife, Lanie, said 
they had just entered the house 
with their baby when she heard 
gunshots. 

Lanie said that upon hearing 
the shots, she rushed back to the 
porch where she left her husband 
and their baby and saw him 
bloodied. 

Her brother tried to run after 
the killer but was also fired upon, 
she said. 


Logging blamed for 4-day Isabela flooding 


ILAGAN, ISABELA—THE TOP 
official of the Philippine Recla- 
mation Authority blamed ille- 
gal logging in Isabela for the 
four-day flooding that hit more 
than 100 villages and devastat- 
ed P452 million worth of rice 
and corn in the province. 

Silvestre Bello IIl, PRA general 
manager, said the denudation of 
paris of the Sierra Madre moun- 
tain ranges resulted їп floods in 
low-lying villages of the 
province. 

The provincial board on Friday 
declared Isabela under a state of 
calamity following the floods 
caused by heavy rains brought 
about by tropical depression Aga- 
ton, 

Bello, a native of Isabela, said 
reports reaching him showed that 
poachers were conniving with 
some environment officials in pil- 
laging the Sierra Madres re- 
sources. 

He asked officials the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources to protect the 
province's environment and 
stop their unscrupulous person- 
nel from protecting illegal log- 
gers. 

But Рейх Taguba, DENR Isa- 
bela director, said his agency 
should not be blamed for the 
floods. 

“Why put all the blame on us? 
This is a multi-sectoral problem. 


эшо SAINPDINORTHERNLLIZON BUREAU 
MEMBERS of the Ilagan municipal rescue and relief operations team 
load relief goods and other items for distribution to about 400 
isolated families in Camunatan, llagan, Isabela Jan. 27. 


‘The local government units, 
government leaders in the 
province, towns and barangays 
should also share the burden,” 
he said. 

‘Taguba said the problem on 
timber poaching should be imme- 
diately addressed. He said vil 
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lagers involved in this activity 
should be given alternative jobs 
to stop the denudation of the 
forests. 

In Nueva Ecija, heavy rains 
and floods deprived onion 
growers in San Jose City of 
their major source of income af- 


ter about 1,500 hectares of 
onion farms, most of which are 
growing the tanduyong (red 
shallot) variety, were de- 
stroyed. 

Rogelio Malunay, city agricul- 
turist, estimated the losses at 
P254.84 million. 

“This was the first time that 
this disaster happened here be- 
cause of the unusual coming of 
heavy rains this time of the year,” 
hesaid. 

Malunay said of the 1,850 
hectares planted to different 
varieties of onions in 28 vil- 
lages in San Jose, only 372 
hectares have chances of recov- 
en. 

Onion farmers here eam at 
least P50,000 for a hectare of 
onion during harvest. The aver- 
age yield per hectare is 10,000 
kilograms. 

The buying price of the red 
shallot variety is between PB and 
Pl0akg. 

Bongabon Mayor Amelia 
Gamilla said more than 1,000 
hectares growing the yellow and 
red varieties of onions in their 
town were destroyed by rains and 
floods. 

Gamilla said losses could 
reach P112 million. Villamor 
Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Lu- 
zon Bureau, and Anselmo 
Roque, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 


Witnesses said the suspect 
was picked up by a companion 

a blue scooter about 200 me- 
ters from the site of the shoot- 
ing. 

Frivaldo was the former chair 
of the Philippine Peasants Insti 
tute here, his elder brother 
Marcelo said. 

Ocampo said Alde and Frival- 
do were the 79th and 80th Bayan 
Muna members murdered since 
President Macapagal-Arroyo as- 
sumed power in 2001, and the 
second and third to be killed this 
year. 

Ocampo said Malacafiang 
should condemn all the politi- 
cal killings and order a man- 
hunt for the perpetrators, be 
they members of the police or 
themilitary. 


SATUR OCAMPO 


He scored the government's; 
security forces for "consider- 
ing activists as enemies, and 
for miserably failing to pro- 
vide them all with lawful pro- 
tection due them under the 
laws and the Constitution." 

Bobby Labalan and Delfin 
Mallari Jr., PDI Southern Lu-., 
zon Bureau 
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Man draws death for rape 

TUBOD, Lanao del Norte—A 38-year-old father of three was sent to the death row 
ya regional ial court here for repeatedly raping his daughter, The convict is 

пон awaiting transfer from the town jal to the National Biibid Prisons in 
Muntinlupa, where he wll be locked up. The convict, a widower and a native ot 
Cainan, Davao Cily. was found guilty two weeks ago of forcing his daughter, now 
16, into sex for about two years. Based on court records obtained by the Iouen 
lest week, the convict impregnated his daughter sometime in 2004. To avoid nosy' 
neighbors he fled Calinan with his daughter and brought her to Magsaysay, а 
hinterland municipality in the province. The victim told the court that she was only 
forced by her father to go with him. Ryan Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Sagada folk save landmark 

SAGADA, Mt. Province—Residents of this tourist town have pooled their re- 
Sources to save an important historical structure in the town. The St. Theodores 
Hospital (STH), which was built by American missionaries, Rev. John Armitage 
Staunton ang is wite Maria. as a cinic in 1904, was almost closed down last 
year after it suffered financial losses. Residents, however, wouid not allow the 
Community institution to fade away, and formed a foundation to save it. "Closing 
the hospital due to the financial crisis was the easiest option but [its] manage- 
ment counci decided to work hard to [start a] foundation," Rev. Fr. Moreno 
Tuguinay, STH administrative officer, said. He said the Stauntons’ mission to im- 
prove the ives of Sagadans was their inspiration in putting the heat of the com- 
tunity at the top of their priorities. Desiree Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Politics confuses LGUs 

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan—Locai governments are geting confused wih the national 
covemments unstable poil suain, ала this has affected the implementation ot 
evelopment programs, Gov. Victor Agbaya said. "There's too much polls, too it- 
te development How an we take off?" Agbayani told reporters here aher he gave the 
‘siste of the province address atthe Urdja House. In tis address, Agbayani men- 
‘Soned the dismal stuation of the country in 2004. “impeachment rather than devel- 
ортеп took center stage and preoccupied the nation. Govemanos took the back seat 
to crisis management. Division and debate stalled the economic and development en- 
gines of the ration” Үовпаз Scleb Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau * 


‘Smoke-free’ youth 

LEGAZPI CITY—The Smoke-Free Committee of this city, through ts mem- 
bers, the Legazpi Adventist Community Services Inc. and the Central Albay 
Adventist Youth Alive, is conducting a three-day live-in facilitators training 
for youth leaders in the community on Jan. 27-29 at the LGU Legazpi Train- 
ing Center and Dormitory. The training, with the theme "Smoke-Free 
Legazpi, Youth Alive" is a positive peer prevention program nurturing the 
wholisic development of youth and adults. PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Gunrunners’ hideout raided 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna Members of the provincial mobile group of the 
Batangas police raided a suspected lair of a syndicate allegedly involved in gunrun- 
‘ing in San Nicolas, Batangas and arrested two persons in possession of six unii- 
Tensed firearms early Thursday. Senior Supt. Francisco Don Montenegro, Batangas 
police director, identifed the arrested suspects as brothers Abelardo and Renato 
Landicho. Seized from Abeardos house were various firearms. Montenegro said 
police raided eight houses, but only that of Abelardo's yielded unlicensed guns. He 
Said the raid was covered by search warrants issued by Lemery, Batangas Regional 
"i Court Judge Equo Quitain. Cases have already been ей against he sus- 
pects who are now detained at he Batangas police headquarters in Batangas Ciy. 
Montenegro said. Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Bus cuts town’s power 


OAS, Albay—A bus slammed into 
ап electric post ata Маде here, re- 
sulting in a power outage. The bus 
also hit the fence of the house of In- 
uen correspondent Michael Jau- 
clan. Bus driver Рейх Lubiano, 53, of, 
Carigara, Leyte, sald his steering 
wheel accidentally got locked when 
ha tried to evade a barricade on the 
highway. Noonewashurt. РОГ 
Southern Luzon Bureau 

3 towns reclassified 

SAN ILDEFONSO, Bulacan—The Bureau of Local Goverment Finance (BLGF has 
reclassified the towns of San llefonso, Guiguinto and Balagtas as first cass munici- 
pales. The BLGF reclassified these towns after they posted PSO millon in tax collec- 
tions and eamings from 2000 to 2003. San lidefonso Mayor Edgardo Galvez sad the 
reclassification was due to the intensified tax collection campaign of the local govem- 
ment, He said the bulk of collections came from the more than 300 medium-scale 
businesses and hog farms in his town, Camata Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Cop kilis fellow cop 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A rookle Manlia policeman was shot dead by his 
fellow police officer after a heated, intoxicated argument in Mabini, Batangas past 3 
midnight of Jan. 24. Calabarzon police director Chiet Supt. Jesus Verzosa identi- 
fled the victim as РОТ Joel Cosme, assigned a the National Capital Region oifice 
of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency. He said Cosme died from several 
bulet wounds inthe chest and other parts of the body wie suspect POT Nelson 
Mariano, assigned at the Holding Center of Camp Crame, underwent treatment in 
Bauan General Hospital fter suffering bul wounds in the thighs. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


Water supply interrupted d 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Water supply Ë 
Tn certain areas here was temporary cut. 
to give way tothe repair of the distribution © 
iine in Barangay Sta. Monica, particulary 
the ona bosde the Caramuran Bridge 
"where pipelines ara leaking. Nikky Vitar, 
Puerto Princesa Cty Water District super- 
sing intemal control oficer, said water. 
Supply in certain areas was cut starting 
© poon of Jan. 24 and was restored Jan. 26. ; 
‘Tho repair had to be done, she sad, be- 
cause the leaks were getting worse, even allowing some residents to do thelr lundiy in 
ров of water that formed from the leaks. бегаййоп! Пе, PDI Southam Luzon Bureau. 
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Something 
fishy at PCG 


НАР OAKWOOD MUTINEER MARINE САРТ. 
Nicanor Faeldon used his head, he wouldn't 
have been caught. 

But it would be difficult probably to ignore 
love's call. Faeldon was caught in the compa- 
ny of Capt. Candelaria "Candy" Rivas, his al- 
leged girlfriend. 

When love beckons, even the most intelligent 
person loses control 

Capt. Candy Rivas, a military lawyer, like- 
wise didn't use her head. She knew that 
agents of the Intelli- 
gence Service of the 
Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (абр) 
were hot on Faeldon's 
trail. 

The Isafp might have. 
been remiss in guard- 
ing Faeldon, so he was 
able to escape, but it is 
still a very efficient spy 
agency. Isafp agents are 
experts at tailing their 
prey. The escape and 
recapture of Captain 
Faeldon would make a good romantic novel. 


ON TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo 


WHAT'S this I heard from the grapevine that. 
Coast Guard commandant Vice Adm. Arthur 
Gosingan allowed the payment for an al 
leged gross overprice in the repair of BRP 
Kalinga? 

1n 1999, BRP (Barko ng Republika ng Pilip- 
inas) Kalinga was drydocked for a complete 
overhaul. The contract price for the repair was 
P20 million. But Rosswell Enterprises, the con- 
tractor, allegedly wanted the Coast Guard to pay 
P80 million, way beyond the contract price. 

Vice Adm. Reuben Lista, Gosingan's prede- 
cessor, refused to pay Rosswell even after the 
owner, Rosita Bonifacio, went up to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Lista told the President the government 
would lose P60 million if the P80 million were 
paid. The President agreed with Lista, according 
to my sources. 

But why is Rosswell being paid P80 million 

for the ship's repair by Admiral Gosingan? 
‘The first installment for the overpriced re- 
pair work—P26 million—was made on Dec. 
27, 2005, my spies at the Coast Guard said. 
‘The second and last installment—P54 mil- 
lion— would be paid next month, the 
sources said. 
SOME Quezon City policemen confirmed an 
item in this space that a radio-TV network top 
executive is hooked on cocaine. The broadcast 
ers cocaine supplier is also a Quezon City cop. 
‘The executive reportedly holds regular cocaine- 
sniffing sessions at his penthouse, but the cops 
are afraid to raid the place. "Who would dare?" 
one of my sources said. 
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Montalban ready for Metro garbage 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


MEGALOTTO 6/45 
3/35 W 32 8 43 
P40,627,153.80 


‘The controlled dumps in Navotas 
and Quezon City, which accept trash 
from a few cities in the metropolis, are 
scheduled for a shutdown three weeks 
from now, following a provision of Re- 
public Act 9003, or the Ecological Solid 
Waste Management Act, which speci- 
fies the closure of all open and con- 
trolled dumps. 

‘The 14-hectare Montalban Facility is 
a sanitary landfill and is not affected by 
the law. It services at least 10 of the 17 
towns and cities of Metro Manila. In 


open dumps, garbage isnot treated, un- 
like sanitary landfills where a filter pre- 
vents leachate from seeping into the 
water table and soil layers are dumped 
to cover each layer of garbage. 

‘The municipality had also prepared 
am expansion plan in case the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Au- 
thority (MMDA) decides to divert all of 
Metro's garbage to the facility, Cuerpo 
added. The mayor closed the facility for 
а few days in October last year after the 
MMDA snubbed'his proposal to in- 


crease tipping fees from P600 to P800 
per ton of garbage. It was reopened af- 
ter the MMDA promised to look into the 
mayor's request. Cuerpo said yesterday 
that instead of the fee increase, the 
MMDA had promised to implement so- 
cial projects in the town. 

Environmental groups are against the 
continued operations of the facility. Ban- 
gon Kalikasan Movement head Joey Papa 
had said the area where the facility is o 
cated is part of Metro Manila's water 
shed, and "was once a scenic picnic site." 


A BIG BULK OF METRO MANILAS 
garbage may be diverted to the Montal- 
ban Solid Waste Disposal Facility in Ro- 
driguez, Rizal, if plans to close con- 
trolled dumps in the metropolis push 
through. "We are ready to accommo- 
date more garbage from Metro Manila," 
Rodriguez Mayor Pedro Cuerpo told the. 
INQUIRER. 

“We also have a ready plan to expand 
the facility.” 


METROBRIEFS 


Fatal distraction 
АМАМ died after he was run over by a train in Purok 2, Barangay Buli, Muntinlupa City. РОЗ Randy 
Rentilio said Roberto Benito, 57, was sending a text message on his сей phone as he was walking 
along the rail tracks when the Manila-bound Philippine National Raitways train hit him. "His back was. 
facing the train so he did not notice it coming his way,” Rentillo told the iwournen over the phone. Beni- 
to's body was brought to the Eastern Funeral Services in Alabang for autopsy. 
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LRT passenger’s unusual cargo E RAE 
PANIC gripped passengers at the Santolan station of the Light Rail Transit Line 2 in Pasig City yester- 
day afternoon after security guards found what appeared to be a bomb in the bag of a 40-year-old 

тап. Suspect Zaldy Munda, of San Jose del Monte, Bulacan, had voluntarily submitted himself for 
Toutin inspection at 145 p.m. before boarding the train. But he was turned over to the custody of the 
Regional Special Action Unit (SAU) after the guards found five blasting caps, a time fuse and two 
sticks of suspected explosives in gel form inside his bag. As of press time, the police had yet to deter- 
thine whether or not Munda intended to bomb the LAT. "We don't want o jump to conclusions. We are 
Trying to determine that through the contact in his cell phone. So far, he has been very cooperative," 
National Capital Region Police Office chief Director Vidal Querol told the Inounen. Munda, who report- 
йу worked for a quarrying company, tod investigators he was on his way to buy spare parts in 
Makati City for his vehicle. He ts now under investigation at the RSAU headquarters in Pasay City. Ed- 
son C. Tantoc Jr, Jocelyn Н. Uy 


River yields 
grisly find 


TWO DECAPITATED 
heads were found 
yesterday in Mariki- 
na City, placed sepa- 
rately in black 
garbage bags which 
were thrown into 
the river at the back 
of the River Park 
Mall in Barangay 
Barangka. 

РОЗ  Felixberto 
Aguila of the city po- 
lice said the victims 
“were Chinese-look- 
ing” and appeared 
to have been killed 
“just about 24 hours. 
ago.” 

He added that the 
two could have been 
killed elsewhere and 
their heads thrown 
into the river. Edson 
C. Tandoc Jr. 
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Pay only about 20% on your electric bills compared to- 
your previous billings after you installed IWATA evapora- 
tive alrcon units. 


Beat the high cost of electricity! 
Order IWATA Evaporative aircon now & start 
saving millions of pesos on electric bilis. Call us 
or а free demo today! (Within Metro Manila). 
Phils, Authorized Dist, COLENT: ENTERPRISE. | 
210 Del Monta Ave, Cor. Speaker | 89р КЫ 
Tel No. 412-4317, 414-9090, 411-2308 - 98, 140-3815, 
Fix No, (632) 411-2399 * E-mail colent рі et. 
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& EASY 
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Clean up in today’s 
Modern Kitchen 


GILLEST HOLDINGS, INC. 


has never been easier. 
2428 Jose Abad Santos St. Sta. Cruz, Manila 


GE) ытаата 


WARRANTY: SIX MONTHS PARTS а LABOR (PARTS а SERVICE AVAILABLE) 
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Martha Stewart 
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Formore TV schedules: 

4. Visit www.ClickTheCity.com or 
wap.clickthecity.com, 

2. Key in GTC TV and send to 2333 for 
Globe and to 225 for Smart. PhP2.50 
per SMS sent, 
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VOTED BEST 


RESIDENTIAL 


COMMUNITY 
OF THE YEAR 


nique b incomparable amenities 


Rising far above sea level and nestled in the foothills of the 
world-class San Lazaro Leisure Complex, is a most prestigious 
gated community called Canyon Ranch. 


Located only 25 minutes away from Makati, this California Ranch Style development showcases beautiful homes 
with impressive split-level configurations, expansive balconies that offer an unparalleled view of the breathtaking 
natural surroundings and a perpetually cool and breezy climate completely unique to its location 


Awarded Best Residential Community in 2005 by And while Canyon Ranch continues to tise far above the 
the Philippine Marketing Association, it is the first ever competition, unbeatable prices and payment plans ensure 


horizontal development from Century Properties, recipient that you can own your dream home today. 
of the prestigious Global Excellence Award 2005 for Most 


Outstanding Philippine Real Estate Company. 75% SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN A YEAR! 


Make the award winning choice. Call us now! 

House ancLlot packages for as low as P2 Millon, 
818-9025 © 893-7050 e 0915-700-2000 
CXCENTURY www.canyonranch.com.ph 


p! E 5 DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO CANYON RANCH: TAKE SOUTH EXPRESSWAY + 
PROPERTIES GROUP ротата ttam EXIT AT CARMONA - TURN RIGHT ON GOVERNOR'S DRIVE » 
We see things a century ahead. Cory Napian ue Fee AN LAZANO LEISURE PARK « FOLLOW SIGNS TO CANYON RANCH 


ce ) 
Vz ku «пыш» is 5 Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
Text us your feedback: inquirer spre namelagelctylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 Smart) 


The most requested real estate ppic-now on its 26* offering! 
INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE 
Opportunities, techniques & need-to-learn knowledge 
February 6, 1:30-6 pm, Z Fir, Max's Rest, Glorietta 2, Ayala Cntr, Mk 
SCHEDULE OF OTHER TOPICS (Toples may be attended separately) 
Feb 8 PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT W/ HLURB RULES & UPDATES 
Feb 13. HOW TO START & MANAGE А SUCCESSFUL REALTY OFFICE 
Feb 15 LEGAL ASPECT OF SALE, MORTGAGE & LEASE WITH 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTATION AND REGISTRATION 
Feb 20 JOINT VENTURES FOR REAL ESTATE PROJECTS 
Feb 22 TAXATION ASPECTS OF REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 
AND PROPERTY ASSESSMENT 
Feb27 REAL ESTATE FINANCE AND INVESTMENT ANALYSIS 
Mari MANAGEMENT OF RENTAL PROPERTIES 
Mare HOWTO'S OF REAL PROPERTY VALUATION 
Mar8 MAKING BIG MONEY IN DISTRESSED PROPERTIES 
5 - For more detais, сай 681-0928 or етай urbanet@pacific.net ph 
A ч з ог simply text your name, fax no. or етай address to СР 0916-426-9174 
TIGER Woods blasts out of the bunker on the 17th hole Sunday during the final round of the Buick Invitational at T URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 


World No. 1 
nails record Cell 
4th Buick title 2 we coolest Sun Се ular Phones 


7”. 


SAN DIEGO—FRESH FROM AN 
extended end-of-year break, 
Tiger Woods won his first tour- 
nament of the season at the 
Buick Invitational on Sunday 
with a generous dose of good 
fortune. 


The 30-year-old world No. 1 clinched a record 
fourth ite at Torrey Pines when Jose Maria Olaz- 
abal missed a three-foot par putt at the second 
extra hole. 

‘Woods himself had three-putted on three oc- 
casions earlier in the day and knew he was fortu- 
nate to join a three-way playoff with Olazabal 
and PGA Tour rookie Nathan Green, 

“For me to even have a chance to be in the 
playoff to win the tile, I was very luck" the 10- 
time major winner told reporters after struggling 
with the pace of the greens for most of the day. 

"The US Masters and British Open champion, 
who won his first start of a PGA Tour season for i 

time, b mor А : i 
eng ie duno spe teh Sony Ericsson K300i Samsung X640 Nokia 6101 
He bogeyed the fourth and also the fifth, | FREE @ Plon 600 FREE @ Plan 600 FREE © Plan 1000 


where he three-putted from 20 feet after his par- oy 
Saving attempt horseshoed out of the cup from 1 Camera, Video and Sound Recorder. VGA Comera, Built-in Camera ond Video Recorder 


MP3 ployer, MUS, 6.5§B Dynamic Memory Dual Color Displays 
oh e birdied seven, 12nd 13; Rer Bluetooth, Email MMS, WAP Тот Stereo FN Radio, Tri bard 
drops at 11 and 14 meant he needed a birdie at -——— OF 
the last to make the playoff 


Customary precision 

He sized up the eight-footer with customary 
precision and coolly stroked the ball into ‚the back 
ofthe cup. 

“It was one of those things where I've had that 
putt before, and I know that putt: ‚doesn't break as 
much as it looks," Woods said. 

At the second extra hole, he could hardly bear 
to watch after Olazabal gifted him the title with 
his three-foot miss. 

“You don't ever take pleasure out of seeing 
your friends do that,” said Woods, whose previ- 
‘ous PGA Tour triumph came four months ago 
when John Daly missed from similar range at the 
second extra hole of the WGC-American Express. 
Championship. 

“If anything, 1 would have felt fired up if 1 
made the putt in the playoff for birdie on 18 and 
ended it right there, but not when а friend of 
mine misses a short one." " 

4 Sony Ericsson K75 Nokia N90 

‘Courtesy of Olazabal's lapse, Woods extended y 
io lapel incon to 12 сен out of 13 M- Motorola RAZR V3 FREE Plon 2000 FREE @ Plon 3500 


tempts worldwide. FREE @ Plan 1000 Oe ee шл 
серт eae tight bee ec owe" he 2-Megopixel Camera, 1 Twist and Fold with Rotating Camera, 


е Bin Camera 1 dn Digital zoom, 11 2Megaicel Camera, 20x Digtal тоот, 
fee a pelle ss GPRS, Bluetooth, WAP Built-in FM Rodio ond Music Player, Video Recorder with 8x zoom, 
Motomixer Ringtone Composer Video Recorder, Tr bon Digitol Music Player, Bluetooth 
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Manny offers 
next fight 
to RP fans 


GEN. SANTOS CITY—SO MY COUNTRY- p "n al ] 
men would be happier. Plus get a free memo pad with leather casing when you subscribe fo Plan 600 or higher! 
Boxing hero Manny Pacquiao declared idis : 
this as the main reason for his desire to hold Promo period is from Jon 29-31, 2006. , 
his next fight in the country during a press 
conference following his rousing welcome 
here yesterday. 
"The 27-year-old ring sensation, fresh off ӨР 
his copia revenge weiner Mesican Hurry and visit The Sun Shop nearest you! 
great Erik Morales in Las Vegas last Jan. 21, — 
Poterie bee аот Handset Plan 350 Plan 600 Plan 1000 Plan 2000 Plan 3500 
super featherweight division. Samsung X640 
“Line them up,” he said. “I will fight them. SE K300i 
as long as our weights are the same." Nokia 6101 
Не also taunted reigning WBC super Motorola RAZR V3 
featherweight champion Marco Antonio SE K750i 
Barrera. "He's afraid of me," he said. "Now 
he wants to fight my brother Bobby" 
‘Pacquiao stopped Barrera in a non-title 
clash in 2003 in Texas. 
Pacquiao last fought on local soil cs 
cember 2004, when he knocked out Thai- d rtasons Besnandes | Ибад Upe | Si 
lands Fahsan ЗК Battery in the fourth (Get шне ЗА Beras Gos боса aa (on da CELLULAR 
round at The Fort in Taguig City. Aquiles Z. Everything Important is Under the Sun 
9, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Talatayod 
12-under 


champion 


DHEO TALATAYOD HAS 
had rumbling beginnings 
—praciicing tennis 
along the railroad tracks! 
“Talatayod, who bagged 
the boys’ 12-under divi- 
sion tite folowing a 6-4, 
6-4 win over Calvin Can- 
las in the just-concluded 
2006 MILO Junior Ten- 
nis Cup and Regional 
Workshop. practices at 
the Mesalta hardcourt at 
the PNR España station. 
"Ang problema lang po 
minsan putok pag 
nasagasaan ang bola 
namin dahil lumipad sa 
bakodat merontrain na 
dumaan," explained Ta- 
latayod, 11, who shared 
the limelight with Patricia 
Orteza in the gris 12- 
under and Leyan Mon- 
cera in the boys' 18-un- 
der cass. Due to heavy 
rains in the final day of 
the MILO netfest sup- 
ported by Prince tennis 
equipment and Adidas 
with Phita sanction, the 
organizing CTW Group 
had declared co-champi- 
‘ons Mark Escares and 
Vince Salas in the unisex 
10-under; Leander 
Lazaro and JL Ferrer in 
the boys’ 14-under; El 
Santo Santos and Akio 
Sy inthe boys 16-under; 
Chynna Mamawal and 
Sarah Jane Lim inthe 
giris 14-under; and 
Zhane Quitara and Chris- 
tine Patrimonio in the 
girls 16-under events 


Roligon puts 
up 6-cocker 


ROLIGON MEGA COCK- 
pit, boasting a seating 
capacity of 15,000, cele- 
brates its 16th year today 
by staging a super 6- 
cock derby wherea stag- 
gering prize of PA milion 
anda brand Toyota Inno- 
va are at stake. "With so 
much at stake, the par- 
ticipants are definitely 
fielding their best game- 
birds so aficionados can 
expect quality fights 
from start to finish,” said 
host Roligon Ligon. The 
first of 127 matches 
starts at2 pm. Entry fee 
is P11,000 to allow 
smalltime cockers to. 
participate. Last year, 
Wewe Burgos of Batan- 
gas, Teddy Macadagdag 
of Cavite and дейс Junio 
of Bulacan, ruled the 
384-entry Roligon An- 
niversary Derby. Forin- 
quires, please сай 851- 
2275, 833-1638 and 
852-9812. 


PCAP derby 
set Feb. б 


FIERCE COMPETITION 
is anticipated when the 
third leg ofthe Pinoy 
Cockers Association of 
the Philippines (PCAP) 5- 
(cock derby series un- 
folds on Feb. 6a the 
Макай Coliseum with B- 
Meg Derby Ace as spon- 
sor The combined entry. 
of Jet Fernando, Jingco 
Brothers, Madlambayan 
Brothers and Bobby 
Doro-mal (Jimafer Mag- 
Ic) emerged as solo 
‘champion in the second 
leg last Jan. 23. Mean- 
‘while, another 3-cock 
derby to be hosted by 
Capt. Leo Magpantay is 
slated at Макай Coise- 
um tomorrow. Entry fee 
is P4,400. Call 896 -3545 
and 895-6475. 


Fastest win 
Ulutan set 


NO LESS THAN 160 EN- 
tries are expected today 
when the Fastest Win. 
One-Cock Ulutan of An- 
tipolo Coliseum sizzles at 
Ват, Coliseum manag- 
'er TJ Marquez said regis- 
tration fee is P700. The 
guaranteed prize of 
P150,000 wil be dis- 
tributed to the winners 
regardless of the number 
of entries. The fastest win 
champion wil get 
P40,000 while P3,000 
‘and P2,000 awaits the 
champion handier and 
gatter. Antipolo Coliseum 
re-opened last Dec.  un- 
der new management 
headed by Т) Marquez, 
who also handles Texas 
Cockpit 


James keys Cavs’ 5th win in rovg 


Block, dunk at crunch time spike 44-point effort 


NEW YORK—LEBRON 
James scored 44 points to 
inspire the streaking Cleve- 
land Cavaliers to a come- 
from-behind 113-106 victo- 
ту over the Phoenix Suns 
113-106 at the Quicken 
Loans Arena on Sunday. 


Leading the comeback with 32 points in 
the second half, James added 11 rebounds 
and seven assists in a brilliant individual 
performance that helped the Cavaliers rally 
from a 60-51 deficit at the intermission to 
win a fifth straight game. 

James also added a stunning block in 


the fourth quarter that kept the Cavaliers 
ahead by two points, then followed that 
play with a slam dunk basket that deflated 
the Suns. 

“That play was the key.” James told re- 
porters ater the game. 

^L just wanted to make a play and take 
the life out of them a little it.” 

Sasha Pavlovic added 15 points for the 
Cavaliers, while Donyell Marshall added 
14 points and seven assists. 

Drew Gooden hauled down 10 re- 
bounds for the Cavs, who out-rebounded 
the Suns 50-31, and won despite allowing, 
the Suns to shoot 51 percent. 

‘Steve Nash led the Suns offense with 24 
points and six assists, while Shawn Marion 
had 22 points and seven rebounds. 

‚James Jones chipped in 20 points forthe 


‘Suns, who were out-scored 29-19 in the fi- 
nal quarter after carrying athree-point lead 
into the final 12 minutes. 

Cleveland (25-17) had lost six straight 
games before the current streak, but stil 
trail Detroit by 12 games in the Central Di- 
vision asthe 36-5 Pistons keep winning. 

Phoenix (28-16) los for the first time in 
three games on their six-game road rip, re- 
ducing the 5ле West Division lead over 
the Los Angeles Clippers to 1 % games. 

1а Houston, Dwyane Wade scored 32 
points while Shaquille O'Neal added 24 
points and had 14 rebounds to lead the Mi- 
ami Heat to a 10195 victory over the 
Rockets. 

Tracy McGrady scored 37 points and 
had 12 rebounds while Rafer Alston added 
26 points for the Rockets. 


In Auburn Hils, Rasheed Wallace scored 
24 points as the Detroit Pistons beat the Los 
Angeles Lakers 10293 for their 11th 
straight win. 

Richard Hamilton added 20 points for 
the Pistons, now an NBA best 37-5. 

Kobe Bryant scored 39 points and Chris 
Mihm added 16 points and bad 14 re- 
bounds for the Lakers. 

In other NBA games played Sunday, the 
‘Toronto Raptors edged the Sacramento 

124-123 in overtime at Toronto, the 
Philadelphia 76ers edged the Magic 89-81 
at Orlando and the Bucks beat the Boston 
Celtics 83-79 in Milwaukee. еше 


SOLAR Sports will air the San An- 
tonio-Utah game at 10 a.m. with are- 
playat9 p.m. 
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(CLEVELAND Cavaliers’ LeBron 
James (23) shakes off Phoenix 
‘Suns’ Boris Diaw during their 


NBA game on Sunday. 
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MELBOURNE—AUSTRALIAN OPEN SEMI- 
Finalist Kim Clijsters replaced Lindsay Daven- 
port atthe top of the Women's Tennis Associa- 
tion (WTA) world rankings on Monday. 

Belgian Clijsters returned to the number 
one position for the first time since 2003, one 
place above Australian Open champion 
Amelie Mauresmo with American Davenport 
slipping to third. 

‘The 26-year-old Frenchwoman rose one 
spot to second after ending her long wait for a 
first grand slam title by beating Belgian Jus- 
tine Henin-Hardenne in the final 

Henin-Hardenne, who pulled out of the fi 
nal in the second set due to stomach illness, 
moved up one place to fifth, while last year’s 
‘Australian Open champion Serena Williams 
dropped 24 places to 39th after losing in the 
third round in Melbourne. 


з TUESDAY, JANUARY 31,2006 ІД 


Clijsters eases out 
Davenport at No.1 


Former world number one Martina Hingis 
of Switzerland climbed 232 places to number. 
117 after reaching the quarter-finals in her 
first grand slam event since retiring though 
injury in 2002. Reuters 


Baghdatis hailed as hero 


NICOSIA—CYPRUS HAILED MARCOS BAGHDATIS 
AS a national hero on Sunday even though his 
‘odyssey down under ended in defeat. “He is stilla 
winner for Cyprus. We ай love him,” said Michalis 
Petrou, 34. “This is til a great day for Cyprus." The 
exploits of Baghdatis, from a vilage named Чану- 
tale’ had seized the imagination of tennis fans 
‘worldwide as he roared into the Australian Open final 
in Melbourne. World number one Roger Federer 
eventually proved too good for the unseeded Bagh- 
datis in Sunday's final but his defeat did nothing to 
dampen Cypriot pride. Reuters 


CHAMP: Arturo Gatti of Jersey City, №, 
celebrates his win over Thomas Damgaard 
of Denmark in their IBA welterweight 
championship fight at Atlantic City 
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, NJ}. 
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Southern golf 
titt for ladies 


TEENER MIA PICCIO 
takes a crack at the 
| Southern Ladies Open 
crown beginning Feb. 2 
at the Del Monte Golf 
Club in Manolo Fortich, 
|. Bukidnon. Picco, the 
49-year-old who fin- 
ished runner-up to Fi- 
Aussie Frances Bondad 
in ast years Philippine 
‘Amateurs in Bacolod, 
hopes to come out 
strong in the 43rd stag- 
ing of this annual tour- 
nament organized and 
conducted by the Na- 
tional Golf Association. 
of the Philippines 
(NGAP. But she will have 
her hands full against 
the likes of Lora Rober- 
to, Carmelette Villaro- 
man and fellow Bacolod 
native Anya Tanpinco, ай 
from Southwoods, who 
are expected to head the 
chase for the crown in 
the absence of Bondad 
and fancied players 
Jayvie Agojo and Debbie 
de Vila. Another player 
to watch is jungofer 
Crystal Superal. The 
three-day eventis spon- 
sored by Petron Corp., 
DHL Worldwide Ex- 
press/WWW Express, 
Gopez Corp. and Hans 
Bruhmann In. Jeweler, 
Contact NGAP at 525- 
6987 or 524-5160 or 
email at ngapgoli@hot- 
mail.com or visit 
wevcngap.net or Del 
Monte Golf Club at tele- 
ax (088) 855- 
5976/8101. 


Inner Wheel 
bowlfest on 


THE INNER WHEEL 
Clubs of the Phils Inc. 
(МСР) wil hold Its 9th 
inter-District Bowling 
Tournament today at the 
Rockwell Center in 
Makati City staring at 9 
am. according to tour- 
nament director and 
past district chair Baby 
Santos, Assisting San- 
tos are past president 
Sol Vasquez and Vangie 
Banzon. Inner Wheel, 
composed of wives of 
Rotarians, is holding the 
event to drum up their. 
forthcoming 40th Na- 
tional Conference set at 
the Manila Hotel on Feb. 
3, and 4. National Con- 
Terence chair and 2nd 
National vice president 
Vicky Magada along 
with National president 
Raquel Sta. Ines expect 
more than a thousand 
participants. Interna- 
tional champion bowler 
Liza del Rosario wil roll 
the ceremonial ball with 
president Sta. Ines and 
National Conference 
chair Magadia. 


Ecimistone 
rips record 


MELBOURNE, AUS- 
tralia—Australia's Jado 
Edmistone broke her 
‘own world record in 
the 80-meter breast- 
stroke Monday, finish- 
ing in 30.31 seconds in 
the heats on the open- 
ing day of the Aus- 
tralian championships, 
Edmistone shaved 

0.14 seconds off tha 
record she set in wine 
ning tha world champl 
onships in Montreal 
last year. AP 
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Cash-strapped PSC lays down new policies | Taekwondo jins kick off 
quaint довон | SKed with Petron-CP) tilt 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2006 


By Musong В. Castillo “The deadline for liquidation is set today. 


THENATIONAL SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS WERE 
briefed yesterday about new policies of the 
Philippine Sports Commission in the face of the. 
agency's stashed budget and the country’s prepa- 
rations forthe Asian Games in December. 
Foremost in the agenda during the meeting be- 
tween PSC chair William “Butch” Ramirez and 
the NSA heads and their representatives was the 
liquidation of cash advances made for the training 
of athletes for the recent Southeast Asian Games. 


PSC, health 
officials meet 
on EO 441 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


OFFICIALS OF THE PHILIPPINE SPORTS COM- 
mission and the Department of Health will meet 
today to discuss the salient aspects of Executive 
Order 441 which delegates major functions of 
the sports agency to the DOH. 

“We hope to finally resolve the issues because 
the PSC cant just relinquish its policy-making 
chores to the DOH,” said PSC executive director 
Guillermo Iroy “Instead of promotion (for help- 
ing win the overall title in the 23rd Southeast 
‘Asian Games), its as if we have been demoted.” 

"Though EO 441 only gives the health depart- 
‘ment full power over the health and finess of the 
national athletes—one of the major tasks of the 
PSC—Iroy explained that there is a danger the 
EO will put the PSC entirely under the DOH. 

Troy noted that the DOH has already created a 
monitoring group made up of DOH regional di- 
rectors which will review the PSC policies 

He said the DOH should concentrate its over- 
sight committee powers” on the more than 1,000 
national athletes and nothing more. 

He added that the DOH has been communicat- 
ing with them about its initial moves in line with 
the implementation of the EO that was signed by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo last July 27. 

The EO has already caused an uproar from the 
national sports associations, which relies on the 
PSC for funds to support their programs. 


22nd Mango Tee 
fires off today 


AMORE THAN 600 ENTRIES WILL COMPETE 
starting today in the 22nd Mango Tee of the 
Alabang Country Club. 

Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation and 
Smart Communications are the co-presentors of 
опе of the most popular member-guest touma- 
‘ments in the and. 

The five-day event, which also boasts ofa large 


Ramirez confirmed that some NSAs are having 
difficulty completing the requirements, having 
“inherited” the advances from past leaderships. 

In this case, the PSC head said subsequent ad- 
vances will now be "guaranteed by the (NSA) 
president and its secretary general who shall be 
[fointly held] liable for any unliquidated financial 
assistance” in the furure. 

Rates for the allowances and food subsidies of 
RP athletes and those in the training pool have al- 
so been released, and coaches will now be re- 


F 
Erna 


ARWIND Santos of Magnolia jams one in for Magnolia in the 


semifinals against Granny Goose. 


The PSC also said that many coaches will soon 


be dropped from its payroll | 


“Those who won SEAG gold medals last month 


wil be entitled to P8,000 monthly allowance and | 


P350 daily food subsidy if the athlete is quartered 
in any of the government's sports facilities. 
Athletes who are not quartered in either the Ul- 
tra or the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex will be 
given a P100 daily food subsidy. 
Sliver and bronze medalists will be given 
P4000 a month, plus the same perks for food. 


THE PHILIPPINE TAEKWONDO several international championships, 
Association kicks off its schedule of including the Asian Games in Qatar. 
tournaments with the Petron Carlos 
Palanca Jr. championships on Feb. 5 Sung Chon Hong expects about 500 
at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
РТА president Robert N. Aventa- tionwide, including the Armed 
jado said the tourney will determine Forces, to vie for honors. 
the RP team members for 2006. 
The winners will undergo rigor- 
| ous training for participation in the Accel will be held in eight divisions. 


Organizing committee chair 
Jins from schools and chapters na- 


Competition in the event sup- 
ported by Petron, the PSC, Milo and 


r PBL Heroes 
Cup clash too 
tough to call 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HOW DO YOU STOP A TEAM STACKED WITH 


talent? 


Thats the dilemma both Rain or Shine and 
Magnolia Ice Cream will face when they dispute 
the PBL Heroes Cup crown on Thursday. 

Both squads boast four players solidly in the 
hunt for the Most Valuable Player award. 

Jojo Tangkay the MVP frontrunner with a 
league-best (16.45 ppg), has been making things 
happen for the Elasto Painters, along with block- 
shot leader Jay-R Reyes (2.1 bpg). 

Arwind Santos and Kelly Williams, mean- 
while, have been piling up double-double perfor- 


mances for the Wizards. 


‘Yet the threat doesn't stop with the teams’ star 


vide consistent plays, the Wizards too have Kim 
Valenzuela and Jeff Chan to tum to at crunch time. 

Moreover, there's no lack of young guns ready 
tostep up for the two finalists. 

When an injury sidelined Tangkay in the 
Painters’ last semifinal match versus Granny 
Goose, the Painters collegiate standouts provided 
the numbers through Junjun Cabatu of La Salle, 
Ronjay Enrile of Letran, Erwin Sta. Maria of Ma- 
pua and Jay Sagad of St. Benilde. 

‘But the Wizards also have the core roster of the 
Far Eastern U Tamaraws, the 2005 UAAP cham- 
pions, led by Santos, RJ Rizada and Mark sip. 

Both marched on to the championship round 
after posting semifinal sweeps. 

"The Painters slipped past Harbour Centre, 69- 


duos. The Painters and the Wizards are also 69-59 Game 2 victory. 


banking on experience and depth on all fronts. 
While the Painters have veterans Eugene Tan, 
‘moresems Gilbert Malabanan and Marvin Ortiguerra to pro- 


Que earns P715,000 in Qatar golf 


DOHA—ANGELO QUE CLOSED OUT WITH A 
73 for an even par 288 total that earned him 
$13,600 in the Commercialbank Qatar Masters 
won by Sweden's Henrik Stenson by three 
strokes Sunday. 

Que, winner of the Asian Tour's 2004 Vietnam 
leg, finished in a six-way tie for 37th place after 
earlier rounds of 71-72-72. He vaulted to 17th in. 
the money list with total earnings of $14,540. 


field, missed the cut with rounds of 74-74. He is 
23rd in the money rankings with $8,280. 
‘Stenson overcame swirling winds at the Doha 
Golf Club to shoot a four-under-par 68 and beat 
playing partner Paul Broadhurst of England, who 
signed off with a 70, in the $2 million event co- 
sanctioned by the Asian Tour and European Tour 
In aiming a third European victory with a 15- 
under-par 273 aggregate, Stenson laid the ghost 


the post by Emie Els, who finished tied for 13th 
this time, a massive 10 shots back, after a 72. 

Asia's best performer was Thailand's Tham- 
manoon Srirot, who claimed a share of 15th place 
at 284 after а 73. World No. 2 Vijay Singh 
wrapped up his week with a 69 for 24th, tied with 
among others, Asian No. 1 Thawom Wiratchant 
of Thailand (73), compatriot Thongchai Jaidee 
(74) and India's Jeev Milkha Singh (73). 


67, in Game 1, then wrapped up the series with a 


‘The Wizards edged Granny Goose in the open- 
ег with a 98-97 double overtime triumph, then 
‘won, 92-86, in another double-overtime win. 


nue Rule and major sponsors, officially Frankie Miñoza, the only Filipino player inthe 02005 1o rest. Ten months ago, he was pipped at 
started with the ceremonial tee-off yesterday 
with former President Fidel V Ramos as guest. 

А sponsors night was also held in the evening 
which also served as a welcome party for the 
paricipants. 

Mitsubishi Motors and Citimotors Inc. have 
signed up to provide the tournaments hole-in- 
опе prizes. Aside from the wide array of give- 
aways and raffle prizes, acemakers have a chance 
to drive home the latest Mitsubishi vehicles 

"The major sponsors are Pacsport Philippines, 
Pacific Spons Network/Taylormade Adidas, 
Landco Pacific Corporation, Golforce, Inc, 
Makati Skyline, Philippine Airlines, Srixon Golf 
and Sharp Philippines. 


‘Stenson won $333,330. Asian Tour News. QUE: Ties for 37th 


Just a thought: What if Pacquiao retires? 


АТ 30 YEARS OLD, TIGER WOODS = EX Although he knocked Erik Moralesout amy person on Earth. Doctors say the 

has won 47 PGA titles already. ЅРЕСТАТОК Be; in the 10th, Pacquiao would be a hyp- brain gets shaken with each shot inflicted 

You know Tiger Woods, right? oce if he says he wasnt hurt by on the head, face. Parkinson's is that de- 
al 


If you dont, you might as well don't Morales own shots to his face. bilitating disease that slows down the mo- 
know Manny Pacquiao, either. X Surehewashur, too, surehesuffered, tor of our brain, Thus, Ali, 67, now moves 
Anyway, Tiger Woods is the world’s = тоо, since Morales is also known as one of in slo-mo, his speech as slurred as one un- 
No. 1 golfer today Just yesterday hewon AZ 5: Mendoza & 4 the hardest punchers in the game. Only  dergoing speech therapy after a stroke. 
the Buick Open—his fourth Buick crown 14 of his 48 previous victims went the 1 don't know if this would be correct 
since 2001 distance. but I'l say it just the same: What if Pac- 
This guy, he seems to win the bigones par 3, 16th—also after a missed green. IF Pacquiao would say otherwise, hed ао retires now? 
most of the time, if not all of the time. Tiger Woods was in regulation both be lying the way Morales lied when the То begin with, hes got a lot of money 
‘Since he tumed pro in 1996, all Tiger times Mexican said he wasn't hurt the firsttime пом Look, if the computations are right 
‘Woods seems to love doing is win golf To others, they win some, they lose they met and wona 12-rounddecision. —he earned no less than P300 million in 
tournaments, Not a bad habit. You play some. To Tiger Woods, he wins mostly all in 46 fights, Pacquiao has had his own his Jan. 22 fight against Morales—what 
and have fun, yet you take home money (ейте. dose of hits in his own head. He'd had 22 is there to fight for? 
bigenough tomakethe istofthe wealth- Ви while Tiger Woods stashed away punchvladen rounds against Morales. Give me P4 milion and II go home to 
iest in Forbes Magazine. the top prize, Olazabal’s share of the run- Surely hes had his own share of shots Mangatarem, buy me a hectare of rice 
Easily yesterday, Tiger Woods pocket- ner-up purse wasn't as bad since tran in- thrown his way. field, de-weed my caturays and malung- 
ей close to a million dollars. to hundreds of thousands of dollars, too. That's why I pray Pacquiao won't go gays in the morning, nurse a cold beer in 
Не made a two-putt birdie on the fin- Same with Green, who made his second the way of Muhammad Ali, who also the gathering shadows while 1 listen to 
ishing раг hole to forge a playoff with Top 5 finish in only two PGA touma- banked quite a fortune as a world heavy- the birds by the swaying cogon and mur- 
Jose Maria Olazabal and Nathan Green. ments as a rookie. ‘weight boxing champion, but would piti- muring brooks. 
‘Next he did par-par on 18 and 16 in Indeed, the beauty of golf is, you are fully be reduced into a virtual vegetable _ Ah, but some people would just not 
the sudden death to win, seemingly, with enjoying it and at the same time winning after contracting Parkinson's, the disease хор, couldn't stop, refuse to stop 
nary a sweat. the big bucks. that mostly afflicts boxers due to constant Just like grandmasters, only weavers 
Green lost because he bogeyed 18 а. Not so in boxing. head bombardment atop the ring—not to of words know when to resign. 
ter a missed green. Manny Pacquiao has to go through include sparring sessions. 906 
‘Olazabal lost because he bogeyed the Calvary after Calvary to eam his millions. Boxers absorb the most head hits һап Comments to menju@pldtdsl.net 
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WALTER Pazon (in red Honda hatchback, left) rallies to beat Sheldon Chua to snatch the Quick 8 title at the BRC. 


Blanche bets rule 3rd leg of drag racing 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—WALTER PAZON Cordero, in another Honda, won the res, who is also backed by Jack Daniels 
‘and Leo Joel Cordero ruled their respec- Pro dass with a time of 13.279, also Noone, though, surpassed De Torres 
tive classes for Blanche Racing recently denying Chua the title. record time of 11.912 seconds. 
in the third leg of the 2005 Red Horse- The expected duel between Blanche Sixty drivers competed in the event 
PCSO National Drag Racing Champi- Racing and Group N-Matonctics did not held in cooperation with the Automobile 
onship Seriesat the BRC Drag Suiphere. materialize after Group N top driver Association of the Philippines and spon 
"The 27-year-old Pazon clocked Sonny de Torres damaged hisclutch, sored by Red Horse, PCSO, Petron and 
12.289 seconds in his Honda Hatchback “We're looking forward to making it Sparco and supported by Pilipinas Shell 
10 top the Quick 8 division over team- third in a row, and we even bought this Denso Spark Plugs, Casino Filipino, GV 
mate Sheldon Chua (12.890). new clutch worth P30,000," said De'Tor- 99.9 FM and DaBest98.5 FM. 


CE DEN (EXE) mas 


Lol C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone 
ot E98 innovative St, Sule Bay Industrial Park, Phasel Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Philippines 2222 
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Classics on cable 


‘Badjao’ makes debut on Cinema One 


Editor Emmie б. Velarde 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. “Badjao” went on to sweep the 1957 Southeast 
‘Asia Film Festival held in Tokyo, winning Best Di- 
“IT WAS SHOT IN SUBIC,” RECALLED ROSA rector, Story Editing and Cinematography. 

Rosal, lead actress of the LVN classic, “Bad- “How I wish today’s filmmakers would make 
jao.” "Director Lamberto Avellana floated vin- more movies like Badjao' and Biyaya ng Lupa’ 
tas and built houses on stilts in Zambales to 


make it look like Mindanao.” classics) Azz 


visits Indonesia, 
where he’s a star 


CHRISTIAN BAUTISTA IS OFF TODAY 
for a week-long visit to Indonesia, where 
he is a big star 

Indonesia's largest TV station, RCTI, 
їп cooperation with Warner Music In- 
donesia, is producing a big TV special 
starring Christian and top local compos- 
er/musical director and conductor Andi 
Riyanto. Christian will be backed up by a 
40-piece orchestra. 

This is the first time that a Filipino 
performer will have his own TV special 
in said country. 

Christian will also conduct a radio 
promo tour for Prambors radio station 
and shoot two music videos. Print publi- 
cations Kompas, Femina, Gadis Nova 
and Jakarta Post have scheduled inter- 
views with the Filipino singer. He is also 
scheduled for guestings in several MTV 
Indonesia shows. 


Exceptional 
H’wood films 
coming up 


THIS 18 A GOOD TIME TO WATCH MOVIES. 
topping our list of should-sees is "Proof," star- 
ring Gwyneth Paltrow as an enigmatic young 
woman who grew up following in the foot- 
steps of her brilliant but unstable father, a 
‘mathematical genius (Anthony Hopkin: 

On the eve of her 27th birthday, her world 
turned upside down by the arrival of her es- 
tranged sister (Claire 
Danes), and the atten: ——— Fd б 
tions of her father’s for- а 


merstudent (Jake Су. VIEWFINDER "every week for 10 weeks 


enhaal) MN 


Plus Nokia phones; 


which is 
based on David 

Auburn's award-win- 

ning play, makes for 

compelling viewing be- 

cause it tells the psy- 

chologically complex FA if 
story of a woman Nestor U. Torr 
fees fer an re тота. 
past and the shadow 

fast over her own future. 

It explores the link between genius and mad- 
ness, father-daughter relationships, and the na- 
ture of truth and family 

А couple of years ago, the play was staged in 
Manila, with Lea Salonga solidly portraying its 
female lead c twas an unsatisfying 
viewing experience, so were looking forward to 
watching John Madden's film when it opens in 
town next month, to finally appreciate what the 
provocative psychological drama is really about. 

Tor its рап, "Walk the Line," the film on the 
youthful years of Johnny Cash and June 
Carter, has acquired greater cache after stars 
Joaquin Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon 
Topped top acting honors at the recent Golden 
Globe awards for their exceptional portrayals. 

The story begins in Depression-era Arkansas, 
moves through Cash's wild tours with rock pio- 
neers ike Elvis Presley and Jermy Lee Lewis, 
and culminates in his unforgettable 1968 con- 


an Intel Pentium D РС!) 


=; “Register now апа 
make that PERFECT HIT in 
Asia's hottest fantasy online gamel 


сеп at Folsam Prison, 

Also eminently viewable is "Syrianna," a po- 
litical thriller starring George Clooney as an 
embattled CIA agent and Matt Damon as a 
family man caught up ina political conspiracy. 

Directed by Stephen Gaghan ("Traffic") and 
inspired by "Sce No Evil" the book written by 
CIA operative Robert Baer, “Syrianna” has mul- 
tiple storylines that unfold against the intrigue 
and corruption of the global ой industry: 
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Emergency Numbers 
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ato 
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юлын of location: Makati, Manila, Pasay, San Juan ete, 
ELUK4 EMERGENCY FIRE, МАКАТ! 
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which showcased Filipino culture," Rosal told In- 
Quer Entertainment in an interview last year. 
"We need to make younger generations aware of. 
‘our rich and proud heritage." 

Hopefully, Rosai will get her wish to reach a 
wider, more youthful audience when “Badjao” 
makes йз cable premiere on Cinema One, on Feb. 
19 at 8 pan. on the channels "Sunday Cine Pre- 
miere” slot. 

“Badjao” is only the third vintage film to debut 
оп the channel, following another Rosel-starres, 
“Biyaya ng Lupe,” which was premiered last 
November, and the Charito Solis tearjerker “Mal- 
varosa” this month. 

DIN formally tumed over 102 of its tides —in- 
duding other cinematic gems "Anak Dalita,” 

“Kundiman ng Lah?” and "ong Adama'—to 
Cinema One in November 2005. 

Since the IVN collection is now stored in the 
state-ofthe-art ABS-CBN Archives, the network 
will have “cable and 
online rights” to these 


timents, Cinema One also expressed the hope 
that the cable airing of “Badjao” would "attract 
mature viewers and reintroduce the film to a 
younger demographic.” 

Also starring in “Badjao” are acting luminaries 
Tony Santos Sr, Vic Silayan, Leroy Salvador and 
Joseph de Cordova. 

Rosal couldn't help waxing nostalgic every 
time “Badjao” was mentioned. "My producer 
Manny de Leon didnt want to give me the role 
because it was unglamorous,” she recounted, 

The fairskinned Filipino Egyptian-French 
mestiza wasn't right for the part, the producer ex- 
plained 

“Sol puton dark makeup to look convincing as 
a Tausug,” Rosal said. 

Moreover, she had a child birth scene in the 
movie. 

“Even if T-was still single then,” she added, 
laughing. “Dalagang dalaga ako noon!” 


classics for the next 25 


MINDANAO in “Badjao,” starring Tony Santos Sr. and Rosa Rosal, Жылай 


маз actually Subic in Zambales. 
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Oscar announcements 
LOS ANGELES—Academy Award-winning 
US actress Mira Sorvino will help announce 
the nominees for the 
2006 Oscars tomor- 
row (Manila time). 
The 38-year-old 
Ý star, who won her stat- 
uette for her support- 
ing role in Woody 
Alles 1995 film 
4 "Mighty Aphrodite," 
MIS will join Academy of 
| Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences Presi- 
dent Sid Ganis at the 
unveiling. 

The pair will read out the names of the 
nominees in 10 of the 24 Oscar categories, 
which will be broadcast across the globe. The 
other categories will be unveiled on paper im- 
mediately after the ceremony. 

The gay cowboy drama "Brokeback Moun- 
tain" is seen as the firm favorite in this year's 
Oscar race after it dominated nominations 
and prizes in other key Hollywood awards 
shows. AFP 


Angelina ‘ashamed’ 

DAVOS, SWITZERLAND—Holiywood ac- 
tress and campaigner Angelina Jolie said Fri- 
day she was .. 

“ashamed” that the 
United States still had 
not signed a UN char- 
ter on protecting chil- 


SORVINO 
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World Economic Fo- 

rum in Davos, Switzer- 

land, Jolie—a UN № 

goodwill ambas- 

sador—said a lot yi 

things about her coun- jour 

tryhad shocked her over the past few years. 

“I am absolutely ashamed Washington has 
not formally ratified the 1989 UN Convention 
оп the Rights of the Child,” she said. “Being 
an American I think its horrible. I think 
Congress should ratify that. If we really care 
about that how dare we not ratify it?" 

‘The United States signed the convention in 
1995, but apart from Somalia, is the only 
country not yet to have ratified the treaty. 

AFP 


Phoenix unhurt 

LOS ANGELES—Actor Joaquin Phoenix, 
who stars in the Oscar-hopeful movie “Walk 
the Line," escaped un- 
hurt from a dramatic 
accident in which his 
car overturned and 
collided with another 
vehicle, police said, 

The 31-year-old, 
who won the Golden 
Globe for Best Actor in 
а Musical for his role 
as Johnny Cash їп 
"Walk the Line,” told 
officers the crash on 
Thursday ^ occurred 
when his brakes failed on a winding road in 
the Hollywood hills. 

Phoenix and the other motorist, who also 
was unhurt, exchanged insurance informa- 
tion before leaving the scene of the crash, said 
Officer Kristi Sandoval of the Los Angeles Po- 
lice Department. AFP 


Robin as Roosevelt 
LOS ANGELES—Oscar-winning US actor 
Robin Williams has signed on to play former 
Us President 
Theodore Roosevelt in 
а new comedy along 
with "Meet the Fock- 
ers” star Ben Stiller, 
the industry media 
said Friday. 
"Night at the Muse- 
um" will focus on a 
night watchman at a 
New York natural his- 
tory museum, played 
WILLIAMS by Stiller, who discov- 
ers that an exhibit featuring the late US leader 
comes alive after dark, the Hollywood Re- 
porter said. 
eran Hollywood star Mickey Rooney 
and "Mary Poppins" actor Dick Van Dyke will 
also join Williams and Stiller in the cast of the 
20th Century Fox film that will begin shooting 
next month in Canada. 
The movie will be directed by Shawn Levy. 
AFP 


PHOENIX 


Diether on time 

ACTOR Diether Ocampo led the recent 
launch of Pizza Hut's new promo, “Hot and 
On-Time Guaranteed or Your Next Pizza is 
Free." The launch kicked off with a motor- 
cade in Rizal Park, which Diether joined, 
along with 2004 Bb. Pilipinas winners Carla 
Balingit, left, and Mafae Unon. 
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1 REMEMBER ENJOYING THE GIGS OF 
MXM.P (Maké Your Momma Proud) at Aru- 
ba, when they were still newcomers. 

Now, the acoustic duo (Juris Fernandez 
and Chin Aleantara) has joined the big 
league and is set to reconquer Araneta Colise- 
um on Feb. 3 with “MYMP... Best (The Re- 
реа)" 

Don't they feel pressured, since they once 
filled up the Big Dome? 

Chin shrugs and says, "We love what we 
do. It doesn't matter how many people are in 
the venue. We always give our all.” 

Their covers usually sound better than the. 
originals, but what songs can't they sing? 

Juris admits that, since she’s по belter, she 
avoids showstopper "she says, 
"Don't Wanna Miss a Thing. And, no offense 
to Abba fans, I will never sing ‘Chiquitita.” 

What's their tip to aspiring bands? Chin 
says: “Don’t sing for money or fame. You'l 
end up disappointed. Just enjoy what you're 
doing.” 

‘An intriguing segment in their forthcoming 
concert is a Madonna medley complete with 
choreography. 

Thear that Kris Aquino has grown so fond 
of the duo's music, she reportedly commis- 
sioned a couturier to make а gown for Jui 
for the concert, 

МҮМ? will em- 
bark on a six-city US 
tournext month. 

Megastar Sharon 
Cuneta would have 
shed mega-inches by 
the time her “My 
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Idon't 
believe the 
rumors 
about Pops 
and her 
mother 


ers’ secrets 


ing one of Mark's shows. 


Etcetera 

‘The “Asianovela diva," Faith Cuneta will 
have a pre-Valentine concert, "Jewel in the 
Metro," on Feb. 2 at Metro Bar. Guests are 
Pinoy Big Brother housemate Franzen Fajar- 
do and reporters Rey Pumaloy and Richard 
Pinlac. On V Day, she will have a big one at 
the Aliw Theater, "In Fairness ... My Valentine 
Show'—with Rufa Mae Quinto, Randy San- 
tiago and other surprise guests. Call 891- 
9999. 

"Strategies to succeed need proper imple- 
mentation.” That's the mantra of Scribble 
Works Inc, a boutique advertising agency 

t aims to bring "concept TV" to another 

el. It was behind innovative shows like “Is- 

ors" “Tahanang Pinoy" "Men's 
"Lock & Load" and "Shootfest.” 

Apart from TV shows, it also produces TV 
commercials and implements nationwide be- 
low-the-line activities and graphic design as- 
signments. lts a certified one-stop shop for 
full creative and production services. Visit its 
website at www.scribbleworks.com.ph. 
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dures.” She'd rather 
not divulge the de- 
tails, though. 

1 don't believe ru- 
mors that Pops Fer- 
nandez had a falling 
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out with mom Dulce 
Lucban. She suppos- 
edly dropped her 
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mom as manager and 
is now being handled 
by Arnold Vegafria. 

1 know Pops and 
her mom quite well. 
Money will never Бе 
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an issue between 
them. As Pipay once 
told me: "Sa amin ni 
Mommy and her DSL 
Productions, walang 
kuwentahan.” 

1 also recall what 
Tita Dulce once told 
me, ‘I've -stopped 
waiting for romance. 
Tm devoting my life 
tomy children.” 


For ticket inquiries, please 
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Bravo Jed! 

Jed Madela re- 
ceived several stand- 
ing ovations during 
his packed concert at 
Music Museum last 
Friday. When he sang 
“Hanggang,” his eyes 
were fixed оп 
Rachelle Ann Go. 

After the show, she 
went backstage to 
congratulate Jed. He 
wanted to invite her 
to a midnight snack 
but she had an early 
flight to Cebu the 
next day. Jed instead 
asked his Cebu-based 
cousins to deliver а 
bouquet of flowers to 
Rachelle during one 
of her mall shows in 
the province. 

What else does Jed 
have to do for 
Rachelle Ann to say 
"Isa GO?" 

Speaking of 
Rachelle Ann, her 
rumored-suitor, 
Christian Battista, 
was reportedly spot- 
ted being extra chum- 
my with a foreign 
looking guy. 

Was the singer just 
giving the guest a 
taste of Pinoy hospi- 
tality? 

While we're on the 
subject, who is Vie in 
Mark Bautista's life? 
Despite Mark's hectic 
schedule, he drops 
everything whenever 
Vie is in town. Wipe 
away that malicious 
grin, Vie is a US- 
based producer and а 
big fan of Mark's. Не 
started — producing 
concerts after watch- 
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"We hear that Judy Ann Santos, Piolo Pascual, Bula Valdez, Edgar Mor- 
tiz, Cherrie Pie Picache and Jean Garcia are only some of the actors who 
spend time in a charming litte spa hidden in the hills of Tagaytay City. 


Erelusive 
SCREENING 
Robinsons Movieworld 


GALLERI 
FEBRUARY 01. 


4 “~~ EVOLVE OR DIE 
EU: | 


"EU 
CHOP TH. 


JIGSAW IS BUR 
TO DISH OUT MORE TERROR. 


THE FIRST REAL SCARE FOR ‘06 
STARTS TOMORROW 
wa 


4 56 movietime. 

EER eee 
_ Catch tho funnest award-winning dgl fim at SM Cinema! 

Follow the misadventures of two small-time criminals 

ips they try to move into the big maj 
FÜ” вез Soreenplay ^ — Y 
Se Sound Design & on 

enemy Mi 
dependen Hm Fost 
Directed by Мало Comejo 
Witen by Maro Cornejo and Monster Jimenez 

J| Produced by Monster Jimenez «An Artaefims Productions 


SA LAHAT NG GUSTONG SUMIKAT, 
ЗАНАТ NG GUSTONG YUMAMAN. 
RANT NG GUSTONG MAGING 


тек 


movietime 


"PREMIERE 


BAMBOO 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


£j 


“APO 
ZERPERIENCE 


FEBRUARY 24, 2008 FEBRUARY 25, 2008 
FRIDAY: 8:30 РМ SATURDAY: 8:30 PM 
SM MEGAMALL CINEMA3_SMMEGAMALL CINEMA 3 


“THE BATTLE” MEMORABILIA 
Available at SM Cinema Snackbars! Grab them NOW! 


The Battle 
T-shirt P250.00 


Pacquiao 
CD P199.00 


тик PODIUM (3. 


CHRONICLES or NARNIA 
ЕСА 
ZATHURA 


METRO MANILA 
SM CITY FAIRVIEW 
11 BIG TIME 


BLUE MOON 
KING KONG 
NARNIA 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
+ FUN WITH DICK AND JANE] 
1 UNDERWORLD 2 
ZATHURA 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
il; THE MAID 
RUMOR HAS IT 
: WHO'S YOUR DADDY 
SM CITY SOUTHMALL 
1ÍFUN WITH DICK AND ЈАМЕ 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US. 
ZATHURA 
UNDERWORLD 2 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
3i NARNIA 
HALF LIGHT 
THE MAID 
BIG TIME 
1 RESERVED 
SM SUPEBCENTER SUCAT 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2] 
UNDERWORLD 2 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
ZATHURA 


ZATHURA 
TL: UNDERWORLD 2 
| DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
BIG TIME 
NARNIA 
f ТНЕ MAID 


) BIG TIME 
J KING KONG 

4 ZATHURA 

SI HALF LIGHT 

d: CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
J WHO'S YOUR DADDY 

1, RUMOR HAS IT 

4 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
I UNDERWORLD 2 
INTHE MAID 

IE NARNIA 


SM CITY STA. MESA 
1jUNDERWORLD 2 
) FUN WITH DICK AND ЈАМЕ) 
jjDON'T GIVE UP ON US 
4 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2] 
5. ZATHURA 
(RUMOR HAS IT 
7 NARNIA 
4 BIG TIME 
g HALF LIGHT 
{THE MAID 


SM CITY BICUTAN 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANI 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2| 
3i ZATHURA 
UNDERWORLD 2 
SM SUPERCENTER VALENZUELA 
1 FUN WITH DICK AND JAN 
1] UNDERWORLD 2 
J; ZATHURA 
1! CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2] 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANI 
‘SM CITY MANILA 
BIG TIME 
RUMOR HAS IT 
NARNIA 
UNDERWORLD 2 
ZATHURA 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE} 
LITTLE MANHATTAN 
WHO'S YOUR DADDY 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
THE MAID 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2| 
i; HALF LIGHT 


‘SM CITY SAN LAZARO 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


ZATHURA 
UNDERWORLD 2 

THE MAID 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


SA CITY PAPANGA 
ZATHURA 
NARNIA 
BIG TIME 
ST. ANGE 
Ў FUN WITH DICK AND ЈАМЕ 
2 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
‘SM CITE BAGUIO 
ZATHURA 
FAMILY STONE 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
NARNIA 


SM SUPERCENTER MOLINO 
NARNIA 
‘ZATHURA 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


‘SMCITYBAGOOR 
1! CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 


THE MAID 
ZATHURA 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
UNDERWORLD 2 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
1 KING KONG 
Í NARNIA 
SM CITY MARILAO 
ZATHURA 
NARNIA 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
Í CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2| 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
DONT GIVE UP ON US 
ZATHURA 


‘SM CITHLUCENA 
NARNIA 


Í THE FOG 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


SM CITY BATANGAS 
ZATHURA 


DONT GIVE UP ON US 
NARNIA 
THE FOG 


SM CITY CEBU 
1i NARNIA 


1: UNDERWORLD 2 
ZATHURA 
FAMILY STONE 
BIG TIME 

+ EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE 
DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
THE MAN 


SM CITY OO. 
1i BEAUTIFUL BOXER 


| RESERVED 
NARNIA 
ZATHURA 
Í DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
i | EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE 
| RESERVED 
FAMILY STONE 


ЕИ 
ZATHURA 


THE MAN 
FAMILY STONE 
EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE 
| BIG TIME 


NARNIA 

EIN HER SHOES 
ZATHURA 

AN UNFINISHED LIFE 


MAUNA МА! SPECIAL ADVANCE SHOWINGS TODAY! 
REGULAR RUN BEGINS FEB 8 


m М лае IN ЕТИМ йн ата тала MT 
ГИНИ CN ГИ A "BEI d HV JN AE 
Ms x ROLLS nr ЭШ SUR D 


Distributed by [COLUMBIA PICTURES 


OPENS TOMORROW 


ҮНӨ > n-:3 | STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS AND UP 


Saw It 


Coming. 


"OW 
ЖА том 
VINENSSEL 


DERAILED 


v á ИШЕЛЕП: cn 
drm Wi 
muU 


MAS suu cum 
Si a 


N 


Aug 
nn ten T 
iti A 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures| 


s PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER + 


КУЙ ENTERTAINMENT 


TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 31, 2006 


Exceptional 
H'wood ... 


From page A2-1 

"Memoirs of a Geisha” is a sweeping romance 
directed by Rob Marshall, produced by Steven 
Spielberg, and featuring an international cast 
led by Zhang Ziyi, Michelle Yeoh, Ken Watan- 
abe and Gong Li. 

"The film version of Arthur Gulden's novel 
begins its story in 1929, near the end of the 
geisha's golden era in Japan. 

"Told as a fable about a disappearing world, 
the film introduces viewers to Sayuri (Zhang). 
As she enters the geisha's hidden world, she is 
taught that she is not free to love, or to pursue 
her own destiny. 

Yet Sayuri cannot forget a moment of unex- 
pected kindness she experienced at an early 
аре, and this sustains her for years—until an ac- 
cidental meeting changes the course of her ex- 
tremely regimented life, and results in her even- 
tual triumph. 


“Once on This Island" 
SILANG’ production of "Once on This Island" 
will have a repeat run at the RCBC Theater on 
Feb. 3, 4 and 5. Call 819-0458 or 891-9999. Bi- 
tuin ‘Escalante, Jett Pangan, Menchu- 
Lauchengco-Yulo and Michael Williams once 
more lend their exceptional voices to the time- 
less love story of Ti Moune (Raki Vega) and 
Daniel (Gian Magdangal). 

Direction is by Bert Guingona, choreography 
by Denisa Reyes, production design by Gino 
Gonzales, and lights by John Batalla. 


MYMP 

АТВ p.m. on Feb. 3, MYM.P will restage its suc- 
cessful concert at the Araneta Coliseum, with 
special guests Top Suzara, Barbie Almalbis, 
and band vocalists Ebe of Sugarfree, Ney of Six- 
Cycle Mind and Lougee of Mojofly. Call 911- 
5555. 


“Everything Is Illuminated’ 

AFTER “THE Lord of the Rings,” Elijah Wood 
stars in “Everything is Illuminated." He plays a 
young man who travels to the Ukraine to find 
the women who saved his grandfather's Ше dur- 
ing the Holocaust. 

"The film marks the directorial debut of actor 
Liev Schreiber ("The Manchurian Candidate,” 
"The Sum of All Fears”) 

Wood shares that he felt a particularly per- 
sonal connection with his character in his new 
movie, because he has relatives in Eastern Eu- 
торе, and he too is in the process of searching 
for his roots. 

‘That psychic connection prompted him to 
agree to act in "Illuminated," over the many 
scripts sent to him for his perusal and approval. 


Special treats on Hallmark 
‘SHOULD-SEE programs on the Hallmark Chan- 
nel include (all shows at 10:35 p.m.): "McLeod's 
Daughters" on Monday, "Family Law” on Tues- 
day, "Sue Thomas: ЕВ. Eye” on Wednesday, 
‘Judging Amy" on Thursday, "Doc Martin” on 
Friday. 

Other popular shows: "The Nanny" M-F at 2 
and 6:30 рл “Bewitched,” M-F at 2:30 and 6 
рл; and “Who's the Boss?" M-F at 5:30 p.m. 

Last Jan. 22 at 9 pım., Hallmark premiered 
“Hercules,” a four-hour epic about the leg- 
endary Greek deity starring Paul Telfer, Elioza- 
beth Perkins, Timothy Dalton and LeeleeSo- 
biestd. 
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Gov't rejects bids for 91-day T-bills 


Foils banks’ attempt to push rates higher 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


jr 52,25 = $ 
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Shares continue to rise 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.47 PERCENT 
higher yesterday for the fifth straight ses- 
sion of gains, boosted by the release of bet- 
ter than expected 2005 economic growth 
data, dealers said. 

They said investors continued to accu- 
mulate stocks ot companies that were likely 
to post strong 2005 earnings when the re- 
porting season begins next month. 

The composite index added 10.02 points 
102,131.91, after trading between 2,118.48 
and 2,136.46. Volume was 3.04 billion 


shares worth 1.28 billion. AFP 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT REJECTED ALL BIDS FOR THE 91-DAY 
treasury bills for the second consecutive auction yesterday after the 
market again tried pushing the benchmark rate higher. - 


Had the Treasury accepted the bids, the 
yield of the 91-day paper could have risen 
by 45.5 basis points to 5.318 percent from 
4.863 percent two weeks ago. (One per- 
centage point is equivalent to 100 basis 
points.) 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz told re- 
porters that it was unreasonable to accept the 
rates being sought by the banks because these 
were higher than those prevailing in the sec- 
ondary market. 

“If they (banks) were trading at those lev- 
els (in the secondary market), then 1 could 
have accepted the bids,” Cruz said in a brief- 


ing after yesterday's auction. He added that 
rates for the 91-day bills were moving side- 
ways by about 5 to 10 basis points downward 
in the secondary market. Е 

‘Tenders for the three-month government 
securities reached P1.82 billion, higher than 
the government's offering of P1 billion but 
much lower than the demand for other gov- 
еттеп securities. 

The Treasury accepted more bids for the. 
182-day bills than what was programmed to 
partly compensate for the rejection of bids 
for the 91-day bills. The auction committee 
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Makati office space vacancy down to 4.9% 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


REAL-ESTATE ADVISORY FIRM CB RICHARD 
Ellis Philippines is upbeat on the prospects for 
the Philippine property sector this year, not- 
ing that vacancy rates will continue to drop 
and that banks are ready to unload more ac- 
quired assets should a law granting tax perks 
to such activities be extended. 

In a briefing yesterday, CBRE Philippines 
director for corporate services Jose Radovan 
Ш said vacancy levels in Makati office spaces 


fell to 4.9 percent at the end of the fourth 
quarter as multinational companies contin- 
ved to outsource their call center and other 
back office functions to the Philippines. 

Vacancy rates may continue to shrink this 
year, its second consecutive year of continued 
decline since the third quarter of 2004, he said. 

CBRE Philippines chair Fredrick Santos 
said he Philippines continued to lure call cen- 
ter firms since И has one of the cheapest rental 
rates in Asia. 


leasing rates at the Makati Central Business 
District was at $11 а square meter or an aver- 
age of P575/sq.m. compared with $69 in 
Hong Kong, $30 in Shanghai, $37 in Singa- 
pore and $96 in Tokyo. 

Robust demand for office space is driven by 
continued demand from new and expanding 
call centers or business process outsourcing 
firms as well as information technology-ori- 
ented companies. 

CBRE Philippines said the number of сай 
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We're letting you start the year right 
by giving you the best deals from Toyota Motor 
Philippines, the country's No. 1 in Passenger 
Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Overall Sales.* 
Enjoy these offerings for both the Altis and 
the Innova: 


LOW DOWNPAYMENT OF 


P 100,000. 


Avail of this great New Year deal for а brand 
new Altis or Innova through Toyota Financial 
Services (TFS). 


GET A TOYOTA VALUE CERTIFICATE 
WORTH UP TO 


Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used 
for Toyota Genuine Accessories, Chattel 
Mortgage, LTO Registration, Insurance 


or TFS Financial Package. 
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All these wonderful deals, as our way of saying 
THANK YOU to you, our dear consumers, for making 
Toyota Motor Philippines, the country's No.1. 

Promo runs unt January 31, 2008 
Per DT-NCR Permit No. 025 Seres of 2008. 
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How to be a better 
investor 


THIS IS THE YEAR OF THE HOT 
dog, or fire dog. Greetings from 
me, (KUNG HED, and my wife, 
(FAT CHOD). I was given а Chi- 
mese watch, which goes tikoy 
tikoy instead of tick tock. Back io 
serious stuff. 


Cut your losses quickly 
Financial journalist JACK 
SCHWAGER wrote two books, 
“MARKET WIZARDS 1 and Il, in 
Siwhich he interviewed at great 
length about 50 of the top fund 
“managers who had established 
themselves over a long period of 
Itime as consistently beating the 
“market. Most of the fund man- 
„agers traded commodities and 
“currencies because these are 
leveraged, usually 10 to 1, buta 
few traded equities. 

He expected to find а common 
denominator to account for their 
success but he was amazed to find 
that they were so diverse in charac- 
terand method. Many were techni- 

«+ cal analysts who only studied charts 
‘and took no interest in fundamen- 
Та; others only studied fundamen- 
2 tals and never looked at charts. 
~ Apart from methodology, their 
characters were so different. Some 
‘were studious types with enough 
degrees to Ш а thermometer while 
others never even finished high 
school or had been expelled from 
1; обез, Some were athletic types 
who ate simple food and woke up 
Š early to exercise while others were 
obese and delighted in being couch 
potatoes, stuffing themselves with 
hamburgers and French fries 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Nathan 


Some were loners, some were hap- 
pily married with children, and a 
few were transvestites. They came 
in all shapes and sizes—black, 
brown and white. Some were reli 
gious, some agnostic and one kept 
making puns. 

It took him quite a long time to 
find the connection especially as 
their entry points were wrong 63 
percent of the time. That is worse 
than random (50 percent), yet 
they consistently made money 
year in, year out. What was their 
secret, the common denominator? 
After months of sifting informa- 
tion and going through the notes 
of his interviews, he found i. 

They all cut their losses quickly 
and let their profits run. So they 
could stand a number of consecu- 
tive small losses just so long as 
they found a few winners and let 
them become big winners. This is 
exactly the opposite of what the. 
average investor does. He takes 
quick profits and hangs on to his 
losses. Admit it, dear reader, you 
also do it. You have to adopt the 
slogan POP COLA, shown below: 

Prolong 

Our 

Profits. 

MR. BEARBULL/ B3 
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Equivalent 
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0007061 
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000081 0001080 
00258728 008134 


bids ... 


January 30, 2006 
Country 
United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong. 
Suitzerand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunei 
Indonesia 
Thaland 
UAE 

Euro 

Inda 
Malaysia 
Mexico 

New Zealand 
South Arca 
Korea 
Taiwan 


Gov't rejects 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1.000000 
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0778038 
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075110 
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From page 
accepted P1.4 billion worth of 
bids compared with the govern- 
ment’s offering of P1 billion 
through the six-month govern- 


totaling P6.6 billion. 

The rate for the 364-day bills 
reached 7.289 percent, slightly 
higher by 1.26 basis points than 
the rate two weeks ago. Bids for 
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ment paper. 

The rate for the 182-day bills 
fell by 4.4 basis points to 6.268 
percent. The six-month securities 
were oversubscribed, with bids 
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UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


MS FINANCE 


the one-year government securi- 
ties were likewise rejected last 
week because of the higher rates 
sought by the market. Tenders for 
the one-year bills reached P6.04. 


— 


The Master of Business Administration Program provides a foundation 
for a career in middle and upper management in business. The program 
offers a mix of the traditional functional disciplines in management 
with courses in the management of technology and innovation as well 
asin general management. The program is designed to allow students 
to acquire knowledge and skills in more specialized management areas 
through elective courses which comprise a third of the total course 
requirements. Part-time students can complete the program in 2.5 
years. Full-time (day) students need 1.5 years. 


-Basic Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree (any field), work 
experience, recommendations, and acceptable admission test scores. 


-Admission Test: Sunday, February 19, 2006 


„Application Period: October 15, 2005 to February 17, 


Classes start May 2006. 


-Scholarships: Fifteen scholarships available 


or Inquiries Contact 
Program Director, 

Master's Programs 

College of Business 
Administration 
University of the Philippines 
Diliman, Quezon City 

Tel # 928-4571 to 76 
Telefax: 927-0488 

Email: mba@up.cdu.ph 


Forms are available at the 
Master's Program office or 
check out our website at 
www.up.edu.ph/~cba 


=== 


Рһ.р. 


The Ph.D. Program is designed to train 
students for a career in teaching and research. 
The Ph.D. Program is a specialist and 
research-oriented program. Students pursue 
a course program that will enable them to do 
research at the frontier of their chosen field 
of specialization. 


-Basic Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree, 
relevant work experience (at least two 


The MS in Finance Program is for individuals who envision a 
professional career in financial management. The theory and 
practice of finance have developed more sophistication and 
complexity in recent years. Through rigorous course requirements 
and balancing of finance theory, practice, and empirical research in 
each of the courses, the program produces finance professionals 
who are specialists, equipped with a strong foundation in economic 
and finance concepts and principles. sharp analytical and 
quantitative skills, and a broad knowledge of financial markets, 
institutions, and products. The program is designed to be 
completed in 4 trimesters (16 months) of full-time study. 


-Basic Qualifications: Bachelor's degree (any field), work 
experience, recommendations, and acceptable admission 
test scores. 


-Admission Test: Saturday, June 3, 2006. 
Classes start September 2006 


-Application Period: February 20, 2006 to June 2, 2006 


-Scholarships: Ten scholarships available. 


For Inquiries Contact: 

Program Director, Master's Programs 
College of Business Administration 
University of the Philippines 
Diliman, Quezon City 

Tel #: 928-4571 to 76 

Telefax: 927-0488 

Email: msfinance@up.edu.ph. 


Forms are available at the Master's Program Office or check out our 
website at www.up.cdu.ph/-cba 


years), recommendations and acceptable admission test scores. 


-Admission Test: Saturday, March 4, 2006. Classes start June 2006. 


-Application Period: January 2, 2006 to March 3, 2006. 


-Foreign applicants must take the GRE and TOEFL. 


For Inquiries Contact: 


Doctoral Program Director, College of Business Administration, 
University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City. 


Tel H: 928-4571 to 76; Telefax: 927-0488; 


Email: nally @up.cdph 
‘The application form can be downloaded Пот our website 


www.up.cdu.ph/-cba. 
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Forecast based on expected recovery in agriculture, mining shipments 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS UPGRADED ITS 
export growth target this year to 10 percent 
from an earlier forecast of 8 percent on the ex- 
pected recovery in semiconductor, agricultur- 
aland mining shipments. 

At the sidelines of a joint congressional hear- 
ing on economic affairs yesterday, National Eco- 
nomic and Development Authority director for 
policy and planning Dennis Arroyo said that the 
‘government is expecting a strong recovery from 
the slump of last year and has agreed to adopt. 
the 10-percent growth target for this year. 

Arroyo also said that the import bill is ex- 
pected to rise by 11 percent this year. The 
original forecast was a 9-percent expansion. 

From January to November last year, the 
country's export earnings grew by only 2.7 
percent from the previous year due to the 
sluggish demand for electronics, which ac- 


counted for 60 percent of total export re* 
cepts 

The government had set a two-year export 
target of 10 percent for 2005 and 2006, but it 
sealed down its forecasts during an assess- 
ment in October. The target for 2006 was also 
slashed to 8 percent. 

"We're back to 10 percent,” Arroyo said. 

‘According to the Neda official, government 
economic managers have considered the fore- 
casts of the Department of Trade and Indus- 
try—in consultation with the export sec- 
tor—and they feel confident that the country 
can bounce back from the pullout of Toshiba 
Corp. from domestic laptop computer pro- 
duction early last year. 

‘Arroyo also cited other factors favoring 
agricultural and mining exports. 

"There's the Early Harvest Program with 
China, which has become a big export market 
for the Philippines,” Arroyo said. 


PLDT, Philweb close to sealing deal 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILWEB CORP IS EXPECTED TO PUSH 
through with the planned sale of 20 percent 
of the company's outstanding stocks to the 
technology unit of Philippine Long Distance 
‘Telephone Co. once it signs an agreement 
with ePLDT this week. 

“We are in the final stages of our negotia- 
tions [with ePLDT] and we expect to sign the 
[memorandum of agreement] not later than 
this week,” said Philweb president Eric Recto 
їп a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE). 

Recto said that the price and payment terms 
for the investment are still being finalized. 

Philweb Corp. is an Internet gaming firm 
controlled by former trade chief Roberto Ong- 
pin. 

Recto believes that the company has com- 
plied with PSE rules when it disclosed last 
Jan, 26 the Philweb board of directors’ ap- 
proval of ePLDT's planned investment. 

‘A wholly owned unit of the telco giant, 
ePLDT is expected to buy 24 billion shares of 
Philweb. The company's stock price yesterday 
closed at 3.6 centavos apiece, higher than the 
closing of 3.1 centavos last Thursday, when 
the disclosure was made. 


Mr. Bearbull 


From page B2 


Cut 

Our 

Losses 

Aggressively 

Become a momentum trader and go with 
the flow, 


Never average down 

It follows from the above 2 rules that aver- 
aging down cannot be right, except in one in- 
stance, to which I will refer later. | regard my- 
self as a kindly soul. 1 love children and cats, 
and never kill any living creature, even а 
cockroach. It must be my Buddhist leanings, 
but for investors who mindlessly average 
down, Lam in favor of the death penalty. They 
should be slowly barbecued because they 
have deliberately broken the first two rules. 

Here are true stories of what happened to 
two of my best clients back in 1996/1998. 
The first started with P4 million and had a 
100-percent margin account. In that year, 
even an imbecile would have made money as 
everything kept going ир ай year, especially in 
the last two months when it rose vertically to 
a high of 3,420 on Jan. 9, 1997. 

Well, this client did very well with my help 
and his P4 million became P18 million, to 
which you should add the P4 million margin. It 
was my mother's 90th birthday so, of course, | 
had to return to London to be with her. 1 told 
him not to buy anything while I was away and I 
liquidated all his investments for safety. 

‘Owing to an airport strike in Germany, 1 re- 
turned 3 days late, and was horrified to discover 
that he had attended a meeting of Universal 
Rightfield, a subsidiary of DMC, and bought 4 
million shares at PS.60. I was furious that he 
had invested everything in a third liner, right at 
its peak. I told him to sell at P5.30, but he said 
he could not take а loss of more than PI million. 
1 pointed out that he had made P14 million but 
he was adamant. He continued to watch the 
shares fall until eventually, the company de- 
cared bankruptcy and was delisted worthless. 

"The second client also did well until his neigh- 
bor told him to buy 20 million WEB at 54 cen- 
tavos. As the shares had risen from 1 centavo, I 
did not agree but they went up to 58 centavos. 
"Then the price started to fall and his first move 
should have been to cut loss at 54 centavos. The 
shares continued down to 50, 40, 30, 20, 10 cen- 
tavos, At last, in despair, he sold them all at 4 
centavos and lost 95 percent of his capital, al- 
lowing for expenses. During the fall, I managed 
to prevent him from averaging down, otherwise 
he would have been totally wiped out. 

There is one exception. If you follow the de- 
gree of risk in my newsletter or use any form of 
momentum indicator, Commodity Channel In- 
dex, CHANDE Momentum, Williams R, or a 
fairly fast stochastic, you ean average down 
when you get a BUY signal on the indicator. 
This is only a short-term maneuver so that 
when the price goes up, you can get out 
square. You should put in the same amount of 
money, not buy the same number of shares. 
You will reach break-even more quickly. 

(To be continued.) 

mrbearbull@hotmall.com 


At yesterday's closing, the 24 billion shares 
would be worth P864 million. 

Philweb, according to Recto, is seeking 
clarification from the PSE as to what caused 
the puzzling memo issued by PSE president 
Francis Lim over the weekend. 

The PSE on Saturday issued a memo to bro- 
kers, expressing "caution" on the "misleading 
disclosure" of Philweb on its impending deal 
with ePLDT. 

The next day, the PSE president issued a re- 
vised memo to brokers. This time, the words 
"caution" and "misleading" were omitted 
and, in their place, was a reminder for the. 
public “to exercise prudence in making in- 
vestment decisions.” 

Recto insisted that Philweb's Jan. 26 disclo- 
sure clearly stated that ePLDT had not yet 
made the investment and that the pares 
were still negotiating the terms, including the 
price of the proposed investment. 

"We would like to understand what's driving 
these somewhat confusing statements from the 
PSE,” Recto said in an interview. "Nothing at this 
point has been mentioned to us, either in writ- 
ing or verbally, that we did anything wrong” 

In fact, he said, the PSE even agreed that 
the statement on the Philweb-ePLDT deal was 
"a timely disclosure." 


JAPAN technology 


The Cutting Edge 
Я ues 


‘The Early Harvest Program is a trade arrange- 
ment under the China-Asean Ргее Trade Area 
framework, which reduces the tariffs of agricul- 
ture products, including livestock, meat, fish, 
dairy products, vegetables fruits and nuts. 

“Plus, you'll have higher metal exports be- 
cause of rising metal prices around the world, 
driven by Chinese growth ... and by the recon- 
struction of (typhoon affected) areas in the 
US," Arroyo said. 

He added the Philippines would benefit 
from food trade deals with Australia, includ- 
ing those involving pineapple and mango. 

The 10 percent export growth target was 
pushed by exporters of semiconductor, electron- 
ics, garments, machine parts and food sectors, 
‘which are the country’s top export producers. 

Meanwhile, import spending is expected to 
be fueled by purchases of capital goods and 
raw materials to support exports and the re- 
covery of manufacturing. 


Open a 5-year 


PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 


* Affordable at PhP50,000. 
Guaranteed fixed rate for 5 years. 
Monthly payout of interest earnings. 


Quoted rate is on per annum bai and subject to change without prior notice. 


Get it now at any g 


PSBank branch. 
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Get READY for a BIG Change 
GO further with the 
MINISTOP Business! 


For business presentations, you may join us Mondays to Fridays, 11am-12nn 
at GIF CFC Commercial 8:95, Pasig Blvd, Pasig City (near Rizal Medical Center) 


‘and look for Patty Casumbal or Eve Кага. 
Telephone numbers: 672-0923 and 672-2278 


Email: business@ministop.com.ph_ Website: www.ministop.com.ph 
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DESK ТҮРЕ 


Win Instant CASH and Fabulous Gizmos when you buy 
selected CASIO Desktop with "Scratch-2-Win" cash card 


Selected Desktop Models w/ S2WC card: 


Р" & 


mology 


Cost, Selling Price, and Margin Calculations X; 


For Shopkeopers & Traders 
Perform е operaons to calculate cost, saling prios 
and margin, 


Currency Conversion Mode (DF-3201M only). 


For Money Exchangor, Bank & Travel Agent К 
You can have up to seven curency conversion rates installed” 
inmemor. “л 


For Retallors, Rostaurant & Bar 

Tax Calculation 

For Accounting & Bookkeopor, Retaller 
"Time Calculations (DF-320TM only) 
For Personnel Department & Internat Cale 


ALL AUTHENTIC CASIO PRODUCTS : ] 
DISTRIBUTED AND WARRANTED BY 
BUSINESS PLUS ARE COVERED WITH 
(ONE (1) YEAR WARRANTY AND AFTER °| 
SALES SERVICE. IF YOU WANT TO MAKE. 
SURE THAT YOU'RE GETTING THE REAL | 
DEAL, LOOK FOR THE BAR CODE SEAL: | 


AX120V/ DX120V/ СХ120У/ GX14V/ GX16V/ D120TV/D20L/ D40L/ DF120TV 
DF320TM/ DJ120C/ DM1200T/ DM1400TV/ DM1600TV / DS120TV/ J120TV 
JF120TV! JS120/ JS20TV/ MJ120C/ MJC10PLUS/ MS270T/ MS310TM 


MS470LB/ WD220T/ WM200T/WM220T 


‘SEE POSTERS AND FLYERS FOR MORE DETAILS 


Promo Period: Jan. 25 - Mar. 25, 2008 


Per DTI-NCR Permit#0015 Series of 2006. 


улт Саас 
Cammonwesttn are. QE 
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Sony Ericsson launches new 
products in Las Vegas show 


SONY ERICSSON HAS STARTED THE 
year with a big bang for mobile music 
lovers. The company introduced the 
latest of its Walkman phones, the Sony 
Ericsson W810, plus two Walkman- 
branded music accessories in the Las 
Vegas Consumer Electronics Show. 

“Since the launch of the W800 flag- 
ship Walkman phone in August last 
year, consumers across the world have 
been embracing the concept of the mo- 
bile phone as a credible digital music 
player, and enjoying high quality music 
anywhere, anytime without having to 
сапу a dedicated music device. Sony 
Ericsson's Walkman phones are re- 
defining how consumers listen and en- 
joy music, and the W810 strengthens 
‘our music phone line-up with the addi- 
tion of dedicated music buttons on the 
front of the phone and an expanded 
choice of how users upload music to 
the phone,” said Miles Flint, president 
of Sony Ericsson. 

Unveiled was the Sony Ericsson 
W810, a Quad-band EDGE phone 
(850/900/1800/1900 MHz) that en- 
ables users to transfer their legacy CD 
collection or access operator music 
download services, while staying con- 
nected anywhere in the world. 

"This sophisticated new Walkman 
phone model in Satin Black with or- 
ange trim comes with a 512MB remov- 
able Memory Stick, which can be up- 
graded to 2GB currently available in re- 
tail outlets. This allows a wealth of mu- 
sic tracks, photos, video and other mul- 
timedia files to be stored on the phone. 

The W810 supports industry stan- 
dard MP3 and ААС music file formats 
and comes complete with quality HPM- 
70 stereo headphones which feature а 


Malate Crown Plaz 


RIGHT IN THE HEART OF MALATE, 
Manila's famous entertainment di 
trict, ies the crown of Malate - the 
Malate Crown Plaza, a 17-storey pre- 
mier residential and commercial con- 
dominium at the corner of Adriatico 
and San Andres Streets. 

‘Malate Crown Plaza features stylish 
condominium residences ranging from 
studio-type, one-bedroom, two-bed- 
room and three-bedroom units. The 
condominium project is now complete, 
ready for occupancy and is 90 percent. 
sold out, with the units turned over to 
its buyers in May last year. 

Aside from providing its residents 
with picturesque views of the wonder- 
ful Manila Bay sunset and allowing 
them to spend serene afternoons gaz- 
ing at this famous spectacle, this 
newest landmark in Malate also offers 
excellent amenities designed for a cos- 
mopolitan lifestyle. 

‘One can have fun swimming in the 
clean blue waters of its pool and main- 
tain a healthy body at the gym and 
sauna or play badminton at the condo- 
minium roof deck. It has a spacious 
lobby, a high ceiling and ample ventila- 
Чоп and lighting, and is also equipped. 
with a 24-hour security, intercom and 
CCTV monitoring system. 

‘Apart from these, Malate Crown 
Plaza is also complete with two scenic 
and one service elevator, a three-level 
parking space, a standby generator 
and a fire alarm and sprinkler system, 


standard 3.5 mm headphone jack for 
personal customization. 

Consumers can easily and quickly 
load music tothe phone; either upload- 
ing their legacy CD collection onto the 
W810 from a PC via USB 2.0 using the 
provided DiscPhone music manage- 
ment software, or by purchasing new 
music from operator specific over-the- 
air download services. This enclosed 
PC software makes it easy to sort, 
browse and transfer files on the 512 
MB Memory Stick PRO Duo, which 
provides capacity for approximately 
150 music tracks — the equivalent of 
around 15 full length CDs. 

А dedicated Walkman button pulls 
up the music menu regardless of what 
‘other application on the phone is in 
use. Positioned just below the phone's 
screen are all the most common music 
controls needed 
(Play/Pause/Stop/Skip Track/Volume) 
tomove easily between tracks or adjust 
the volume on the speaker or head- 
phones. Engaging Mega Bass improves 
the sound experience even further. 

As with other members of the Walk- 
man phone family music automatically 
pauses when an incoming call is re- 
ceived and begins playing again when 
the call ends. The phone can also oper- 
ate in a music-only mode for those oc- 
casions when the phone function must 
be disengaged, such as during air trav- 
al 


"The W810 is equipped with EDGE 
Class 10 technology, to allow quick and 
easy data transfers and Internet access, 
and Bluetooth Wireless technology for 
connectivity with Bluetooth handsfree 
headsets and sharing data with other 
Bluetooth-enabled devices. 


a: Modern living 
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a 


which makes it truly an ideal home for 
businessmen, middle to top execu- 
tives, retirees, expatriates, as well as 
investors in search of a secure financial 
decision. 

Located at the bustling comer of 
Adriatico and San Andres Streets, the 
condominium is also highly suitable 
for business and retail establishments. 
Commercial spaces are available at the 
ground floor, basement and mezza- 
nine that would be viable for restau- 
rams, convenience stores, coffee 
shops, banks, music lounge and bars, 
spa and fimess centers and travel and 
tours, among others. 

Being at the vantage point of Mani- 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


Mayna, Papiros 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


The Sony Ericsson W810 is also a 
great imaging device enabling users to 
capture great still pictures and video 
featuring with integrated 2 mega pixel, 
auto-focus camera with photo light, 
and easily recognizable digital stili 
camera interface. 

Meantime, the new Walkman- 
branded accessories are the Portable 
‘Speakers MPS-60 and the Music Desk 
Stand MDS-60. 

"The Portable Speakers MPS-60 can 
be plugged into a Sony Ericsson mobile 
phone to enjoy stereo sounds. Stylish 
and lightweight, the speakers are pow- 
ered from the mobile phone. Iis pack- 
aged with a travel case and comes in 
black, gray and silver. 

For those serious about sound quali- 
ty and functionality, the Walkman- 
branded Music Desk Stand MDS-60 al- 
lows phone charging while music is 
playing. Compact and slim yet with a 
very rich sound, its sleek design makes 
itthe perfect for the deskor at home. Its 
protective folding design allows true 
mobility. The Music Desk Stand MDS- 
60 comes with loudspeaker covers in 
white and orange. The MDS-60 comes 
in silver, white and orange. 

The MDS-60 and MPS-60 are the 
newest additions to a complete portfo- 
lio of Sony Ericsson music accessories. 
"The range includes, among other prod- 
ucts, the Stereo Portable Handsfree 
HPM-70, the FM Music Transmitter 
MMR-60, the Music Cable MMC-60 
and Home Audio System MDS-70. 

The Sony Ericsson W810 starts ship- 
ping globally Q1 2006, as well as the. 
Portable Speakers MPS-60. The Music 
Desk Stand MDS-60 follows globally їп 
022006. 


within your reach 


Jas tourist belt, it likewise provides res- 
idents convenient access to malls, 
schools, a church and a market. 
Leisure and entertainment centers also 
abound, with malls such as Robinsons 
Place Manila and Harrison Plaza just a 
few minutes away, while Remedios 
Circle and its row of bars and restau- 
rants, isjust around the corner. 

Malate Crown Plaza is beside 
Malate Catholic School and near San 
Andres Fruit Market, Malate Church, 
Aristocrat Restaurant, Pure Gold Su- 
permart, Rajah Sulayman Park and the 
newly-developed Roxas Boulevard Bay 
Walk. 

Inside the building, one can find 
Metrobank, Blue Sea Foot Spa, Izakaya 
Taisho Japanese Restaurant, а photo 
and video shop and a travel agency. 

Residential units are attractively 
priced starting from P1.7 million and 
above to appeal to practical home buy- 
ersand investors. 

With all these attractions, life is defi- 
nitely better at Malate Crown Plaza. It 
offers convenience, comfort and secu- 
rity. Truly an ideal residence where ev- 
erything you need and the luxury of 
modem living are within your easy 
reach. 

For inquiries, please call (632) 536- 
0033, (632) 404-0509 and (0917) 
5307871. You can also e-mail them at 
malatecrown@yahoo.com ог visit 
their website at www.malatecrown- 
plaza.philcondos.com. 
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MHS Grand Alumni Night 
MAKATI HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI CIRCA 81 IN 
participation with Makati High School Foundation. 
Day Celebration 2006 presents MHS Grand Alum- 
ni Night (Batches 1972 to 2005) on Feb. 18, at 5 
p.m. and MHS Class 81 Silver Anniversary on 
April 19, at 4 p.m. to be held at Makati High 
School grounds located at General Luna St 
barangay Poblacion, Makati City. For more details 
contact Mira Manalo at 95-8243, Fe Gratela at 
881-3707, Noel Allejos at 779-3984 and Lea Lum- 
abao at 814-2170 or e-mail at lealumabao@ya- 
hoo.com or visit the website htp-/groups ye- 
hoo.com/group/MHSAlumniCirca 81 


AHS Class ’7 1 get together 
CALLING THE ATTENTION OF ALL GRADUATES 
of Araullo High School Batch 1971, there will bea 
‘Alumni Homecoming on Feb. 18 at Araullo High 
School at Taft Avenue cor. UN Avenue, Manila. 

For particulars, please сай Libet Neyra-Th at 
890-2564, Lynette Bernardo-Monilas at 400- 
7261; Susan N. Pasia at 927-4245 local 4101; Mi- 
та Guiking-Mendoza at 839-7295/0916-386- 
2139; Ariel Salonga at 850-4055/0919-829-1752; 
Ed R. Savares at 589-53-22/0919-816-8703. 


Alliance formed to fight 


rotavirus infection 

A GROUP OF DOCTORS FORMED AN ALLIANCE TO 
intensity the fight against rotavirus infection, a dis- 
ease that causes severe diarrhea and vomiting 
‘among infants and children. Called RotaPhil (Ro- 
tavirus Working Group for Training and Advocacy of 
Healthcare Personnel in the Philippines), the al 
ance в part ot an Чоп to heighten awareness. 
about rotavirus infection and to educate the pubiic 
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SEAIR, SUPERFERRY INTERLINE AGREEMENT 


Domestic carrier South East Asian Airines (SEAIR) 
has бей up with SuperFery. he country leading sea 
transport, for the Sall and Fly and Sea and Air Super- 
Connect Promos, which allow travelers to maximize 
бег isiand-hopping experience and budget by travel- 
ing to selected routes ма SEAIR and Superferry. Sall 
and Ру offers seamless transfers in air and sea travel 
covering Mania-CaticavDumagui, Cebu-Cat- 
clar/Dumagui, Mania-Busuanga/Puerto Princesa; 
CCebu-Siargao, Cabu-Camiguin, Cebu Cotabato and 
Mania-Cebu. Sail and Fy packages also include 3 
dlays/2nights hotel accommodations with breaktast. 
‘Sea and Ar SuperConnect increases the frequency of 


| 


trips and complements the routes of both SEAIR and 
Superferry. Promo period is until further notice. For 
inquiries and a full listing of routes included in the. 
Sail and Fly and Sea and Air Promos, call SEAIR at 
(02)849-0100 or Superferry at (02)528-7000. Sign- 
ing the contract are (from left) Capt. Eliseo Tabora, 
Мое president for operations, SEAIR; Capt. Nikos Git- 
sis, executive director, SEAIR; Patrick Tan, vice presi- 
dent for commercial affairs, SEAIR; Ava Engel, exec- 
live vice president and CEO for passenger travel and 
leisure, Superferry; Andrew Deyto, associate vice 
president for revenue management, Superferry; and 
Pam Reyes, segment head, SuperFerry. 


PNB INAUGURATES GSIS BRANCH 
The Philippine National Bank opens its GSIS 
Branch at Level 1, GSIS Financial Center ín Pasay 
City. At the ribbon-cutting ceremony last Dec. 15 
were GSIS President and General Manager Win- 
ston Garcia (left) and PNB president and CEO 
Omar Byron T. Mier (right). As a service partner 
PNB reinforces PGM Garcia's bold initiatives to 
provide a higher level of service to GSIS mem- 
bers. The newly opened PNB 6515 Branch is, 
therefore, expected to deliver greater conve- 
nience, reliability and responsiveness to myriad 
of government employees, pensioners, employ- 
ees and suppliers at GSIS Headquarters. PNB 
GSIS Branch is the former PNB PICC Branch. 


EQ PROMO GRAND WINNER 

EO Diapers recently concluded its highly successful 
nationwide promo "Text-Panalo, New Year Pa-Pre- 
myo’. EQ would like to congratulate the grand prize. 
winner, Yolanda Tinoy from Cagayan de Oro City, 
who won P500,000 in cash. Also, EQ Diapers would 
like to thank the thousands of people who joined the 
promo. You have made ita great success. Keep on 
using EQ Diapers. In photo receiving her check is 
grand prize winner Yolanda Tinoy (center), flanked 
by (from left): Danny Chan (consultant, Golden Cen- 
tury МКО, sub-distrbutor of JS Unitrade Merchan- 
dise), Craig Vuriol (husband of Ms. Tinoy), Guiller- 
mon D. Celis (distributor manager, J.S. Unitrade). 
‘and Tomas Sia (owner, Golden Century Mi). 


UNILAB DONATES P25M-WORTH OF ENERVON FOR POULTRY WORKERS 


Fülfiling ts commitment to help the nation pre- 
pare against bird flu, United Laboratories Inc (Uni- 
lab) signed a memorandum of agreement with the 
Department of Agriculture last Jan. 11, to donate 
P25 milion worth of Enervon multivitamins to 
strengthen the immune system of poultry workers 
inthe 21 bird flu hotspots in the country. Agricul- 
ture Secretary Domingo F. Panganiban (3rd from 
left) and Unilab president and CEO Carlos C. Ejerci- 
to (2nd from right) signed the MOA witnessed by 
Unilab and DA officials. The Enervon donation 
supplements Unilab’s donation of 0551.25 million 
worth of ant-bird flu medicines to the Dep't. of 
Health last Dec. 1, fora total assistance to date of 
PS1 million. Flanking Sec. Panganiban and Ejercito 


are (from left) Bureau of Animal Industry Director. 
Dr. Davinio Catbagan, DA Undersecretary Salvador 
Salacup and Conrado Baylon, Univet executive. 


DIGITAL EXCHANGE, ETC CHANNEL AWARD PROMO WINNERS. 


Digital Exchange, ETC Channel presented coo! gad- 
gets to the winners of the ‘Name The Store’ promo. 
Shown are (trom left Sony Ericsson's Patty Balao, 
Giobelines' Bea Dacanay, PalmOne-Pod Central's Jed 


about the possible risks and consequences, among 
them death due to dehydration, if the disease is not 
properly managed. Part of Rotaphits initial efforts to 
spread awareness about rotavirus infection is the 
production of a handbook that provides essential 
facts about rotavirus and how to properly manage 
‘and prevent the disease. The handbook will also 
serve as a quick reference for medical students, 
general practitioners and healthcare workers in- 
volved in the care of infants and children. 


PCHS Grand Reunion 

CLASS 1956, GOLDEN JUBILARIAN OF THE PASAY 
City High School will host this years grand alumni 
homecoming at the school campus on March 18, at 
4 pm. Co-hosts 1961 (Sapphire) and 1966 (Ruby) 
jubiarians wil join the activites. Class 1952-1968 
are also expected to attend. For inquiries, cat Lig- 
aya Manabal 831-9916, Tess Sampang 831-6653, 
Josie Betar 913-4258, d Advincula 833-2311 


Seminary ‘re-Juvenation’ 
ALLALUMNI OF THE REDEMPTORIST JUVENATE 
in Antipolo are invited Ihre days ol fun, reminisc- 
ing and “reuvenation” as the seminary holds its 
grand homecoming and reunion on Feb. 1710 19, at 
the Redemptorist Retreat House in Lipa City, Batan- 
as. Be there and renew oldies and friendships with 
our brothers in faith. For details, call Ted Mendoza at 
833-3583 or text him at 0918-9119062. You may al- 
зо e-mail him at jn1855@yahoo.com. you may al- 
So e-mall Rest Reyes at restroyesQyahoo com. 


‘Stand up for Love’ concert 
CELEBRATE MUSIC AND GOODWILL WITH HA- 
ngad and the Gawad Kalinga Prayer Mountain com- 
‘munity on Feb. 5. The fund-raising concert, “Stand 
tp or Love”, wil serenade you with iturgical and in- 


Quiambao, Globelines' Jenny Velasco, Gary Ramirez 
о! Digital Exchange, MJ Handyman of Globe Tele- 
‘com, Globequest Ле Martin Lopez, Mikey Rivera of 
Globe Telecom and Samsung's Annaise Fragante, 


spirational songs, and 

share with you a work. 

of heArt thatis Gawad 

Kalinga. The concert aims to 

raise funds for the various edu- 

cational programs of the Prayer 

Mountain site in Antipolo, and to inspire people to 
participate in the work of nation building. This is or- 
‘ganized by the Gawad Kalinga Bayanihan Brigade (for 
Prayer Mountain), which is a group ol yuppies that 
are giving back to society by utlizing their profes- 
sional sks to contribute to their adopted Community, 


PCC Alumni Homecoming 
PASIG CATHOLIC COLLEGE WILL BE CELEBRAT- 
ing its 99rd Foundation Week on Feb. 13 to 19. 
High School Batch '81 wil host the annual alumni 
homecoming on Feb. 18, at Ihe PCC Quadrangle. 
High School Batch '56,'61,66, 71,76, 86,91, 
and'96 wil co-host the event. Registration starts 
315 p.m. For detalls contact Rosario Caguingin at 
the Alumni Office at 641-7544 or cell. no. 0197- 
286309 or Anthony Sanchez at 0917-3280805. 


Godiva Skin Station 


Valentine's Day promo 
GODIVA SKIN STATION OFFERS A VALENTINE'S 
Day promo to al its valued clients Between Fab. 6 
to 18, customers with a minimum of P500 service 
purchase are entitled to 1 free Godiva Teddy Bear 
Fun Soap. Meanwhile, a Club G member who 
жїз оі any service from his/her membership 
package within the promo period automatically 
ев a free Godiva Toddy Bear Fun Soap (Club G 
members may only сајт once). For more detalls, 
visit your nearest Godiva Skin Station or call 751- 
140, 890-9845 loc. 24 or 0917-9649828 (Makati 
Bel-Air) or call 939-1105 (SM Fairview Annex). 
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Modern Sanitary Wares Plant 


Location: Stering Technopark, Carmona, Cavite 

Land Area: 25,000 sqm; Buildings: 14,000 sqm. 
Faciites/Technology: Stat o-he-a Production 
Equipment & Technology Transfer 

Terms and Сопол: Резе and Negofatle 

Contact: Jimmy - 0917-5220020 or Cora-0917-8838001 
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THE 2005 AGENCY PERFORMANCE AWARDS 


Government honors outstanding private 
recruitment and manning agencies 


The Philippine government, through the Department of Labor and Employment and the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration, gives honor to outstanding Philippine private recruitment companies through the Agency 
Performance Awards. р 
The Top Performer Award and the Excellence Award, are given to deserving récruitment and manning agencies in 
recognition of their exemplary performance in promoting decent and quality overseas employment for Filipinos as well as 
its pioneering achievement, industry leadership, and entrepreneurial initiatives. The Award of Excellence is given to 
consistent Top Performer Awardees for their industry leadership, foreign exchange inward remittances and social awareness 
and responsibility. Special citations are also given to some of the agencies for their particular achievements in the areas of deployment, foreign 
exchange generation, marketing, and sustained efforts in the use of the electronic submission system or the e-Submission. 

Started in 1984, the institutionalization of the POEA' awards and incentives program pushed the overseas employment stakeholders to strive for 
excellence in their field. Last year, the government also paid tribute to outstanding employers which provided quality employment to our Filipino 
Workers; and exceptional overseas Filipino workers received accolades through the Bagong Bayani awards. The 2005 Agency Performance Awards shall 
be held at the Manila Pavilion Hotel on January 31, 2006. 


The Awardees 


AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Landbased Sector 

Atlantic ОА! & Pacific Company of Manila ic. 
Dahizhen International Services, Inc. 

EDI Staffbufiders International Inc. 

EEI Corporation 

Eligardi Enterprises Inc. 

Gatchalian Promotion Talent's Pool Inc. 


International Skill Development Inc. 
Manpower Resources of Asia Inc. 
OmanfilInt"l Manpower Development Corp. 
Philippine Hospitals & Health Services Inc. 
Sangle Bernabe Intemational Inc. 


Secbosed Sector 

Anglo-Eastern Crew Management Philippines 
Incorporated 

Avantgarde Shipping Corp. 

Baliwag Navigation Inc. 

Barko international Inc. 

Career Philippines Shipmanagement inc. 
CF Sharp Crew Management Inc 
Dolphin Shipmanagement inc. 

Hanseatic Shipping Phils. Inc. 
Inter-Orient Maritime Enterprises Inc. 
Jebsens Maritime, Inc. 

Leonis Navigation Company Inc 
Magsaysay Maritime Corporation 
Maritime Services & Management Inc. 
Naess Shipping Philippines Inc. 

NFD International Manning Agents Inc. 
NYK-Filship Management Inc 

Oriental Shipmanagement Company Inc 
Pacific Ocean Manning Inc 

Pacific Seamen Services Inc. 

Philippine Hammonia Shipagency Inc. 
Philippine Transmarine Carriers Inc 

Sea Power Shipping Enterprises inc. 
Singa Ship Management Phils. Inc 

Stolt Nielsen Transportation Group, Inc. 
Trans-Global Maritime Agency Inc. 
United Philippine Lines Inc 

Wallem Maritime Services inc 


TOP PERFORMER AWARD 


Londbosed Agencies 
Abba Personnel Services Inc. 

Aim High International Placement Corp. 
All-Pro Staffing & Consulting Services 
Ameinri Overseas Employment Agency Inc. 
‘Anglo-European Services Inc. 

Billboard Promotion, Inc. 

Cherub Manpower Inc 

Deltavir Overseas Job Placement & General 
Services Inc. 

Dynamic International Services Corp. 


Industrial Personnel & Management Services Inc. 


East West Placement Center Inc. 

Eureka Personnel Mgt Services Inc. 

First Champion International Entertainment Inc 
Grand Placement & General Services Corp. 
Infinity international Nanpower Services 

1 Star International Promotion inc. 

25 Contractor Incorporated 

Lead Resources Management Corp. 

Mission Way Manpower Services Inc 

Reliable Recruitment Corporation 

Supreme Overseas Manpower Export Specialists inc: 


Seabased Agencies 

Bahía Shipping Services Inc 
Bergesen D Y Philippines Inc. 
Bright Maritime Corporation 

CTI Group Phils., Inc. 

Crewserve Inc. 

Dohle-Philman Manning Agency In. 
Hoegh Fleet Services Phils. Inc. 
KGUS Fleet Management Manila Inc. 
Magsaysay Mitsui 0.5.K Marine Inc 
Michaelmar Phils., inc. 

MST Marine Services (Phils. ) Inc 
Net Ship Management Inc 

North Sea Marine Services Corp. 
Orophil Shipping Int'l. Co. Inc. 
(OSM Maritime Services, Inc. 

Parola Maritime Agency Corp. 
Senator Crewing (Manila) Inc 
Southfield Agencies Inc. 

TSM Shipping (Phils) Inc. 

Ventis Maritime Corporation 
Veritas Maritime Corp 


SPECIAL CITATIONS 


Highest deployment of landbased workers 
Non-Stop Overseas Employment Corp. 


Highest deployment of seafarers 
Nagsaysay Maritime Corporation 


Highest deployment of professionals 
Sails International Company Inc. 


Highest foreign exchange earnings- 
International Skill Development Inc 
‘Magsaysay Maritime Corporation 


Exemplary welfare programs and allied 


Landbased Agencies 
Dalzhen International Services, Inc 
Gatchalian Promotion Talent's Pool Inc. 
International Skil Development, inc. 
Эм International Inc. 

JS Contractor Incorporated 

Manpower Resources of Asia Inc 
Seabased Agencies 

Dolphin Ship Management, Inc. 
Inter-Orient Maritime Enterprises Inc. 


Jebsens Maritime Inc, 
Magsaysay Maritime Corporation 

NYK Fil-Ship Management Inc. 

Oriental Shipmanagement Company, Inc. 
OSM Shipping Phils. Inc. 

Seapower Shipping Enterprises, Inc 
United Philippine Lines, inc. 


Pioneering efforts in developing quality labor 
markets. 

Aboitiz Jebsen Manpower Solutions, Inc. 

Bond Worldwide Inc. 

Grand Placement & General Services Corp. 
Northwest Placement Inc. 


Exemplary technical capability 


Landbased Agencies 

Gatchalian Promotion Talent's Pool, Inc. 
International Skil Development, Inc. 
25 Contractor Incorporated 


Seabased Agencies. 

Leonis Navigation Company, Inc. 
Magsaysay Maritime Corporation 

Net Ship Management, Inc. 

NYK-Fil Ship Management, Inc. 
Philippine Hammonia Shipagency, Inc. 


Ploneering and sustained efforts in 
E-submission 


ADD International Services Inc 
Anglo-European Services Inc. 

East West Placement Center Inc. 

Finest Asia Resources Inc. 

LBS-e Recruitment Solutions Corporation 


For the active involvement in the various. 
policy formulation and procedural/operational 
Consultation work on the overseas 
‘employment program and participation in 
various projects/programs for the promotion 
of welfare and employment of overseas 
Filipino workers and seafarers 


Confederated Association of Licensed 
Entertainment Agencies (CALEA) 

Overseas Placement Association of the 
Philippines (ОРАР) 

Philippine Association of Service Exporters, Inc. 
(ASE) 

Philippine Association of Manpower 
Agencies Deploying to Lebanon (PAMADEL) 

Pilipino Manpower Agencies Accredited to 
Taiwan, Inc. (PILMAT) 

Fiipino Association for Mariner's Employment, 
inc. (FANE) 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader inthe newspaper industry with ts 


balanced news and fearless views. is commited 


‘and serving Ihe community via genoralcn ol employment 


We are 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


to work for oor Distributor Parina in the aroas ol Pampanga, Balaan, Tara, 
Nuova Eola and Zambales 


зов DESCRIPTION 


V Wil handie a sub-distriputor partner to grow the business. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
= Cologe graduats from ino locales 


T» Hignhy molvated: Aggressive; Hardworking 
{Must possess excollon! ora and wrlion communication sls both in English and Fin; 
TE Preterabhy Mato, wing 1o work on a graveyard shi, las-pacod, dynamic and Кох envionment 


C) Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 


то handle the noods ol 


Applicants must bo a resident of Pampanga 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
т Котак; 
Соода graduates: 
‘Must have а poasing personaly: 


Highiy motvated. Agorosso, Hardworking 
Mus! possoss excolent oral and тїп communication skils boh in Engish and Filipino; 


Background in cosiororsorvco ls a pus 
Computer Lira. 


‘Sond your Resumé 1o: 


соу Distribution Group Ic. 
Dolores Homesite Extension 
(near Jun-Juris Biblngka Rost., MeArthur Highway) 
City of Sen Fernando Pampanga 


or сайла 


(For Business Dov't Suporvisors appicants please оок for Mr. Mar Manabat or 
Mr Joss Yop or can omat your recumo 1o разу тапет р) or arten coma. 


For Customer Service Ropresentativo applicant pleas look for Lynn Marcolo) 


бо helping our trado parinors achieve ls business goals 


in need of. 


1 our SUB-DISTRIBUTORS 


(045) 961-4048 
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Passed away in tbe Grace of our Lord 
on January 29, 2006 


He is survived by his wife Raquel; daughters Erika 
and Nina; parents Ruben and Girlie; brothers Sagy, 
King and Randy; sisters Kristine and Angel; sisters- 
in-law Agnes, Marj, Mabel and Mimax and brother- 
in-law Raffy as well as nephews & nieces. They and 
other relatives request the pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains will lie in state at Bauihinia Chapel, 


(inside Manila Memorial Park) until 


N La Funeraria Paz-Sucat 
Thursday, February 2, 2006. 


An Toying Memory 
With faith in the Resurrection | on the 19th Death Anniversary of 
THE DE LA SALLE BROTHERS OF THE PHILIPPINE DISTRICT 


p § 
and THE PHILIPPINE LASALLIAN FAMILY Y RUFINO R SANTOS 
announce the death of P 
who passed 


January 31, 1987 


BR. ANDREW GONZALEZ FSC | | mm 


st i, the р: „12:15 пп, 
(MACARIO ARNEDO GONZALEZ) аон ва yeep irri reas eee alee teal! 


The National Shrine of Sacred Heart .... 7:00 am, 12:15 nn, 6:00 pm 
Born in Manila, Philippines on 29 February 1940 and died at the De La Salle University d калкала 8, oe SERIA 
Medical Center, Dasmarifias, Cavite on 29 January 2006. He served as a De La Salle Brother Forbes Park Makati Ciy : 
for a total of 50 years. St. John Bosco Parish ... 7:30 am, 12:15 рт, 6:00 pm 
 Amaiz, Makati City 
А man of sion, a man with a mission, institution builder, academician, linguist, intellectual SL Francis Chureh were авдет 
А disciple and citizen, prophet and profesional, who brought the transforming power Shaw Bia, Mandaluyong City 

4 ч rn ‘St. Roque Parish Church 
ofthe Gospel bear on every human endeavor in order to realize Gods kingdom ee 
of truth, justice, love and peace. f. San Pedro Parish Church. 

K^ San Pedro, Laguna 


His remains lie in state at the Chapel of che Most Blessed Sacrament 
De La Salle University, 2401 Taft Avenue, Manila. 


"The Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated on Thursday, 02 February 2006, 9:00 am. 
Cremation will follow. 


In lieu of flowers, we will appreciate donations to the DISU Charity Hospital in Apalit, Pampanga. 
Please make checks payable to the “DLSU Science Foundation (for Br. Andrew Gonzalez FSC)" 
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ALEJANDRO AQUINO HERNANDE 


Was called home to the Lord TE 
on January 29, 2006 at the age of 69. Peacefully joined his Creator 
on January 28, 2006 at the age of 72. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2006 


He shall be missed by his dearest wife Odette, children Maripi & 
Steve, Michelle, Mightor; grandson Jacob; relatives and friends. His wife Ofelia, together with their children Jocelyn and Arthur, Cecilia 
Daily Holy Mass will be celebrated for his intentions at Spm. and Rolo, Edwin and Rachelle, and grandson Christopher, request pious 
His remains lic in state at the Lisbon Chapel at the Loyola Memorial Park, readers, especially their relatives and friends, to join them in praying for his 
Sucat, Paranaque, Interment will beat the Manila Memorial Park. eternal bliss in heaven. 
‘The family requests your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at their residence at #8 Kapitan Ato St., Bgy. Santa 
We will miss you Dad, you will always be in our hearts. 


Cruz, Pasig City. 


А Mass will be celebrated at the Immaculate Concepcion Parish Church, 
Pasig Plaza, Pasig City at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 4, 2006 before 
interment. 
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Saving money 
via life 
insurance 


ASUN IS AN OBSTE- 
trician/gynecologist 

and a bosom friend of QUESTIONS 
my anesthesiologist OF POLICIES 
daughter Clarissa. PET 
Both work in Ospital 
ng Makati. Recently, 
Clarissa. brought 
home a life insurance. 
proposal Asun had 
received from a fi- 
nancial adviser, actu- 
ally an agent. 

Asun wanted to 
find out what I thought of the proposal. Asun 
was being offered a variable life insurance 
policy, or simply, a variable contract, as op- 
posed to a standard fixed contract. 

When you buy a standard 20-year endow- 
ment policy, with a sum insured of P100,000, 
you are actually buying two contracts fused into 
‘one. The first contract guarantees that if you die 
anytime within the 20-year period, your benefi- 
ciary receives P100,000. This is the death bene- 
fit. The second contract guarantees that if you 
survive the 20-year period, you receive 
P100,000. This is called the living benefit. 

The price, or premium, you pay is fixed 
throughout the 20-year term. Along the way, 
there are the non-forfeiture benefits. For ex- 
ample, there is the cash value, which you can 
borrow. Or, if you want to discontinue the pol- 
icy, the sum insured is reduced. 

The insurance company splits the premium. 
‘The first part is used to pay fora term insurance 
policy; this takes care of the death benefit. The 
second part is invested at a guaranteed fixed 
rate, usually 8 percent; this is the living benefit. 

At the start, the term insurance is for the 
full P100,000. As the investment portion 
builds up, the term insurance is reduced. 
‘Throughout the 20-year period, the sum of 
the term insurance and the investment por- 
tion always equal P100,000. The living bene- 
fit you get at the end of the 20-year period is 
the investment portion alone. 

‘Under a variable contract, Asun buys two con- 
tracts fused into one, as well. The first contract is 
still the term insurance contract, the death bene- 
fit. The second contract, the living benefit, is 
variable. Investment earnings are not guaran- 
teed. They can be lower or higher than under the 
standard life insurance policy. The company has 
an investment pool into which Asur's premium. 
will be placed. The earnings depend on how well 
ог Ш the investment pool ma 

By the way, Asun was being offered a policy 


General 


| denominated in US dollars. This makes the 


policy attractive, but the premium will also 
have to be paid in US dollars. 

Under the variable contract, Asun will be 
betting that the company's investment pool 
will do very well 

1 made no comparative study of the premi- 
ums of the standard and the variable contract. 
But my gut feel is, dollar for dollar, the premi- 
um for a variable contract is higher. 

Tadvised Asun that ifshe has enough of the 
standard type of life insurance policy to pro- 
tect her three children still in school, then, 
and only then, should she consider buying the 
variable contract. 

‘Asun’s problem is not how much money 
she will have at age 65, which is quite attrac- 
tive under the variable contract, assuming the 
investment fund does well 

‘Asun's bigger problem is how much money 
will her three children have so they could go 
on with the kind of lives they have been used 
to ifa runaway truck rams her car while she is 
‘coming home late one evening after an opera- 
tion in the hospital, 

Tt is not what may happen to Asun 14 years 
from now. Itis what might happen tonight. 


Makati office ... 


From pageB! 

center seats had grown dramatically to 
60,000 at the end of last year from only 1,500 
seats at the end of 2000. 

Radovan said new projects were being con- 
structed in alternative CBDs such as the Bay 
Area and Bonifacio Global City where land 
was available. 
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Menopause is not a disease 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 
Contributor 


R. MICHAELA GLOCKLER 

assured women that meno- 

pause is not a time of chaos 
ora form of disease. 

Rather, she said, it is “а period of life 
which needs to be considered, created and 
worked with. Treatment is only necessary 
when hope has run out and the need for 
help is greatest." 

Glockler gave a lecture at Balay Kalinaw 
on the invitation of a group headed by 
Mariel Francisco. 

The physician's expertise is anthroposo- 
phy, which means human wisdom. The 
term, coined by Rudolf Steiner, refers to the 
body of knowledge about the human being 
and the whole universe that he system- 
atized, drawing from Eastern and Western 
sources. 

Glockler, who studied medicine in Tubin- 
gen and Marburg and trained further as a 
pediatrician at the Community Hospital їп 
Herdecke and at the Bochum University Pe- 
diatric Clinic, criticized the pharmaceutical 
industry for making hormones available 
worldwide in the same way vitamins and 
supplements were peddled. She said, in 
truth, the products are not necessary. 

She said the age-old truth is that “every 
woman goes through menopause.” She 
warned that hormonal treatment might be 
"bad if taken too long." 

Glockler cited a 2004 study that showed 
the group that did not receive any hor- 
mones fared better than the one that did. 
‘The women who were administered the es- 
trogen-progestin mix was found to be more 
prone to heart attacks, strokes and osteo- 
porosis (brittle bones). 

She said estrogen could be taken only 
briefly for crisis situations but not for the 
longterm. 


Culture-bound 

Glockler, head of the medical section of 
the Goetheanum; the Schoo! of Spiritual 
Science in Dornach, Switzerland, also men- 
tioned a 1994 study that looked at 
menopause in different cultures. 

It seemed that the way women suffered 
during this period depended on cultures 
and lifestyles. 

In Japan, there were no menopausal 
problems that there was not even a term for 
it in the language. Japanese women simply 
associated menopause with aging and they 


Japanese 
consider it 
anormal 
part 

of aging 
and do not 
even have 
aterm for 
it in their 
language 


considered ita normal part of the process. 

But in Europe and the United States in 
the last two decades, women sought to stay 
young for as long as possible. They resorted 
toall sorts of remedies to slow aging. 

‘The doctor did note that aging brought 
certain diseases related to menopause like 
depression, the No. 1 problem among wom- 
en. 

Glockler, author of the book "А Guide to 
Child Health," said lifestyles are related to 
the health of an aging population. 

The age of 35 is the "cross zenith of the 
building up and stabilizing process of the 
body. Slowiy--one loses bone mass.” Men 
suffer less-osi@oporosis because they have 
more bone mass. 


Get moving 

Glockler suggested that to prevent bone 
problems in midlife and later, girls must be 
helped during the growing-up period to be 
as physically active as boys so they would 
develop more bone mass. 

“The physical constitution needs move- 
ment, especially for the heart and circulato- 


Int'l hygiene symposium slated in Manila 


SOME 150 HEALTH AND HYGIENE 
professionals from seven countries 
will be in Manila on Feb. 9-10 to dis- 
cuss development interventions at 
the 2nd International Health and Hy- 
giene Symposium. 

The symposium theme, “Better 
Health and Hygiene: Todays Chal- 
lenges, Tomorrow's Hopes,” makes 
strong reference to the United 
tions millennium development goals, 
which have included sanitation and 
hygiene in the plan of implementa- 
tion, and the global community's ac- 
knowledgement of the importance of 
health and hygiene promotion as de- 
velopment interventions. 

Hosted by Procter & Gamble Dis- 
tributing Phils. Inc. (P&G), through 
its flagship brand Safeguard, the sym- 
posium is a follow-through to the first 
опе held in Beijing, China, in 2002 
then hosted by the Safeguard Re- 
search Institute of Family Health. 

This international gathering is 


made more significant because Safe- 
guard is marking its 40th anniver- 
sary since its introduction to the 
Philippine market in 1966. P&G and 
Safeguard have been forging suc- 
cessful partnerships with prestigious tri 
organizations like Unicef, DOH and 
the Philippine Association of Medi- 
cal Technologists. 
Expected to attend are key scientif- 
ic and government thought leaders 
from China, Russia, Pakistan, Mexico, 
Singapore, US and the Philippines, 
the host country. 
They will be addressed by Philip- 
pine Health Secretary Francisco Т. 
Duque, who is expected to reiterate 
the global challenge of health and hy- 
giene promotion, education and in- 
tervention to improve the health, 
well-being and economic productivi- 
ty of the population. 
The two-day symposium aims to 
share scientific date and knowledge 
оп the importance and effectiveness 


of good hygiene practices in prevent- 
ing and controlling diseases. Another 
objective is to exchange hygiene edu. 
cation and intervention program ex- 

nce among participating coun- 
„ especially where public and pri- 
vate sector collaboration is con- 
cerned. 

The World Health Organization re- 
ports that nearly 40 percent of the 
world’s population (2.4 billion) have 
то access to personal hygiene mea- 
sures, resulting to death from various 
diseases caused by inadequate sanita- 
tion. 

The WHO supports moves to re- 
duce hygiene-related illnesses by in- 
creasing access to sanitation and im- 
proving hygienic practices. 

Symposium participants are ex- 
pected to come up with proposed ac- 
tion plans for governments, non- 
government organizations, the scien- 
tific community and private sector to 
address the problem. 


ry system. By moving enough, you bring 
good feelings in your conscious lives. Peo- 
ple need movement through dancing or go- 
ing to the gym. In ancient cultures, move- 
ment existed. People were not reliaut on 
cars,” she noted. 

"If we don't learn to move, movement be- 
ing part of the body's intelligence, then we 
have lost the key to health, and the aging 
process starts," she warned. 

The physician said a healthy human is 
not only made up of a working physiology 
and life forces but also of emotional and 
spiritual capacities. There are soul move- 
ments and tensions as much as body move- 
ments and tensions. 

She said a person has an astrality—astro- 
logical forces taken from the stars. Astrality 
has to do with living consciously with one’s 
emotions and working creatively with one’s 
relationships. 

Menopause could be a problem of astrali- 
ty, she said, when a woman loses the system 
of movement. Emotional imbalance fol- 
lows, and the main symptoms can be felt at 
the soul's level. 

She discouraged dependence on artifi- 
cial hormones, saying that the body learns 
its own natural work. At the same time, she 
assured women that gaining 4-7 kg of 
weight during menopause is normal be- 
cause the fat cells actively produce hor- 
mones. 

Thin women, she warned, suffer more 
from osteoporosis than fat women. "It's bet- 
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ter to find other ways to show beauty other 
than by the kilo,” Glockler quipped 

Exercising twice a day, even if only for 5 
minutes each instance, allows the heart to 
nourish the whole body. When done reli- 
giously in halfa year or so, the body is reed- 
ucated to produce natural hormones. 

She also said menopausal women should 
eat less phosphates and acids from meat 
and shift to more vegetables to teach the 
body to become more alkalic than acidic. 
They should also have less coffee and tea 
and stay away from sweet juices. 


Message 

Though a person in the mid-40s and mid- 
50s might still feel fully engaged with life, 
Glockler said, "More and more the body 
will not be as it was before. One has passed 
a lifetime and at the same time there is an- 
other one in front of us. Unconsciously, this 
may cause depression, the feeling that one 
hasn't made good use of one's time or one 
didn't have a life.” 

But she added that even men feel a loss of 
physical power. 

“All life is a spiritual and biological devel- 
opment... [and] aging becomes a matura- 
tion process so, when we die, we take our 
soul with us that has gone through a purifi- 
cation process,” she said. 

"The message of menopause," she 
summed up, “is to live better and better, to 
get rid of doubts, insecurities and fears, and 
wake up to life's meaning.” 
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SUPERFLY'S Leo Po, super gal Marielle Santos, Rosanna Ocampo, 
Cris Yam, Alexi Alunan and Nikki Sarmiento toasting Johnnie Walker 


Gold 


LSS 


EMBASSY'S main 
man Erik Cua Astrud Crisologo 


65 
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FASHION maven Lulu Tan Gan. 
жаз one of the honorees. 


THREE'S definitely not a.crowd: Raymond Gutlerrez, Georgina 


Wilson and photographer Raymund Isaac 


SUPERMODEL PAIR. Gorgeous 
Ornusa Cadness and swoon boy 


HINDY Weber-Tantoco cheek-to-cheek with 


Yasmin Busran-Lao flew ай the 
way from Marawi City to grace 
the Marie Claire launch party. 


‘TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2006 


HIP party owls, Chopard's Cat Arambulo, 0] Manolet Dario, adorable Chinggay Andrada, wow Alex Gutierrez, southern gent JM Ro 
Embassy's hot Ivan Zalameda, young PR whiz GP Reyes and Р] Karl Ty 


A happy 200th to the ‘walking’ man 


party for the man who started it all, John 

Walker, no less, the original Master 
Blender and founder of Johnnie Walker, “the 
world’s best-selling brand of Scotch Whisky" 

‘And what a bash it was, palanggas. Johnnie 
Walker Gold Label sponsored the whole she- 
bang, simply called Holidaze, a “thank-you” 
party for the loyalists of the hippest nightspot, 
Embassy Cuisine and Super Club. 

The ultra-chic happening was superbly 
hosted by no other than Embassy's main men, 
brilliant Erie Cua, cool Jon Herrera and, na- 
‘urellement, my supah pal Tim Yap. 

The strictly by-invitation-only affair got 
rolling with a sumptuous dinner and cocktails 
for Manille's A-listers: south- 
em gentleman JM Ro- 
driguez; multilingual ipe 
Cruz; Michelle and Tina 
Pamintuan; Mariko Jacin- 
to; international business- 
men Ricky Delgado; and 
Marcel Crespo, with his la- 
dylove, adorable Celine 


IE WAS ONE GLITZY 200TH BIRTHDAY 


BATTING 


Lopez; Cat Arambulo; Cen- Arcache 


tury Tuna's Lep P; Cris Yam; photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
таа 


Ivan Zalameda and Rene 
Barbier’s Fro Oliva, plus so 
many others too popular to 
mention. 

Yes, palanggas, the exclusive VIP guest list 
was followed and the velvet rope was kept in 
place that night; Those who-were nor-on:the 
list just had to turn around and head for other 
nightspots in the city. 

"The party sizzled even more when the gor- 
geous, eye-catching Johnnie Walker Gold La- 
bel ladies started to serve the golden whisky a 
truly fab blend. I was told that the best way to 
enjoy Gold Label “is to freeze it for 24 hours to 
release its light fruity flavors and true honey 
‘sweetness, as the whisky warms in the mouth, 
and also to serve it with bitter chocolate 
dessert, fora truly indul d 

As a true whisky connoisseur would say: 
“то drink is to savor the richer pleasure of a 
truly golden whisky" Hey, though moi ain't a 
whisky drinker, ГЇ have to say amen to that, 
dahlings. 


Women power 

Check this out, palanggas. There's an awe- 
some female force upon us. Filipino women 
have come a long way since Maria Clara's pas- 
sive, docile days, dahling. Our gals have blos- 
somed and are achieving their highest poten- 
tial 

The hard-to-beat Summit Media, the coun- 
try's top magazine publishing company, cele- 
brates the modern Filipina and recognizes her 
need for a magazine that will help her as she 
continues to make important strides in her ca- 
reer, attitude and lifestyle. A couple of sleeps 
ago, Summit Media launched the most excit- 


Жы... 


дрон. 


CHEERS! French Ambassador Gerard Chesnel, Marie Claire International editorial director Florence du Luart, Marie 


Claire Philippines editor in chief Myrza Sison and 


Daphne Osefia-Paez toast to Marie Claire. 


WITHOUT 1 


AN EYELASH 


ing women's title to hit our shores, Marie 
Claire Phils., the 26th edition of the cool, 
groundbreaking women's magazine that first 
appeared in France in 1954. 

Marie Claire's formal launching was held at 
the chic new Rockwell tent, palanggas. The 
grand gala brought together women of sub- 
stance and style who epitomize the ideals of 
Marie Claire. 

The tons of invitees were greeted by a pho- 
to exhibit, “What Women See: Inspiring Im- 
ages of Women by Women,” with photos by 
renowned female photographers Joan Bitag- 
col, Sara Black, Wowie Navarozza, Joanne 
Zapanta and Lyn Rillon. 

The magazine also honored the “25 Most 
Incredible Filipino Women,” 
featured in their premiere 
issue. Some of the hot, awe- 
some women honorees who 
graced the event were 
Maria Ressa, Yasmin Bus- 
ran Lao, Che Che Lazaro, 
байа Fores, Sr. Mary John 
Mananzan, Margie 
Holmes, Emily Abrera, 
Odette Alcantara, Gilda 
Cordero-Fernando, 
Queena Lee-Chua, 
Maritess Vitug, Impy Pi- 
lapil, Teresita Ang-See, Wilma Doesnt, Ris- 
sa Hontiveros and Socorro Ramos. The late 
spitfire lady Haydee Yorac was represented 
by Sandy Olfato: ~ 

Another highlight was a fab fashion show 
featuring the gorgeous, eye-catching cre- 
ations of today's top female designers Hindy 
Weber-Tantoco, Lulu Tan Gan, Kate Torral- 
ba, Yvonne Quisumbing, Mitzi Quilendrino 
and Katrina Goulbourn. 

he fashion show featured French fashion, 
Filipino design, and the six must-have key 
trends, palanggas. 

Okay, gals, if you're a woman who moves 
the world, rush out and grab a copy of Marie 
Claire magazine, with gorgeous A-caliber ac- 
tress Iza Calzado on the cover. You'll learn 
what every girl wants to know, palanggas. 


PEACE activist Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel and 
Marie Claire managing editor Lara Parpan 


HEY, good-looking. Handsome Paolo 
Villavicencio with pixie beauty Nicole 
Hernandez 


EDITORS. Manual's В] Ledesma and Kat 
Holigores of Scoop Magazine 


FORMER Pinay supermodels Patty Betita, 
Desiree Verdadero-Abesamis and Gem 


POWER COUPLE. 
VMV's Laura Verallo 
and Juampi de 
Bertotto 


MOD SQUAD. 
PES Karen Kunawicz, 
Wawi Navarozza, 
Katrina Lagman and 
Pod] Goo Simpliciano 


MARIE Claire Incredible Filipina awardee and National Book Store general manager Socorro 
Ramos (center) with granddaughter Trina Licauco-Allndogan, Elizabeth Gokongwei, and 


lawyers Fely Arroyo and Sandy Coronel 
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EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 
Supine triceps 
extension 


+ 


reer, 


[у.н 


osse B 


 — 


mat- 


Exercise technique: 
1. Це on your back with 
knees bent and feet on the 


floor. 


2. Hold one dumbbell in the 
right hand. Bring it straight on 
top of you, bend the elbow and 
hold the right arm with the left 
hand to keep the shoulder 


steady. 


3. The elbow of the working 
arm should be facing the ceiling. 
Starting and ending position 
should be with the elbow bent 

4. Concentrate on squeezing 


en REGS 


the trice; 
n ded d 


ceiling. 


2. Think of your triceps as а 
sponge; squeeze the water out 
of that muscle with each con- 


traction. 


3. Straighten the elbow to 
fully contract the triceps, but 
watch out for locking or jerking 
the elbow joint. 

4. If your shoulder or elbow 
joints hurt while doing this ex- 


y ercise, stop. 


d Repetitions: 
Do 12-15 repetitions per 


ЧАЎ 
arm. 


FIRMS THE. MUSCLES 
in the back of the arms 
(triceps)-— 

Equipment: 

Dumbbells and an exercise 


straighten the elbow. 
5. Slowly bend the elbow. 
Performance tips: 
1. Keep the elbow facing the 
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abdominal 


Len Kravitz). For 
plete report, 


What is the best 
train the abs? 


muscle as you | There is no single 


Is it okay to use 


Definitely, to creat 
sion. But only after ma 
proper technique wit 
tance. 


cles? 
multi-stimuli approacl 
How high should 


inacrunch? 


depending on the le 


http://www.unm.edu/ 
—Ikravitz/Article%20 
folder/abdominal.html 


exercise that challenges all the 
abdominal musculature, thus re- 
quiring the prescription of more 
than one single exercise. 


with abdominal training? 


Is there an ideal sequence їп 
working the abdominal mus- 


No, because you should use а 


Crunch height is about 30°-45° 


[et 


FAQs on abdominal 


exercises 


HERE ARE ANSWERS TO 
common questions about 


exercises 


(based on a lecture by Dr. 


thecom- 
go to 


off the floor. 


Should you do ab exercises 
daily or three times a week? 


exercise to 
Currently, there is no 
abdominal 


several times a week. 


resistance ез? 


е more ten- 


astering the 
ithout resis- 


tach to. 
Pilates 


h. 
you go up 


ngth of the 


torso, Basically, i's the point at 
which the shoulder blades come 


study showing a greater benefit 
in doing the exercises daily or 


Should you pull the abs in 
while doing abdominal exercis- 


Yes, to activate the transverses 
abdominis (TVA), which is the 
deepest abdominal muscle. Ithas 
horizontal fibers, which are the 
foundation for all the other fibers 
to attach to. The TVA wraps 
around to attach to the same con- 
nective tissue in the lower back 
area that the internal obliques at- 


study at the 2005 American Col- 
lege of Sports Medicine (ACSM) 
convention. Heres an excerpt 
from the ACSM news release: 

“In another phase of the study, 
the team measured abdominal 
muscle activity during key Pilates 
mat exercises. Participants per- 
formed five Pilates ‘ab’ exercises, 
then basic crunches for compari- 
son. 

"Results showed that the rectus 
abdominis muscle, which runs 
along the midsection of ab- 
domen, was challenged similarly 
for most of the Pilates exercises. 
However, the Teaser exercise and 
Roll-Up challenged this abdomi- 
nal muscle more than the crunch. 

"The external obliques, the 
muscles on either side of the ab- 
domen, were challenged to a 
greater degree by all ofthe Pilates 
exercises compared to the basic 
crunch. 

“In particular, the Criss-Cross 
was the most effective for the ex- 
ternal obliques. However, the 
Teaser exercise also activated the 
hip flexors to a marked degree. 
Thus, this exercise may be best 
reserved for very advanced indi- 
viduals or athletes.” 


gle 


Researcher Michele Olson pre- 
sented the results of a Pilates 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness.info 


Shift to parliamentary form scary 


THE HUMAN MIND HAS A 
tendency, when— confronted 
with a problem that needs a $0- 


lution, to mistake-the effect for- 


the cause. - 

Lam reminded of this faulty reasoning 
by those long-winded discussions about 
the need to change our present presiden- 
tial form of government to a parliamen- 
tary one following some foreign model. 
Ie is argued that the presidential form is 
no longer working for us, that it keeps us 
from progressing. The proponents say al- 
most all economically advanced coun- 
tries have adopted..the-parliamentary 
form. done 

But are we ready for such a radical 
change? 

In the Philippines, whenever a govern 
ment agency is inefficient or full of 
anomalies, it is dissolved, replaced with 
anew agency with a different name. 

However, most ofthe people in the de- 
funct agency are retained. By changing 
the structure and name of the agency, it 
is assumed the quality of service will im- 
prove and the problem solved. 


Same dog 
For example, people didn't like the 
Philippine Constabulary. It was deemed 


corrupt and inefficient. The solution was 

to set up another agency, the Philippine 
— National Police. But since the people 
from the Philippine Constabulary were 
appointed to the new agency, it became 
obvious after a while that nothing really 
changed. The same dog simply got a dif- 
ferent name. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue was 
deemed to be another graft-ridden agen- 
cy. So there was a proposal to dissolve it 
and create a new agency to solve the 
problem. Fortunately, thinking people in- 
tervened and the plan was aborted. 

‘Shakespeare said, “A rose by any name. 
ulli smell just as sweet." By the same: 

"ken, “A skunk by any name will stink just 
the same!” 

Tam really scared by all these talks 
about amending the Philippine Constitu- 
tion and shifting from the presidential to 
the parliamentary form of government. 
As a people, we simply are not ready for 
such a shift. We do not have the political 
culture and tradition and political matu- 
rity to make such a system work. 

А political system, like language, can- 
not be imposed from the outside. It must 
be the product of the history, culture and 
values of the people. 

This is why American-style democra- 
су, imposed on Asian Philippines, does 
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not work here, although we like to be- 
lieve it does. Philippine-style democracy 
has very little similarity with American 
democracy. We have all the external fea- 
tures of democracy, all right, but not the 
raditions, way-of thinking, culture and 
"discipline that make it work in the Unit- 
ей States. For one thing, we can't even 
start or finish anything on time in this 
country. Never mind a host of other dif- 
ferences! 

We often mistake form for substance, 
the accidental for the essential, the ex- 
temal for the internal. We brag about 
having free and democratic elections. 
But do we consider the rampant cheating 
and even killing that happen every elec- 
tion? Is that how democracy works? 

We pride ourselves in having freedom 
of the press, but how much of media is 
truly independent? How much of media 
is owned by people with vested inter- 


Healthy Valentine gift packs 


SHOW HOW MUCH YOU. REALLY 
care by giving your loved ones some- 
thing healthy this Valentine 
Thealth’s Nlite has--prepared a 
unique line of healthy gift packs filled 
with produets especially designed for 
relaxation and stress relief, together 
with sinfully delicious treats without 
the damaging effects of fat and sugar. 
Nlite's stylishly crafted healthy 
valentine packages will touch their 
heart and give them a healthy glow. 
For example, 1,000 Healthy Hugs 
& Kisses is filled with an assortment 


CHOCOLAT de Amour 


today? 


HIS/HER Healthy Young Love. 


of products that promote relaxation, 
heart health and guiltless indul- 
gence. 

Nlite Valentine packages contain a 
mix of healthy treats such as sugar- 
free chocolate bars, chocolate chip 
cookies, chocolate fudge chews, oat- 
meal raisin cookies, pistachio and al- 
mond nuts, as well as stress-relief 
alds such as aromatherapy eye pil- 
10%; massage oils, scented candles, 
incense, ой burners, tea and even 
dream catchers. 

‘The health-giving products are art- 
fully packed, like the ultra-hip and 


1,000 Healthy Hugs & Kisses for him 
and her 


stylish Valentine backpack-box of 
His/Her Healthy Young Love, or the 
whimsical tuxedo heart box of Choco- 
lat de Amour. 

Each gift pack includes informa- 
Чоп on the healthful benefits of its 
contents. 

АП packages can be price-cus- 
tomized and redesigned to fit your 
budget. 

Niite gifts are products of Ihealth, 
85A West Capitol Drive, Bo. Kapitolyo, 
Pasig. Call 6366804 or fax 6366805. 
Visit wwwihealtheircle.com 
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ests? We pride ourselves in having reli- 
gious freedom, but how many politicians 
will risk opposing the church, or vote 
against its self-interest? 


Not the problem 

Let's not kid ourselves. The form or 
structure of the government is not our 
problem. We are barking at the wrong 
tree. We are putting the cart before the 
horse. We are mistaking the effect for the 
cause. 

The basic problems of our people are 
their consciousness and mental attitude, 
not the structure of government. 

Even if we changed the“form of gov- 
ernment, nothing will change, unless we 
сап change the consciousness of our peo- 
ple, beginning with our political leaders 
and those working in government. We 
need not change the consciousness of ev- 
eryone. That's impossible. f we can suc- 
ceed in changing а critical mass, every- 
thing else will follow. 

Unless we can do this, let us not mess 
around for the time being with our po- 
litical system or structure of govern- 
ment, at least not within the next 10 
years. Les wait for a strong, honest and 
wise leader who will truly love his/her 
country and will serve it selflessly. 
Changing the form of government will 


What are the mest common cancers of F 
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A political system 
must be the product 
ofthe history, 
culture and values 
ofthe people 


not usher in а new era of progress for 
this country. 

Let us not commit the mistake of the 
proud cock in Aesop's fable who was con- 
vinced it was his crowing that made the 
sun rise. 

To paraphrase another Shakespearean 
line, "it is not in our form of government, 
Dear Joe, but in ourselves, that we are 
underlings.” 

Cagayan de Oro residents interested 
in attending my "Basic ESP and Intuition 
Development” seminar on Feb. 4-5, 
please contact Melissa Robante at 0917- 
7120253, Pampanga residents interest- 
ed in “Soulmates, Karma and Reincarna- 
tion" seminar, Feb. 11, at Mimosa, Clark 
Field, Angeles City, contact Riza Lim at 
0917-8436043. 
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Last day for ‘I love you’ entries 


DREAM UP THE MOST ROMANTIC 
and heart-melting words to express 
your love for your significant other 
and they could just give you a chance 
to be on live television. 

"Today is the last day for sendíng 
your most heartfelt declarations of af- 
fection. : 

Mail to Visions and Expressions, 
Room 303, Townes Bullding, Pasay 
Road, Makati City; e-mail CloseUp. 
Lovapalooza@unilever.com or visions 


@i-manila.com.ph; ог text 0920- 
9703221. er 
Your love declaration can be опе of 
16 entries from all over the-Philip- 
pines that will be featured at Close- 
Up's Lovapalooza on Feb. 11. .— 
"The event will be held simultane- 
ously in four venues—Roxas Boule- 
vard Baywalk in Manila, Bayanihan 
Park MacArthur Highway in Angeles 
City, PGU Ayala Business Park in Cebu, 
and Matina Town Square in Davao. 


Four couples in each area will get the 
chance to declare their love on ТҮ 

This may be your once-in-a-life- 
time chance to let everyone know just. 
how sweet your love can be, with the 
help of Close-Up! 

So let those loving feelings low and 
inspire you to make your grandest ex: 
pression of love yet. Send it in, cross 
your fingers; and pucker up for your 
sweetest kiss as Close-Up makes the ro- 
mance happen in Lovapalooza 2006. 
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" LIFESTYLE | 
A four-day.detox program 
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ONE HOUSEWIFE COULDN'T 
start her day without a сир of cof- 
fee. She needed the caffeine rush, 
or so she claimed, to keep her go- 
ing. Averaging seven cups а day, 
she realized it was time to straight- 
en herself out. 

‘A businessman was always too 
busy to mind his diet. Entertaining. 
clients often took its toll. He be- 
came overweight and a borderline. 
alcoholic. When his weight hit 190 
Tbs., he realized he had to take con- 


trol of his ес. 2 T" 

A career woman and single par- 
ent was à highly aceemplished ex- 
ecutive, spending a-lot of time 
working to advance їй her profes. 
sion. When she experienced const 
pation frequently, she became ser 
ously concerned. 

These are just some true-to-life 
experiences of real people who 
were on the road to illness but de- 
cided to make a real lifestyle turn- 
around. — ^ 


i Our 


Cory 
Quirino 


One step forward 
It is said before any real change 
in life can Happen, it must begin in 


Pu 
FORYOUR FALLING HAIR 


Get Hair Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy 


HAIR LOSS? 
Never Again! 


Are your hair strands falling at an alarming rate? Do you see more and more of them 
оп your pillow, on your brush or on your hand when you shampoo? End your excessive 
falling hair problem with professional help from Svenson International. Our Hair 
Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy will strengthen your brittle strands, protect your hair from 
severe shedding and maintain its naturally lush look. 


МАКАТ! 
18/F GT Tower 


зең teresa: 


\ 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 
Call us today for a FREE consultation. 


сли. 892-HAIR (4247) _ 


TOMAS MORATO 
З/Е CKB Center 


BINONDO 
1UF Federal Tower 
Big. 


ALABANG 
Citibank Frabelle 
ias. 


WOMEN AT... = 


CEBU 
TEL: 234-0851 


the mimi: Whenyott say to yourself “I wish 
to live:tnngeramat-hetter,*it's-timé to make 
a change wirhaurhesirarion: 

a articülarly pre- 
ventive- inédicitié-Gi-yoü have: по health 
condition) or-disease-Management (if you 
are facing a health challenge) 

* Consult your physician. 

* Study your options, considering both 
Western and Eastern approaches to better. 
health. 

© Enrol in a detoxification program. 


Internal house cleaning 

It isn’t only homes that need general 
cleaning. The body, the house your spirit 
lives in, also needs special cleaning. 

At the Farm at San Benito in Lipa, Batan- 
gas, 10-ha of lush forest, landscaped gar- 
dens and well-appointed villas, the serious 
health enthusiast is in wellness heaven. 
Conceptualized and built by Eckard and 
Perla Rempe, it has since garnered presti- 
gious awards, including the Spa Asia Crys- 
tal and Baccarat Awards. 

There are five-, seven-, 14- and 21-day 
detox programs to suit your needs. The reg- 
imens involve body, mind and spirit 

A typical four-day mini-detox program is 
designed for people in a hurry. 


Day one 

As you check in, the resident manager 
will give you your personalized program. 

Lunch: At 85/15 restaurant (aptly called 
because diners can have an 85-percent raw 
and 15-percent cooked meal) you get a 
heap of organic vegetables with a choice of 
veggie dressings. One is allowed a second 
helping of the same salad. 

Clinic briefing: Resident doctors cheer- 
fully explain your program point by point. 
Body measurements, including weight, are 
taken. A blood analysis follows, with the 
doctor clearly pointing out your blood pro- 
file and where there is a need for improve- 
ment. Of course, the idea behind this is to 
do a comparative study of before and after. 

You-get your ration of vitamins. Every 
day-of-your-program is carefully packed 
withactivities with enough rest periods im“ 
betweer=— 2 

ls-the-Imué aftérnoont you get-your first 
massage iider the sky or early evening un- 
der the stars. 

Dinner: Organic salad and juice. 
Evening entertainment is a movie at the li- 
brary by a scenic pond. Though early bed- 
time is not imposed, the serenity of the 


Fitness First Fairview 


opens soon 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


place willhave you in bed by 9 p.m. 
Day two 

You move from the spa for your reflexol- 
ogy Thai massage or salt bath to the yoga 
room or amphitheater for an inspirational 
talk by a life coach. A short lecture and 
video presentation by a doctor will open 
your eyes to the urgency and necessity to 
cleanse your body via the colon as well as 
the value of eating “live” foods rich in en- 
zymes and nutrients, like vegetables and 
fruits, for optimum health, No solid foods 
are served. You get green juice throughout 
the day followed by a cleansing tea mixed 
with psyllium fiber and virgin coco oil. Sur- 
prisingly, you don't get an attack of hunger 
that will have you running to the nearest 
fast-food joint. 


Day three 

The juicing kicks in and you feel light 
and energized. This day, the colon is 
cleansed via colema and colonics treat- 
ments using the latest equipment that gen- 
tly cleans you thoroughly. Therapists are 
courteous and well-trained to handle your 
every concern. Break time lets you take a 
stroll around the gardens, swim at the wa- 
terfalls, read a book or simply pray and 
meditate. The day ends with another spa 
treatment. 


Day four 

Your fast is broken with a welcome 
treat—breakfast! You eat the most deli 
cious vegetarian meal ever. Then it's off to 
the colonics room for your last cleansing, 
This is followed by a lunch buffet of nutri- 
tious foods that are coconut- and veg- 
etable-based whipped up by chef Felix 
Schoener. 

‘Then a final visit to the clinic. The result? 
Easily 2-3 inches off your waist and you 
weigh 4-6 pounds less. 


Repeat performance 

A detox should be experienced at least 
once in-a lifetime by the curious. For the 
health enihiusiasi, ideallyit should be а se- 
miszuppal-preeedure-Yeu-Took visibly dif- 
dereur-afe-a-detes-becesse your skin is 
more ratiant, your disposition calmer and 
your outlook brighter uramever. 

Love and light! 


Contact the Farm at San Benito at 


7508888 (Marketing Office, Mandarin Ori- 
ental Hotel) 
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